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THEFRACTURING 
OF PINK SATURDAY 


Once inclusive, the Castro Pride 
party lost its way. 


By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 
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SYMBOLIC GESTURES 


Two new plays interrogate race 
innovel, and powerful, ways. 

By Lily Janiak 
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ELD Lertens 


RAE IS REAL! 


Meta Hate: Rae Alexander is not a real 
person! [“Lady Gaga’s Performance at 
the Academy Awards Made Us Weep — 
For All the Wrong Reasons,” Rae Alexan- 
der, All Shook Down, 2/23] Guess what 
San Francisco, it’s Perez Hilton. Only 
someone as stupid as he is would write 
this article. Hate comes from jealousy. 


Lol. Why SFWeekly would print this trash 


is beyond me. Clearly, they are on the 
way to ending business. GOOD. 
steemee 


SATIREIS 
NOTASIN 


Those made-up parents are total 
idiots: These parents make no sense 
[“San Francisco Parents Shocked to 
Learn that Catholic Schools Are Catho- 
lic,” Benjamin Wachs, The Snitch, 2/20]. 
How do you not know you are sending 
your child toa CATHOLIC school that 
would actually have the nerve to teach 
CATHOLICISM to its students. Imagine 
the shock they must have going to an ice 
cream shop and actually being served ice 
cream? The horror. ... idiots! 


Happy Catholic 


“How do you not 
Know you are 
sending your child 
to a CATHOLIC 
school... ?’ 


HAPPY CATHOLIC ON “SAN FRAN- 
CISCO PARENTS SHOCKED TO LEARN 
THAT CATHOLIC SCHOOLS ARE 
CATHOLIC.” 


BAD MOOD LIGHTING 


A reader disappointed by ... lights: 
I don’t like them [“Say Goodbye to Those 
Pretty Lights on the Bay Bridge,” Erin 
Sherbert, The Snitch, 2/23] Too bad they 
aren't gone for good. 
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They're Already Legal? 


By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 


Disrupt the law, legalize later. 

That’s the modus operandi of tech 
companies such as Airbnb and Uber, 
which innovate in ways old-fashioned 
laws often don’t address. It’s also 
seemingly the tactic used by the San 
Francisco Municipal Transportation 
Agency to justify its pilot program to 
legally allow corporate shuttles, like the 
infamous Google buses, to use Muni 
bus stops. 

Except maybe Google bus illegality 
is more clear cut than initially thought. 
California’s state vehicle code right now 
specifically outlaws any bus from using 
public bus stops, save for school 
buses, according to a state 
lawmaker. 


State Vehicle Code 22500(i) was ex- 
plicitly called out by Assemblyman Tra- 
vis Allen (R-Huntington Beach), who 
is seeking to change the law in favor of 
corporate shuttles. Allen introduced 
AB 61, which would change state vehi- 
cle code to allow local transit agencies 
(such as the SFMTA, which runs Muni) 
to grant permission for private entities 
to use municipal bus stops. The change 
would allow for even more Google 
bus-style shuttles to proliferate on city 
streets across the state. 

But the bill’s existence raises an in- 
teresting question: Why seek to legal- 
ize something 


ROLLY Bipead 





unless it is illegal? And if it’s illegal, 
then how are those corporate shuttles 
getting away with pulling over at Muni 
stops across San Francisco? 

Allen’s office drafted a background 
memo on the legislation, which reads, in 
part, “PROBLEM BEING ADDRESSED: 
According to the City’s own Budget 
Legislative Analyst and City Attorney, 
under the State Vehicle Code, ‘stopping 
or unloading passengers in a bus zone 
is illegal for any buses other than those 
operated by Muni or other transit sys- 
tems so authorized by SFMTA.” 

Those “other transit systems” can 
only be school buses, according to state 
vehicle code. Still, the SFMTA says ev- 
erything is peachy-keen. 

“California vehicle code is consis- 
tent with our pilot project,’ SFMTA 
spokesperson Paul Rose told SF Weekly, 
adding, flatly, “this is not illegal.” 

The SFMTA declined to let us 
speak to Carli Paine, the cor- 
porate shuttle pilot project’s 


Why Legalize Google Buses if 


head, to explain exactly how the pro- 
gram doesn't run afoul of state law, and 
how the Assemblyman is (allegedly) 
wrong. So we went straight to the cor- 
porate shuttle pilot project’s approved 
language itself, which the SFMTA 
Board of Directors rubber-stamped. 

It was revealing. 

Firstly, the SFMTA decided against 
letting corporate shuttles use white 
zone curbs for bus stops, which would’ve 
been legal, the agency wrote, but would 
eliminate some parking spaces. 

Instead, it decided to let Google and 
other companies use the city’s public 
bus stops, where Muni and Google bus- 
es now jockey for passengers. 

But the SFMTA warned that even 
though it was granting shuttle permits, 
“a shuttle placard shall not exempt a 
shuttle bus from any other Parking 
restrictions or traffic regulations,” and 
those same shuttles “may be cited for 
violation of California Vehicle Code Sec- 
tion 22500(i).” That code is the exact 
one Rose told us the program was fol- 
lowing, and was not running afoul of. 

How can the program be legal, if the 

buses can still be cited under state 
law? Notably, state law supersedes 
local law. 

A California assemblyman said 
the program is illegal, the SFMTA it- 
self said the shuttles may be cited for 
violation of the vehicle code, anda 
lawsuit filed against the program, os- 
tensibly on environmental grounds, 
also calls out the SFMTA for violat- 
ing vehicle code. 

Yet those corporate shuttle 
wheels keep on rollin’. 


Judging 
Contempt 


Being aSan Francisco jurist is a 
motherfucker of a job. 


If ever there was a good time 
for San Francisco inmates to get their 
feelings off their chest — in a quasi produc- 
tive way — it’s when they’re standing be- 
fore a judge, answering to charges, 
whatever they might be. 

If that sounds counterintuitive, it’s 
because it is. 

As if Ronnie Lee Moody, the man 
who's facing a stack of charges stem- 
ming from his alleged robbery and 
assault that ended when he sideswiped 
former Assemblyman Tom Ammiano, 
wasn't in enough trouble. When Moody 
appeared in court recently, the 32-year- 
old thought it wise to verbally assault 
Judge Philip Moscone by calling him a 
“fat motherfucker.” He punctuated his 
hostility when he crudely told a jurist to 
kiss his dick. In a subsequent hearing, 
Moody again unleashed his abuse, this 
time onto Judge Donna Little, calling 
her a bitch, to which she pointedly re- 
torted: “That’s Judge Bitch to you.” 

Presumably that’s a much more 
satisfying way of handling the situation 
than holding Moody in contempt of 
court. “It’s very rare a judge holds a de- 
fendant in contempt of court for curs- 
ing out a judge, because it happens so 
often,” says Peter Keane, a law professor 
at Golden Gate University. “With most 
judges, it comes with the pay scale.” 

Also, it’s an exercise in futility. 
Usually, a criminal defendant is already 
being held in jail; holding them in con- 
tempt of court, which would result in a 
few days in jail, is pointless. Ignoring a 
defendant or finding some comic relief 
in the situation is much more effective. 

“T’ve seen judges who see it best by 
laughing,” Keane says. 

Such was the case during Moody’s 
third appearance in court last week. After 
hearing Moody’s name called from the 
docket, Judge Martin Shulman cracked 
an amused smile and said with a hint of 
resignation: “I’ve been forewarned.” Erin 
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morality clauses banning teachers 


only knows why the schools needed 


the battle with Cordileone is likely to 


He didn’t take the gig because he 








Pious Public 
Relations 


Can Sam Singer Win 
The Holy War? 


There’s a new contender in the 
faith-fueled fight between Archbishop 
Salvatore Cordileone and parents, stu- 
dents, and teachers of local Catholic 
schools. Media relations heavyweight 
Sam Singer is now representing the em- 
battled Catholics of conscience in the 
holy war of public relations. 

Archbishop Cordileone issued new 


from public displays of support for 
homosexuality and other “sinful acts.” 
The schools in question — Riordan, 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Preparatory, 
Serra, and Marin Catholic — are 
resisting with a furor. 

Cordileone describes the teachers as 
“ministers” of the church’s principles. 
This is no surprise to critics of Cordil- 
eone, who drew fire for his strident 
campaigning in support of California’s 
Proposition 8, the ban on gay marriage, 
which was later overturned in court. 

In the LGBT-friendly Bay Area, one 
would think countering the maligned 
archbishop would be a slam dunk. God 


Singer, a hired gun with ammo to spare 

Singer is the man who, when a 
tiger killed a boy in SF's zoo, shaped 
hearts and minds to sympathize with 
the tiger. After a Chevron refinery 
exploded, raining ash upon thousands 
of soon-choking residents in the city 
Richmond, Singer started his own 
newspaper hoping Richmond’s deni- 
zens would start inhaling pro-Chevron 
messages. 

He also was the subject of SF 
Weekly’s Aug. 26 cover story, “Trust 
Me: Who Are You Gonna Believe, Sam 
Singer, or Your Own Eyes?’ It’s a must- 
read, if only for its forecasting of how 


play out. 

Singer’s campaign has already 
begun. LGBT supporters clad in black 
recently held an Ash Wednesday vigil, 
a somber, fittingly dramatic affair. The 
protest bore the signature slickness of 
a Singer campaign, drawing news cov- 
erage across San Francisco, and all the 
way down to Santa Cruz. 

Singer told SF Weekly he hopes 
the archbishop sees that the “loyalty 
oath” he’s asking of teachers does “not 
keep with Catholic values.” As to how 
a ragtag bunch of teachers could afford 
Singer’s services, he answered, “Con- 
cerned parents are footing the bill.” 


himself is religious, necessarily. “I like 
to say I’m the most guilty, most worried 
man alive,” Singer says, meaning, “I’m 
half Catholic, half Jewish.” 

Singer has represented Jesuits, 
Dominicans, Christian Brothers, the 
Daughters of Charity, and Carmelite 
nuns, he says. The common thread 
among them all is how Sam Singer 
shapes the story. 

Soon, Singer will steer the arch- 
bishop’s already unpopular anti-LGBT 
slam into a Singer-defined narrative. 
Right or wrong, Cordileone probably 
doesn’t have a prayer. Joe Fitzgerald 
Rodriguez 
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NEED WEED? LIVE IN TEXAS? COME TO A CALIFORNIA CANNABIS CUP AND BUY ALL THE MARIJUANA YOU CAN SMOKE. 


It’s a Sellers’ 
Market 


In a past life growing up on the 
East Coast, I had two cities topping my list 
of places to visit: Montreal and Amster- 
dam. My reasons were as obvious as they 
were common. In Montreal, the drinking 
age is 18. In Amsterdam, you can buy mar- 
ijuana in a coffee shop. Fora thirsty and 
clear-minded kid in the Boston area, 
where else do you go to party? 

My interest in both places dissipated, 
for just as obvious reasons. World-class 
Montreal lost its Molson-fueled appeal 
after I turned 21, and trekking to Am- 
sterdam became less imperative right 
after I moved to California. 

Thad a chance to check out the Am- 
sterdam coffee shops a few years ago. And 
during a four-hour layover in the city, I 
didn’t bother to leave the airport. “I can 
buy all the pot I want at home,” I told my- 
self. As it is, being the mecca for cannabis 
tourism is wearing thin Amsterdam, in 
whose mayor nearly shut down High 
Times’ Cannabis Cup there this past fall. 

This is a cautionary tale for California. 
Money from marijuana tourists is one of 
the economic benefits promised by legal- 
ization. Just look at Denver. Pot tourism 
is happening right now in the Bay Area. 
Almost anyone can fly from anywhere in 


= | 
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the United States and easily access all the 
high-grade medical cannabis they can car- 
ry from license collectives, without ever 
patronizing the black market. All they 
need to do is come to a Cannabis Cup. 


Nobody does melodrama better 
than local television news stations. And 
NBC Bay Area's “Investigate Unit” did not 
disappoint with its coverage of the Hemp- 
Con Cup in San Jose. 

HempCon’s three-day event was held 
in the city’s downtown convention cen- 
ter, but the real action went down out- 
side the venue. Every approach to the 
event was lousy with touts handing out 
referrals to pot docs.Using hidden cam- 
eras and a producer willing to meet “un- 
dercover” with a pot doctor in a nearby 
motel room, NBC was able to report last 
week that “pretty much anyone” can get 
a medical cannabis recommendation. 

Shady doctors who pump out recs 
without looking at medical records make 
up “a million, I would say even a bil- 
lion-dollar industry in California,” Pat- 
rick Vanier, a Santa Clara County deputy 
district attorney tasked with narcotic 
enforcement, told NBC (we can only 
hope his math is less fuzzy in court). 
This has been a fact for some time. But 
as a source of the cheap sanctimony that 
evening broadcasts feast upon, cannabis 
still cannot be beat. And NBC was sure 
to milk it. 


“It’s a farce,” San Jose Mayor Sam 
Liccardo fumed on camera. ‘The sta- 
tion's chief investigative reporter Tony 
Kovaleski ended his report with the 
straight-faced declamation that the $80 
recommendation his producer had pro- 
cured “will be destroyed and not used to 
purchase marijuana.” 

That means they missed out on real 
news: The wall-to-wall cannabis bazaar 
going on inside the convention center. 
For three days, collectives sold flowers 
by the ounce, sheets of concentrates, 
and super-powered edibles to any of 
HempCon’s 24,500 confirmed visitors 
who had a recommendation. 

This didn’t used to happen. At the 
first HempCon in 2010, no sales of 
any kind transpired. At a cup event in 
Oakland one year, I witnessed a vendor 
being told to shut down his booth and 
leave immediately after a security guard 
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witnessed a cash-to-fist sale. 

Somewhere along the line, someone 
had a change of heart. Now, events like 
this provide unparalleled variety for a 
cannabis connoisseur who doesn’t have 
a BevMo for weed. For a weed smoker 
in a dry state, the “kid in a candy store” 
metaphor is literal. And for pot produc- 
ers, it’s more foot traffic than the mall at 
Christmas. 

Neither HempCon nor any other 
dispensary should be held accountable 
for a recommendation’s “legitimacy.” 
Under patient confidentiality laws, it’s 
doubtful they could be responsible even 
if they wanted to appease haters like 
Liccardo, who like to point to scenes like 
this as “proof” that cannabis is already 
recreational in California. 

But HempCon at least is reserved for 
Californians. Organizers told me that in 
addition to 








recommendations, every entrant into the 
pot bazaar needed a valid California ID. 

This is based on an interpretation 
of Proposition 215 that says medical 
marijuana is reserved for “seriously ill 
Californians.” That line, however, is just 
in the law’s preamble, and is “not legally 
binding,” attorney Lauren Vazquez re- 
cently told East Bay Express. Not every 
doctor will see you if you're from out of 
state, but some surely will, and write 
you the magic piece of paper that is a li- 
cense to procure weed. And dispensaries 
have no legal basis to reject a patient, no 
matter where they live. 

This would explain the scene at the 
High Times Cannabis Cup in Santa Rosa 
last June. Wandering inside the area 
reserved for Prop. 215 patients, I met 
happy faces belonging to people from all 
over the West: Idaho, Utah, Nevada. 

Their pockets were full of product, 
and everyone — the tourists, the collec- 
tives doing a month’s work in a week- 
end, and the organizers charging the 
booth fee — went home happy. 

On its website, High Times claims 
that no sales are allowed (a manager of 
the event did not return a call seeking 
comment last week). I can tell you I 
bought an eighth of Humboldt Royal 
Kush, and I enjoyed it very much. 

[ have a feeling I may not be invited 
back this year — but I hope I’m wrong. 
It’s always fun to watch the tourists 
gawk, and remember what it was like 
when all this was new. 


CRoberts@SFWeekly.com 
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The Fracturing of Pink Saturday & 


Once inclusive, the Castro Pride party lost its way. 


By Joe Fitzgerald Rodriguez 


Long before the Cockettes first 
donned drag and flirtatiously lifted their 
legs, people came to San Francisco to be- 
long. So it was with Jose Cital. Young, 
handsome, and newly out, he came in 
search of peers. 

“T was dragged out of the closet 
by my mother,” Cital tells me. He was 
just 15. It caused a rift between him 
and his family, though they’ve since 
reconciled. 

Ready for a new life, Cital fled Fres- 
no at 18 for the city. His first stop: San 
Francisco’s annual Pride celebration, 
where the teen could dance in glitter 
and togetherness. He especially looked 
forward to Pink Saturday, the annual 
party the night before the parade. Cital 
had heard this party was synonymous 
with Pride, with a capital P. 

That wasn’t what he found. 

The dancing throngs stretched down 
Castro Street, but they and the thump- 
ing sound systems offered little to Cit- 
al. “I went with the new friends I made, 
most of them straight,” he says. “I just 
wandered around aimlessly a bit, and 
halfheartedly danced to a few DJ’s.” 

That’s when the shot rang out. Peo- 
ple stampeded, frightened, with Cital 
caught in the middle. The Bay Area 
Reporter ran a story on the homicide: A 
gunshot wound ended the life of young 
Stephen Powell, who was only a year 
older than Cital. 

Welcome to Pink Saturday, 2010. 

Flash-forward five years, and the 
annual party was canceled this month 
by its sponsors, the radical queer order 
of nuns known as the Sisters of Per- 
petual Indulgence. The well-meaning 
Sisters couldn’t assure the safety of 
their charges, they said, though heaven 
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knows they tried. Ultimately, the party 
was not safe enough to go on. 

How did it come to this? The local 
LGBTQ community is already pointing 
fingers. 

“Some people say it’s the straight 
people, but some people say it was 
the people from Oakland,” Cital, now 
23, tells Your Pissed-Off Narrator. 

He’s now on Pride’s board, and heard 
the word from many: The bridge and 
tunnel crowd (read: scary brown people) 
were ruining Pink Saturday. 

But this singling out of others by 
the mostly (let’s face it) well-off, white, 
male, gay San Francisco community 
helps no one, and catches many young 
suburban LGBTQ youth in the blame- 
game crossfire. It also runs counter to 
Pink Saturday’s history of inclusivity. 

Decades ago, Pink Saturday was 
what Jose Cital hoped it would be 
when he arrived in San Francisco — a 
place to belong. 


At more than 6 feet tall with broad 
shoulders, auburn hair, and a handsome 
Midwestern face, Billy Blossom was the 
quintessential “really good looking guy,” 
his friend Gerard Koskovich says. 

One day, in the 90s, Koskovich and 
Blossom went to a symposium in the 
Presidio on the Spanish-colonial histo- 
ry of San Francisco. Under fluorescent 
lights in a grim makeshift classroom, 
they geeked out on local history. 

Blossom was open about his status: 
HIV positive. When the strapping archi- 
tect went on disability leave from work, 


Act Up protesters shout over a 
speech by U.S. Health and Human 
Services Secretary Louis Sullivan 
at the 6th International AIDS 
Conference at the Moscone Center 
in June 1990. 
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Koskovich knew what was to come. 

In this day of advanced drug treat- 
ment, it’s easy to forget the toll AIDS 
can take on the untreated human body. 
According to various medical journals, 
kidney failure, heart failure, swelling, 
memory loss, physical weakness, spots 
around the mouth, and dementia are 
among the cavalcade of horrors await- 
ing those in late stages of the virus. 

In the 1980s and ’90s, the grim pic- 
ture was a horribly regular occurrence. 

As Blossom wilted, his blood family 
and chosen family both served as care- 
takers. One night a ferocious storm 
raged outside his Duboce home. The 
rain fell so loud, Koskovich couldn’t 
hear Blossom breathe. In the darkness, 
he leaned in close. Soft breaths strug- 
gled against pattering rain drops. 

“Tm an atheist, and not a spiritual 
person,’ Koskovich told me, “but I 
felt brought up in a huge force. It felt 
we were all connected. We were doing 
what we could.” 

Blossom died in 1995, but in 1990, 
San Francisco's LGBT community 
raged through the streets for all of the 
Blossoms of the world. Those protests 
birthed Pink Saturday. 

Six days before the party started, 
June 20, 1990, the worldwide AIDS 
death toll clocked in at 300,000. 
Among them, exactly 5,692 San Fran- 
ciscans died of the virus. In the San 
Francisco Examiner that week, a UCSF 
survey found that 63 percent of doc- 
tors “intended to avoid AIDS patients.” 
The federal government imposed a no- 
fly ban on AIDS carriers. Funding for 
AIDS research was scarce. 

Your Pissed Off Narrator cannot 
emphasize this point enough: Though 
some professionals were brave, many 
were not. Doctors and government left 
people to die. San Francisco exploded. 

“Silence equals death,” was the 
AIDS activists’ slogan. So silent they 
were not. 

Fires burned in the streets. Under 
the umbrella of the radical protest 
group ACT UP, thousands marched. 

Many were met with SFPD batons, 
hundreds were arrested. By June 26, 
1990, the near-constant protesting 
took its toll on the activists. The 
screams were spent, despair was omni- 
present. What else were they to do? In 
the truest tradition of the community, 
LGBTQ protesters took to the Castro 
and threw a party. 


“Living is what we’re fighting for. 
We're going to show you we're still alive,” 
Koskovich tells Your Pissed-Off Narra- 
tor, trying to capture the feeling of the 
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new, impromptu celebration: This was 
the first Pink Saturday. 

Because when you live through 
a plague, even fun is a political 
statement. 

Laura Thomas, now co-president 
of the Harvey Milk Club, remembered 
the “spirt of celebration”: She, Koskov- 
ich, and other ralliers strung toilet 
paper like party-streamers over Muni 
lines. It was the final day of the AIDS 
Conference, and ACT UP took over 
18th and Castro in defiance of death. 

The common cause united those 
across the LGBTQ spectrum. Images 
from the protests show black, brown, 
white, and Asian protesters. Women, 
men, and everyone raised their fists 
as one. 

“It’s a bit of a cliche way of putting 
it,’ Thomas says, “but it’s human 
nature to find the life in the midst of 
grief, anger, and loss.” And that sense 
of community held for years. 

The Sisters of Perpetual Indulgence 
took the reins of Pink Saturday in 
1995, and Sister Selma Soul said they 
positioned the party as a safe space 
for queer youth. It was long one of the 
few all-ages parties during a bar-fueled 
Pride Weekend. 

Cristina Flores, a San Francisco 
native, was 12-years-old when she 
attended her first Pink Saturday, 
seeking a safe space. Her parents are 
traditional Catholics and struggled 
to understand her. At Pink Saturday, 
the protesters who started the party 
passed the baton to the younger kids. 

“IT got access and exposure to older 
generations who were on the political 
forefront of the gay rights movement,” 
she said. “I felt like I could be myself.” 

Now 28, Flores says she began 
seeing seas of straight gawkers at the 
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The San Francisco Examiner's 
special reports on the AIDS 
epidemic and local protests from 
June 1990. 


party, and decided to avoid it. She 
wasn't alone. 


Modern-day Pink Saturday is a far 
cry from what it was when it began, 
many community members tell Your 
Pissed-Off Narrator. Even the Sisters 
had homophobic epithets thrown their 
way; just last year, one Sister and her 
boyfriend were beaten by a group of 
men. That was the final straw. The Sis- 
ters this month decided to shut down 
Pink Saturday. 

People pin the violence to two 
groups: Straights and out-of-towners. 

Koskovich, Thomas, and others say 
straights flocked to the party as LGBTQ 
acceptance rose. Being queer is cool 
now (thanks a lot, Rupaul’s Drag Race), 
although not all of the straights attend- 
ing Pink Saturday have been allies. 

What’s more, along with the 
straights, the “bridge and tunnel” 
“troublemakers” (our favorite code 
words for The Other) are being blamed 
for much of the violence. Many subur- 
ban queer youth are caught up in that 
line of thinking, Jose Cital and others 
say to us. 

“Even now [The Castro] is sucha 
boy’s club, and also a white boy’s club,” 
Flores says. It makes sense that old 
divisions would rise. 

Few now remember why Pink Sat- 
urday started in the first place, Sister 
Selma Soul tells Your Pissed-Off Nar- 
rator. Cital says that’s instructive. 

“Maybe,” he says, “it’s because 
we've lost our purpose.” 
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Each year since 1990, the city’s African-American population has dwindled dramatically. If the trend continues, 
will blacks no longer be part of the Bay Area's widely touted “diversity'’? 


BY AMY ALEXANDER 


Growing up in San Francisco, I never 
felt out of place or otherwise special for being a 
black native. That isn’t the case any longer. As 
ve walked through the city of my birth over the 
past couple of decades, I’ve seen fewer residents 
and workers who look like me. 

This is not just anecdotal. Between 1990 
and 2010 San Francisco’s African-American 
population decreased by more than 35 per- 
cent, according to U.S. Census Bureau data. 
Today, the black population is less than 6 
percent of the city’s total population of more 
than 805,000. By contrast, in 1970 blacks 
comprised 13.4 percent of the total popula- 
tion of almost 716,000 San Franciscans. 

Much of the change is due to a radically 
evolving economy. I am not anti-progress or 
unmindful of the ways technological innova- 
tion drives political and policy trends that in 
turn affect migratory patterns in the grand 
sweep of American history. But I do worry 
about a strong form of amnesia (bordering on 
disregard) of black San Francisco that seems 
to have gripped the city. 

If you live in San Francisco in 2015, you 
may have a limited view of black San Fran- 
ciscans. You may be under the impression 
that large numbers of blacks first turned up 
during World War II to work in ship-building, 
or at the ports, or in the public transportation 
systems that flourished as part of the wartime 
industrial boom. And while it’s true that the 
decades between 1941 and 1970 saw the 
largest continuous in-migration of blacks to 
the San Francisco Bay Area than any earlier 
period, that’s not the whole story. Blacks have 
been here from the beginning. 
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For example, I was born in San Francisco 
in 1963 to a family of second-generation 
Westerners. My extended family and friends 
in the Bay Area descend from people who 
were here long before World War II. I can 
report first hand that San Franciscans (which 
is to say, natives) who are African-American 
have a complicated relationship with the city. 
Not bad, not perfect, but...complex. 

I know from my family’s trajectory, and 
from the California history lessons I absorbed 
during high school in the Sunset District 
and as an undergraduate at San Francisco 
State University, that long before Willie Mays 
and Willie Brown came to typify “black San 
Francisco,’ thousands of African-Americans 
had lived, worked, and raised families here. 
Since the 1800s, blacks like William T. Sho- 
rey, a celebrated whaling-ship captain, came 
to Northern California for the same reason 
people flock to San Francisco today — for 
employment. And like recent emigres who 
arrived here from Denver or Bangalore, New 
York or Shanghai, blacks for more than 100 
years continued to pour into the Bay Area for 
economic opportunities, and they stayed to 
raise families. 

By now, though, these stories are hidden 
history, due largely to the city’s cyclical ten- 
dency to reinvent itself every generation or 
so, but also because blacks in San Francisco 
achieved critical population mass only in the 
early 1980s — followed immediately by a pre- 
cipitous drop in population that continues. In 
1963, the award-winning writer and cultural 
critic James Baldwin hosted a documentary 
produced by KQED that looked at the status 
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of black San Franciscans, and interrogated 
the city’s “liberal” political reputation during 
that period: It is a stunning artifact of San 
Francisco’s cultural politics, and captures 
themes that are still relevant. 

For a range of reasons — including Amer- 
ica’s history of legalized racial discrimination, 
and post-1863 Jim Crow segregation, as 
well as San Francisco’s unique multiethnic 
population blend — the black population in 
San Francisco reached a peak of slightly more 
than 13 percent in the late 1970s. 

These days, when people speak of the 
history of black San Francisco, they usually 
point to the Fillmore District, the compact 
area near downtown where thousands of 
blacks lived after Japanese-American resi- 
dents were evicted by U.S. armed forces per- 
sonnel during WWII and thrown into intern- 
ment camps. This fixation on the Fillmore 
amuses me, since my family lived west of 
Twin Peaks, and also because African-Amer- 
icans occupied Hayes Valley, Noe Valley, 
and the Castro District along with Irish and 
Italian families during the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. 

But drama tends to stick in the historic 
imagination: The controversial city and 
county “redevelopment” initiative that 
began in the late 1960s in the Fillmore, 
displacing blacks, is widely cited as the most 
pungent example of official exploitation of 
African-Americans in post-WWII San Fran- 
cisco. Today, signs of gentrification are being 
seen even in one of the last African-Amer- 
ican strongholds, Hunters Point and Bay- 
view. Among the photos on the following 
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pages, you will see images of the Fillmore 
District in the 1950s and 1960s, as well as 
rare shots from Hunters Point in the 1970s, 
compiled in the 2010 anthology A Dangerous- 
ly Curious Eye: The Edge of San Francisco: Pho- 
tographs by Barry Shapiro, 1972-1982. 

By now, visible evidence of blacks’ histor- 
ic contributions to San Francisco is limited: 
There are few public monuments to the con- 
tributions of black civic and business lead- 
ers over the years, or to the many famous 
writers, musicians, and artists, such as Maya 
Angelou, who lived and worked here. While 
locating photographic and written archival 
material of the experiences of black San 
Franciscans takes some effort, it is worth 
the time investment, if you're interested 
in more than the accepted “wisdom” about 
a community that helped shape San Fran- 
cisco’s global standing as an economic and 
cultural leader. 

The photos that follow are just a sampling 
of historic data available at public and uni- 
versity libraries — and in anthologies such 
as the Shapiro collection — that explores the 
history of blacks in San Francisco. You can 
also see some of the city’s black history in 
the San Francisco African American Freedom 
Trail, a new tour of historic sites and pres- 
ent-day establishments. And you can visit the 
San Francisco African-American Cultural & 
Historical Society. A good place to begin your 
journey is The Negro Trail Blazers of California 
by Delilah Leontium Beasley, a 1919 history 
book on blacks in San Francisco and state- 
wide written by one of the first black female 
journalists at the Oakland Tribune. >> p12 


THE THREE WILLIES 

William T. Shorey (shown at far left with his 
family) commanded a large multiethnic 
shipping crew before settling in San 
Francisco in 1883,and marrying Julia 
Shelton,a black San Franciscan froma 
prominent family. Willie Mays (middle) 
spent 13 years asa San Francisco Giants 
star outfielder, racking up impressive 
batting and base-stealing stats and also 
serving as the team’s top civic ambassador. 
Willie Brown (right) began his political 
career asa California assemblyman in 1964, 
before serving two terms as mayor of San 
Francisco beginning in 1996. Brown remains 
a lightning bolt, but has never lacked for the 
two things San Franciscans prize above all: 
liberal politics anda sharp wit. 
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In its heyday —the 1940s 
through the mid-1960s — San 
Francisco’s Fillmore District 
was knownas “The Harlem 

of the West.” The stretch of 
Fillmore Street between Gough 
and Divisadero was the beating 
heart of the nightclub district. 
Enterprising proprietors such 
as Wesley Johnson (upper 
left), owner of The Flamingo,a 
jazz club that complemented 
his main establishment, 

The Texas Cafe, drew big- 
name singers and musicians 
including Billie Holiday, Lester 
Young,and Charlie Parker. 


By June 1960,a massive 
redevelopment project in 

the Fillmore District began in 
earnest with the widening of 
Geary Boulevard at Fillmore 
Street. The intersection inthe 
upper-right photo ultimately 
came to represent the 
epicenter ofan urban renewal 
project that transformed the 
neighborhood. Many black 
Fillmore residents dubbed it 
the “urban removal” project. 
Over the ensuing decade, 
thousands of black-owned 
homes and businesses were 
torn down. 


The spirit of protest and 
advocacy isa key ingredient 
to San Francisco’s modern 
history, and blacks have led 
or participated in major calls- 
to-action — most recently in 
response to police killings in 
Missouriand New York. During 
the civilrights era and Black 
Power movement of the 1970s, 
students organized campus 
protests.In the image at left 
from 19635, high school students 
who took part in the local 
Freedom March are booked 
after being arrested while 
protesting. 
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Barry Shapiro 


Long before hipsters rediscovered high-top fades and jazz dabs, the barbers of Bayview-Hunters Point gave 
precision and sheen to generations of black San Franciscans. Along Third Street, Potrero Avenue, and Folsom 
Street, barbershops have served as much more than just styling salons: They are miniature town halls, cultural 
exchange clubs,and sounding boards. Today, the Bayview Barber College continues the tradition, training 
younger barbers to fillthe impressive shoes of their predecessors. 


»>p14 
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Photographs by Barry Shapiro 


The steep hillsides of Hunters Point — sunbaked mounds of chert, greenstone, 
and serpentine — loom above the Navy Shipyards. In the decades between 
World War lland the mid-1970s, when environmentalists first began worrying 
about post-industrial toxic waste in the area, those hills around the public 
housing units were extensions of the sparse, concrete playgrounds in the 
neighborhood. Climb high enough, whether onan outcropping oratopa car, 
and you could almost touch the horizon. 


It wasa time when televisions or radios were the only electronic devices 
offering free entertainment, and localyouth met outside after schooland 
on weekends. Sidewalk games of jump rope, hopscotch, and improvised 
basketball were commonplace, as were those awkward strap-on roller skates. 
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San Franciscans ofallstripes 
have long been expert 
trendsetters. On any given 

day in Hunters Point, Bayside, 
or the Fillmore District, you’d 
witness hair and clothing styles 
that later became popular 
nationwide — full-moon Afros, 
big-rimmed sunglasses, suede 
pantsuits, wide leather belts, 
and fringed vests over fly- 
collared shirts. Solid. 
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At the far left in the photo above,a San Francisco Examiner 
newspaper truck rounds a typical1970s street corner, while in 
the foreground a small, random group of people reveals the 
era’s stylistic range, from young and hip to older and more 
conservative. 


A DANGEROUSLY CURIOS EYE 
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The anthology A 
Dangerously Curious 
Eye: The Edge of San 
Francisco, 1972-1982, 
by Barry Shapiro was 
published by Rock Out “a 
Books in 2010. 
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Courtesy Amy Alexander 
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Barry Shapiro 


Amy Alexander is a San Francisco native, 
veteran journalist, and author of numerous 
books including Uncovering Race: A Black 
Journalist’s Story of Reporting and Rein- 
vention. In 1979, Alexander (at right), 
lived with her family in the Ingleside Dis- 
trict, where she, her sister Gladys Fermon 
(left), and their classmates were into bas- 
ketball, shopping at Stonestown, and catch- 
ing movies at the Empire Cinema on West 
Portal Avenue. She and Gladys were big 
fans of Donna Summer. 


FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2015 15 





BEST “OF *: 
mom e/AN FRANCISCO 


Arts and Bars & Clubs Best Strip Club 
Entertainment 
Best Band Best Beer Selection Best Wine Bar 
Best Blog Best Dive Bar Best Tequilla Bar | 
- a 
__ Best Comedy Club Best Gay Friendly Bar Best Mezcal Bar 
are | 
‘ ish >: Oe 
wt 


















Best Karaoke Food 


Vo 2 Teeny ae /BeSt Bakery 
; Best Live Music Venue 


Best Breakfast 





Best Brunch 





Best Burger 


Best Burrito 


SSE 


‘ Best Cheap Eats 
Best Music Festival | 


> 


ms | ig 2 Best Coffee 
Best Ne N Ulu ) ¥ : " ‘ a? 7 As 











Best New App 


3 Date Restaurant 
Best Pub Crawl WS 


ary Service 





~~ Best Dog Friet 


. —— “~ id 
4 ~ J ho al 9 a _-~. 


vt 


— = 


Best Sunday Funday Best Sports Bar 


16 | FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2015 | 


Best Vegan Restaurant — 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


READERS POLL 






























Best Late Nite Bite Best Deli Best Place To Take Visitors 
; 
Best New Restaurant Best French Restaurant Best Website 5 
Best Pizza Best Steakhouse Best Chef 
Best Sandwich Best Vietnamese Best Bartender se mee: | Be 
Restaurant an oo | 
Best Seafood 
Best Sushi 
Best Steakhouse , 
Best Mexican 
Best Sushi 3: 


° ' , Ae 
BestChinese 


Best Restaurant For Kids w= Sa 
Best Doughut Shop 


Best Tacos 


Best Vegetarian _ Best Winery 
Restaurant — : p>. * 


Best Hotel 


as 


Best Communal Office _ 
Space 











Best Wings st Drag Queen 


r 








Best Juice Sh yD 


Best Business Lunch 


: i. 


2b ¥ ne 
4 —" <¥. aa 


aes  Bes| At as ile an 





Best Realtor 


» 
=! 
Shot 


est Immu nity 


ae 


a : 


Best Injury Lawyer 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITES 
Mail your ballot to: SF Weekly Best Of Ballot 





DE ST OF 835 Market Street, Suite 550, San Francisco, CA 94103 
The polls close March 31. Winners will be announced 
—aaareet 5 AN rR ANCISCGO in our Best of San Francisco 2014 issue, out May 7. 
Best DUI Lawyer Best Bike Path Best Dentist Best Vintage Shop Best Mattress Store Best Pre-Planned 
Delivery Meal Service 





Best Broker Best Pool Table Best Doctor Best Hair Salon Best Self Storage 
Best Manicure and 
Fh SS 3s ea Gee IEA Ee A ES pe ee Wh aS ae ee 
Best Apartment Building Best Bowling Alley Best Dry Cleaner Best Bicycle Shop Best Vacuum Store 
LE cL TS et SA ok a ih gy Se a ee a eles 
Best New Home Builder Best Crossfit Gym Best Eyewear Store Best Antique Shop Best Bank 
San viiie: 1) 1.2m). a) ae Md, ae 2 eee ees > fe Swe me. ir) |. BOSE WiNeSigie 
Best Accountant Best Indoor Climbing Best Farmers Market Best Appliance Shop Best Jewelry Store eet 
a | 2 sa Gym WI ee 
| | rei 1 Se ee et Od. yk} ea a) eee Massagers ic Oe 
i Sports & Rec Best Marijuana Best Camera Store Best Public Ae - STR a" 
ha FSS Best Sporting Good Store Dispensary _ Transportation Agency era iets. oe “iba =¥ 
Best alt course ee a 3754 RS Ty oa aA 


Best Carpet Cleaner 






















Best Delivery Service Best Ride Share Pa Se) ek eae 
ea Re Company = set funtes Store 
a 5 es ae ~ 
Best Floor Store tee 2 ia ieee a 
Best Medical Marijuana RS SEM oe 
p oe “a ee, ee 1a ay ~~ ea oo Pe~) 
Evaluation Doctor Best High End Liquor _ BestSpa 
Shop. = "sieateels Shitatee : 4 a 
Best Carpet Store p ae EP ea As 


Best Park Z 5) a ae — (ea Best Record Store 
Best Auto Repair Best Hybrid Car 





Best Shoe Store 


=f 


Best Team 


gaat = ba eo Ice Best Pet Store 


Best Yoga Studio ER oe 
Best pookstate 5s Bek : 
x 3, _ Bs) 
Best Pilates Studio Ree Best Pharmacy — 
| ee | Best Women’s Apparel” a . . 


. \ > ; x . ’ a => 
- ¥ ae + ‘a . J 
oS a =. a — . 41; f=. , - & 
> b ‘es - »> a nl ae 
+ se a : ™ “Fy, Ser ‘ 
. ¥, .* a A > -_' 2 a « 


bee ite 


rere: 


SFWEEKLY.COM LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC | FEBRUARY 26-MARCH4, 2015 | 17 


$79 DENTAL 


CLEANING EXAM 
& X-RAYS 


INCLUDES 
TEETH CLEANING « 4 BITE WING X-RAYS 
COMPLETE EXAM ¢ FREE TOOTHBRUSH 


*WITH THIS COUPON, NEW PATIENTS ONLY, 
REGULAR PRICE: $225, EXP 03/12/2015 


oy NU) S10) me) 12 


450 SUTTER © SUITE 1819 © 982-4242 








Or FNC] D) =.) | BD] KRG) \") 


SUPERHEREOS WE WON’T END 


HIV AND AIDS IF WE 
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Arnel 
HIV Vaccine study volunteer 
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of A.R. Wallace 
Saturday 


Sat 2/28 | Queer History 


RAISE A GLASS 
TO GAY BARS PAST 


San Francisco loves a good pop-up. 
We've had pop-up restaurants, juice 
bars — even butcher shops. Now, the 
GLBT Historical Society presents 
Pop-Up Gay Bar: Ghosts of Gen- 
trification Pub Crawl as part of The 
G Spot: Gentrification, Transformation 
and Queer San Francisco, a discussion 
series about the Bay Area’s current 
LGBT climate. Co-sponsored by San 
Francisco State University, the pub 
crawl highlights the changes and issues 
that come with gentrification. Once the 
group assembles in the Castro, Pop-Up 
Gay Bar tours the city and explores for- 
mer gay bars that, for one reason or an- 
other, have been forced to change 
ownership or close. These bars, along 
with some of the few that are still 
standing, show participants San Fran- 
cisco’s ever-changing LGBT scene ina 
night that promises to be equal parts 
fun and enlightening. Sometimes it’s a 
little easier to face change with a drink 
in one hand and a friend on the other 
shoulder. 

The GLBT Historical Society’s Pop- 
Up Gay Bar: Ghosts of Gentrification 
Pub Crawl meets at 4 p.m. at 18th 
and Collingwood streets, S.F., and 
continues through 10 p.m. $5; 359- 
2728 or glbthistory.org. Laura Jaye 
Cramer 


Wed 3/4 | Weird Science 


BACTERIA ALLUP IN 
YOUR BUSINESS 


Call us alarmist, but when we first heard 
about the human microbiome — the 
100 trillion micro-organisms that live 
and work within the human body — we 
immediately thought of an early Clive 
Barker story in which human hands de- 
velop an independent consciousness 
and plot violent revolt. Our bacterial 
cronies outnumber human cells 10 to 1: 
We are more them than we are us. But 
without them, even the digestion of 
food would be impossible. Their health 
has been linked to issues such as obesity, 
arthritis, depression, and Alzheimer’s. 
Already, certain microbiota transplants 
are possible, and some researchers fore- 
see a time when biological enhance- 
ments are achieved through microbes, 
rather than doping. In Surprising 
Benefits of Bacteria: The Human 
Microbiome, Katie Pollard — senior 
investigator at Gladstone Institutes and 
professor at the Institute for Human Ge- 
netics at UCSF — demonstrates the 
many ways fact is stranger than specula- 
tive fiction. She is joined in conversation 
by Shannon Bennett, the California 
Academy of Sciences’ first associate cu- 
rator of microbiology. 

Meet your micro-organisms at 7:30 
p.m. at the Nourse Theater, 275 Hayes 
St., S.E. $27; 392-4400 or cityarts.net. 
Silke Tudor 
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Sat 2/28 | Unnatural History 


KEEPING EVOLUTION 
CONTROVERSIAL 


The first name that comes to mind when 
considering the theory of natural selec- 
tion? Charles Darwin. But Darwin wasn’t 
the first. Alfred Russel Wallace, a humble 
and seemingly very trusting man, sent 
Darwin a detailed paper on the subject 
that prompted the more well-connected 
naturalist to gather his thoughts for a 
hasty joint presentation. On the centen- 
nial of Wallace’s death, London’s Natural 
History Museum attempted to remedy 
public perception by posting all of Wal- 
lace’s correspondence and hanging his 
portrait next to Darwin’s statue in the 
main hall. On this side of the pond, 
award-winning Sweet Fern Productions 
created The Animated Life of A.R. 
Wallace for a New York Times op-doc se- 
ries, employing glorious paper puppets. 
While the short film doesn’t go into 
Wallace’s work in biogeography and 
ecology (he was among the first to pub- 
lish concerns about humans’ impact on 
nature) or his avid support of suffrag- 
ettes, it isa charming introduction toa 
remarkable man. It’s shown with Aes- 
thetic Species Map and Zea. 

The Animated Life of A.R. Wallace 
screens at 1, 2, and 3 p.m. at the 
Exploratorium, Pier 15, S.F. Tickets 
included in $17-$29 museum admis- 
sion; 528-4444 or exploratorium.edu. 


Silke Tudor 
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Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs and Calendar Editor John Graham by email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. Our completel listings of local events - 
searchable by keyword, date, and genre - are 
available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


1AM Gallery. Inamorata: Group show curated by Aman- 
dalynn and featuring Melanie Alves, Houston Berry, 
Monty Guy, Hueman, Lady Mags, Joshua Lawyer, 
Annica Lydenberg, Jet Martinez, Vans the Omega, 
and Helice Wen. Wednesdays, Fridays, Saturdays. 
1000 Howard, S.F.,861-5089, lamsf.com. 

836M. Banksy: Haight Street Rat: Through July 11. 836 
Montgomery, S.F.,836m.org. 

a.Muse Gallery. Hybrid: A Collage Show by Four Bay 
Area Artists: Featuring Ken Graves, John Hundt, 
Catie O'Leary, and Vanessa Woods. Through March 
8. 614 Alabama, S.F.,279-6281, yourmusegallery.com. 

Alter Space. Ma Li: Seeing, Peeping, Scrying: Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. William 
Emmert & Joey Enos: Practice in Paradise: Thurs- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 1158 
Howard, S.F.,735-1158, alterspace.co. 

Ampersand International. Patrick Sean Gibson & Sam 
O'Leary: Street Noise & Tethers: Curated by Out of 
Hands Onto Walls. Thursdays, Fridays. Continues 
through March 27. 1001 Tennessee, S.F.,285-0170, 
ampersandintlarts.com. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. John Nelson: Flowered: 
Mondays-Fridays. Continues through March 1. 545 
Fourth St., S.F.,495-2090, asgallery.com. 

Anthony Meier Fine Arts. Janine Antoni: Turn: Anew 
series of pit-fired ceramic vessels, plus an architec- 
tural installation. Starting Feb. 27. Tuesdays-Fridays. 
Continues through April 3. 1969 California, S.F.,351- 
1400, anthonymeierfinearts.com. 

Arc Gallery & Studios. Artifacts: Group show cele- 
brating Arc’s five year anniversary. Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, Saturdays. Continues through March 3. 
1246 Folsom, S.F.,298-7969, arc-sf.com. 

Art Attack SF. Keith Magruder: The American Dream: 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 1. 
2272A Hyde, S.F.,814-3136, artattacksf.com. 

Artists’ Television Access. Kit Young: Believing Is 
Seeing: Multichannel video installation in the ATA 
Window Gallery. Through Feb. 28, 4-8 p.m. 992 
Valencia, S.F.,824-3890, atasite.org. 


Thu 2/26 | Cinema 


Bash Contemporary. Myth, Magic & Lore: Group 
show featuring work by Jean-Pierre Arboleda, Jeff 
Christensen, Julianna Menna, Christopher Ulrich, 
David Van Gough, Sandra Yagi, and many more. Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 14. 210 
Golden Gate, S.F.,926-8573, bashcontemporary.com. 

Bay Model Visitors Center. Joseph A. Blum: The Bridge 
Builders - Constructing the New East Span of the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge: Photographs. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 
2100 Bridgeway, Sausalito, 332-3870. 

Bird & Beckett. Robbie Sugg: Recent Imprints: Exhibit 
of lithographic monoprints in the bookstore’s new 
Ex Libris gallery space. Daily. 653 Chenery, S.F.,586- 
3733, birdbeckett.com. 

The Compound Gallery. Happy Accidents: New Work 
by John Casey: Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 8. John Casey: Happy Accidents: 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 8. 
1167 65th St., Oakland, thecompoundgallery.com. 

Creativity Explored. Daniel Green: Days of Our Lives: 
Through March 4. 3245 16th St., S.F.,863-2108, 
creativityexplored.org. 

Crown Point Press. Wayne Thiebaud: Eight New Etch- 
ings: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through March 27. 
What's in a Line?: A Group Show: Mondays-Fridays. 
Continues through March 27. 20 Hawthorne, S.F.,974- 
6273, crownpoint.com. 

David Brower Center. Lisa K. Blatt & Christina Seely: 
The Speed of Light: Photographs explore the 
relationship between humans, light, and time. 
Mondays-Fridays, Sundays. Continues through 
May 14. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510-809-0900, 
browercenter.org. 

Dolby Chadwick Gallery. Vanessa Marsh: Everywhere 
All at Once: New photogramic landscapes that make 
you feel like a witness to a magical spectacle. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
210 Post, S.F.,956-3560, dolbychadwickgallery.com. 

The Dryansky Gallery. David Mitchell: Boundaries: 
Abstract color photographs. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 12. 2120 Union, S.F.,932- 
9302, thedryansky.com. 

The Emerald Tablet. Tibor Simon-Mazula: Oil paintings. 
Fridays, Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 80 
Fresno, S.F.,500-2323, emtab.org. 

Et al.. Anthony Discenza: Trouble Sleeping: Wednes- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 27. 620 
Kearny, S.F.,269-4873, etaletc.com. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Sam Flores: A Light in the Darkness: 
New paintings. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, 
S.F.,252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Alec Soth: Songbook: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through April 4. 49 Geary, S.F.,981- 
2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery 16. Tucker Nichols: New Paintings: Tues- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 6. 501 
Third St., S.F.,626-7495, gallery16.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. Pamela Wilson-Ryckman: Berlin 
Stories: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 21. Tomas Nakada: Diaspora: Tuesdays-Sat- 


HISTORY FILMED AND STRIPPED 


Rick Prelinger is the archivist and filmmaker whose Lost Landscapes of San Fran- 
cisco screenings reflect not just on “the city that’s gone,’ as he says, but also “the city 
wed like to live in.” He has a kindred spirit in Budapest filmmaker Péter Forgacs, 
who likewise understands the value of raiding our cultural cupboards for proto-selfie 
mementos of more innocent times. Forgacs’ Letters to Afar is a haunting mosaic of 
pre-Holocaust home movies from Poland, and his Private Hungary series builds in- 
quisitive, experimental narratives out of found footage from the 1930s-1960s —a 
not undramatic period, it’s fair to say, of Hungarian history. Like Prelinger, Forgacs 
turns ostensibly ordinary banalities to poetic purposes — illuminating, for instance, 
philosopher Istvan Bibo’s assertion that “the greatest threat to the rule of lawis not 
the people outside it, but those uncertain and distorted situations in which it be- 
comes bad, contradictory, and hypocritical.” It’s a wonder we made it through the last 
century, and there’s no telling how this one will end — except with lots of footage. 
Filmmakers Rick Prelinger and Péter Forgacs speak at 6:30 p.m. at the Con- 
temporary Jewish Museum, 736 Mission St., S.F $10; 655-7881 or thecjm.org. 


Jonathan Kiefer 
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urdays. Continues through March 21. 14 Geary, 
S.F.,433-2710, gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Gallery Wendi Norris. The Return to Reason: Allie 
Haeusslein of Pier 24 Photography curates the first 
all-photo show at Gallery Wendi Norris, with work 
by Stephen Gill, Yamini Nayar, Chloe Sells, Lorenzo 
Vitturi and, Hannah Whitaker. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 7. 161 Jessie, S.F.,346-7812, 
gallerywendinorris.com. 

Gauntlet Gallery. Thank God It's Frida: Group exhibit 
celebrating Frida Kahlo with works by Rebecca 
Adams, Marie Bergeron, C215, Kieran Collins, Justin 
Kane Elder, Kohshin Finley, Valentin Fischer, MJ Lindo, 
Jen Mann, Johannah O'Donnell, Cheyenne Randall, 
Geoff Trapp, Helice Wen, and more. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 7. 1040 Larkin, 
S.F.,590-2303, gauntletgallery.com. 

George Lawson Gallery. Erin Lawlor: London Fields: 
New oils on canvas. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 21. Tama Hochbaum: Silver Screen - 
Dancers: Photographic grids featuring screenshots 


of dancers in classic films, the faces of which — like 
apparitions from a golden era of Hollywood — are 
haunting and alluring. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Contin- 
ues through March 21. 315 Potrero, S.F.,703-4400, 
georgelawsongallery.com. 

Goethe-Institut. Lost Stories, Found Images: Portraits 
of Jews in Wartime Amsterdam: These portraits 
of 26 Jewish residents of the Netherlands, taken 
by photographer Annemie Wolff in 1943, get their 
first public showing here in San Francisco. Mon- 
days-Fridays. Continues through April 17. 530 Bush, 
S.F.,263-8760, goethe.de/ins/us/saf/enindex.htm. 

Good Mother. Tired Hands: Good Mother's inaugural 
gallery show featuring over 50 artists from the 
Bay Area and beyond. Through Feb. 27. 408 13th 
St., Oakland, goodmothergallery.com. 

Gregory Lind Gallery. Jake Longstreth: Free Range: 
New paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 14. 49 Geary, S.F.,296-9661, grego- 
rylindgallery.com. 

Hashimoto Contemporary. 1010: Limbus: Tues- 


a! SUN IN UNDER 2 ARS eg ® 
NON-STOP FLIGHTS ALL WINTER 
*. SFT OF SNOW a COUNTING 


wv 
t 


YAYAW ANA Cidter-lalemel ne, 


20 | FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2015 | 


LETTERS 


NEWS COVERSTORY THE CALENDAR 


days-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 804 
Sutter, S.F.,655-9265, hashimotocontemporary.com. 
Hosfelt Gallery. Surabhi Saraf: Fold: Wall-sized video 
projection. Through March 14. Nicole Phungrasa- 
mee Fein: Vantage: New watercolors on paper. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 14. 
Jutta Haeckel: Eternal Return: 20 new paintings. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
14. 260 Utah, S.F.,495-5454, hosfeltgallery.com. 
Hotel Biron. 23 for 23: Celebrating Noise Pop Rock 
Photography in Year 23: Featuring photos by Emily 
Anderson, Heather Bernard, Jeanne Ellenby, Peter 
Ellenby, Tara Graves, John Hartsfield, Daniel Kielman, 
Martin Lacey, Joey Pagliani, Paige Parsons, Michael 
Rosati, and Deb Zeller. Thu., Feb. 26, 7 p.m. noisepop. 
com. 45 Rose, S.F.,703-0403, hotelbiron.com. 
Incline Gallery. This Island Earth: New works by Alexan- 
der Cheves, Paul Clipson, and Walter Logue. Starting 
Feb. 27. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 8. 766 Valencia, S.F.,inclinegallerysf.com. 
Inclusions Gallery. Colette Crutcher & Natasha 





Dikareva: Downtown Atlantis: Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 7. 627 Cortland, S.F.,817- 
1493, inclusionsgallery.com. 

Interface Gallery. Make Things (Happen): Collabora- 
tive group show organized by Christine Wong Yap. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 
1. 486 49th St., Oakland, 990-8028, interfaceart- 
gallery.com. 

Istituto Italiano di Cultura. Max Papeschi: Fifty Shades 
of Gold: Mondays-Fridays. Continues through March 
13. 814 Montgomery, S.F.,/88-7142, www.iicsanfran- 
cisco.esteri.it/IIC_Sanfrancisco. 

Jack Fischer Gallery. Marc D'Estout & Jay Kelly: 
Constructs: New abstract sculptures. Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through March 28. 49 Geary, 
S.F.,956-1178, jackfischergallery.com. 

Jenkins Johnson Gallery. Director's Pick: Group show 
featuring 12 established gallery artists, plus intro- 
ductory works by Melanie Pullen and Lavender Wolf. 
Mondays-Saturdays. Continues through March 28. 
464 Sutter, S.F.,677-0770, jenkinsjohnsongallery.com. 

Johansson Projects. Jennie Ottinger: Letters to the 
Predator: Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Feb. 28. 2300 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-9140, 
johanssonprojects.com. 

Leica Store San Francisco. Matt Stuart: Look Both 
Ways: Street photography. Mondays-Saturdays. 
Continues through April 2. 463 Bush, S.F.,801-5066, 
leicastoresf.com. 

Lexington Club. The Lex Final Art Show: A Photo & Flyer 
Retrospective: Daily. 3464 19th St., S.F.,863-2052, 
lexingtonclub.com. 

Luna Rienne Gallery. Affordable Art Series 2: Group 
show featuring work by Monty Guy, Alec Huxley, 
Leon Jay Loucheur, Kelly Ording, Erik Otto, Reuben 
Rude, St. Monci, Kevin Earl Taylor, Evan Venegas, and 
Ursula Xanthe Young. Mondays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 9. 3318 22nd St., S.F.,647- 
5888, lunarienne.com. 

Mark Wolfe Contemporary Art. Sarah Thibault: Stay- 
cation: New paintings. Tuesdays-Fridays. Continues 
through Feb. 27. 1 Sutter Ste. 300, S.F.,369-9404, 
wolfecontemporary.com. 

The McLoughlin Gallery. Jeff Muhs: Eight Strikes 
of a Wild Cat: New paintings. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 21. 49 Geary Ste. 200, 
S.F.,mgart.com. 

Mezzanine Gallery. Jeffrey Thompson: Out of Print: 
Through March 10. 342 Grant, S.F.,394-0500, ho- 
teltriton.com. 

Mission Cultural Center for Latino Arts. Jeremiah 
Barber & Ingrid Rojas Contreras: Lo Real Maravilloso 
(The Marvelous Real): Sculpture, video, collage, draw- 
ings, and photographs by the Bay Area duo whose 
artistic themes frequently address personal history. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 2868 
Mission, S.F.,821-1155, missionculturalcenter.org. 

Modern Eden. The Zealot’s Elixir: Group show featuring 
three-dimensional art curated by Doubleparlour. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 
801 Greenwich, S.F.,956-3303, moderneden.com. 

Modernbook Gallery. Fan Ho: A Hong Kong Memoir: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 49 
Geary, S.F.,732-0300, modernbook.com. 

Modernism. Andreas Nottebohm: Electrical Ether: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
Duncan Hannah: Foreign Affairs: Tuesdays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 685 Market, 
S.F.,541-0461, modernisminc.com. 

NanHai Art. Cursive Script, Color, and Collage: The Art 
of Wei Jia: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 28. 510 Broadway, Millbrae, 650-259-2100, 
nanhaiart.com. 

Pier 14. Flaming Lotus Girls: Soma: The large-scale 
metal sculptors of Burning Man fame present their 
latest work — a twisting neural form featuring 
interactive LED light patterns — on outdoor display. 
Through July 1. Embarcadero at Mission, S.F.,N/A. 

Pier 24 Photography. Secondhand: Group show fea- 
turing more than a dozen artists who rework a wide 
variety of found images. Mondays-Fridays. Continues 
through May 1. Pier 24, S.F.,512-7424, pier24.org. 

Public Works. Gabriel Castellanos: Wasted: Through 
Feb. 28. facebook.com/RollUpGallery. 161 Erie, 
S.F.,932-0955, publicsf.com. 

Ramon’s Tailor. Cara Levine: Gravity, A Fact Everybody 
Knows About: Three-channel video installation. 


ARTS & CULTURE EAT MUSIC 


Thu 2/26| PTSD Story 


SEXUAL HEALING 


Human-rights journalist Mac Mc- 
Clelland is not afraid to cry. Over her 
career, she has immersed herself in 
horrific situations in the Congo, 
Uganda, Burma, and more with an 
unflinching eye and unflagging hu- 
manity. It’s emotional work, but cry- 
ing jags — sudden, inexplicable, and 
crippling — are unacceptable. After 
returning from Haiti in 2011, Mc- 
Clelland found herself in California, 
safe yet plagued by terrors. Crying, 
sweating, gagging, trembling — 
waking or sleeping, her brain was a 
very bad neighborhood. Drinking 
helped a little; masochistic sex 
helped a lot more. When McClelland 
published an essay about her per- 
sonal experience with post-trau- 
matic stress disorder, and her coping 
mechanisms, other female journal- 
ists loudly criticized her for being 
narcissistic and, worse, irresponsi- 
ble. McClelland answered the cen- 
sure by delving deeper. The result is 
Irritable Hearts: A PTSD Love 
Story, an intimate examination of 
the disorder that includes detailed 
reporting on our culture’s relation- 
ship to PTSD; the latest research, 
which indicates family members of 
sufferers often develop serious 
symptoms; and a very real love story. 

Mac McClelland speaks at 7:30 
p-m. at Booksmith, 1644 Haight St., 
S.E Free; 863-8688 or booksmith. 
com. Silke Tudor 


Through March 28. 628 Jones, S.F.,ramonstailor.com. 
Rena Bransten Projects. Tony DeLap: Tuesdays-Sat- 

urdays. Continues through March 21. 1639 Market, 

S.F.,982-3292, renabranstengallery.com. 

Richmond Art Center. The Act of Living Black: Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 27. 2540 
Barrett, Richmond, 510-620-6772, therichmond- 
artcenter.org. 

Robert Koch Gallery. Words Matter: Group show 
featuring text-and-image works by Jeff Brouws, 
Hugh Brown, T.R. Ericsson, Elliott Erwitt, Steve 
Fitch, Robert Heinecken, Shai Kremer, Jan Lukas, 
Bill Owens, Brian Ulrich, Michael Wolf, and Alexander 
Zhitomirsky. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
May 2. 49 Geary, S.F.,421-0122, kochgallery.com. 

Robert Tat Gallery. Twenty Favorite Photographs: 
Group show featuring works by Roy Blakey, Imogen 
Cunningham, Walker Evans, Aaron Siskind, Ralph 
Steiner, and more. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. 49 Geary, Ste. 410, S.F.,781-1122, 
roberttat.com. 

Romer Young Gallery. Joshua Pieper: Dry State: 
Starting Feb. 27. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through April 4. 1240 22nd St., S.F.,550-7483, 
romeryounggallery.com. 

Root Division Pop-Up Gallery. Museum of Broken Re- 
lationships: Group exhibit of anonymously donated 
objects and other reminders of love gone wrong. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 
28. brokenships.com. 1059 Market, S.F.,863-7668, 
rootdivision.org. 

Royal NoneSuch Gallery. Not Much to Look At: New 
Ugly Paintings: Group show featuring work by Brian 
Brooks, Amanda Curreri, Matthew Gordon, Maggie 
Haas, Kelly Lynn Jones, Robert Minervini, Maysha 
Mohamedi, Jennie Ottinger, Erik Parra, George 
Pfau, Sarah Thibault, Ben Vilmain, Emily Wick, 
and Jake Ziemann. Saturdays, Sundays, 1-4 p.m. 
Continues through March 1. 4231 Telegraph Ave., 
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Oakland, 652-1623. 

San Francisco Art Exchange. Pattie Boyd: Like a 
Rainbow: Photo exhibit featuring candid snapshots 
of many classic rock legends, including her famous 
spouses George Harrison and Eric Clapton. Mon- 
days-Saturdays. Continues through March 15. 458 
Geary, S.F.,441-8840, sfae.com. 

San Francisco Art Institute. M. Lamar: Negrogothic: 
A face-first plunge into the objectivation of black 
men, from slavery to Robert Mapplethorpe, that 
combines astute social criticism with high camp 
and surrealist expression. Through Feb. 28. 800 
Chestnut, S.F.,771-7020, sfai.edu. 

Sandra Lee Gallery. Walter Quirt: Revolutions Unseen: 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 14. 
251 Post, S.F.,291-8000, sandraleegallery.com. 

Scott Nichols Gallery. Group f.64: Founders & Follow- 
ers: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through Feb. 28. 
49 Geary, S.F.,788-4641, scottnicholsgallery.com. 

Secession Art & Design. Silvi Alcivar & Shannon 
Weber: Open: The first gallery show at Secession’s 
new location features poetry, public love notes, 
and other text-based art. Tuesdays-Sundays. 3235 
Mission, S.F.,279-3058, secessionsf.com. 

Serge Sorokko Gallery. Jordan Doner: A Revolution in 
Luxury: Site-specific installation of large-scale color 
photographs, sculpture, and video. Through March 
8. 55 Geary, S.F.,421-7770, sorokko.com. 

SF Camerawork. Chris Fraser: Revolving Doors: A new 
interactive installation designed as an “architectural 
intervention” in response to the city’s gentrifi- 
cation. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 21. 1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, S.F.,487-1011, 
sfcamerawork.org. 

SMAart Gallery & Studio. Socially Conscious Abstrac- 
tion: Ceramic and mixed media sculpture by Steve 
Allen, Jennifer Brazelton, Cameron Crawford, Shenny 
Cruces, Pancho Jimenez, Tiffany Schmierer, Shannon 
Sullivan, and Sue Whitmore. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 7. 1045 Sutter, S.F.,962- 
7877, smaartgallery.com. 

Smith Andersen North. Joe Schwartz: Folk Photogra- 
phy - Poems I've Never Written: Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 7. 20 Greenfield, San 
Anselmo, 455-9733, smithandersennorth.com. 

SOMArts Cultural Center. Refuge in Refuse: Home- 
steading Art & Culture Project: Get a deeper look 
at the eclectic people who have taken over the 
Albany Bulb via a series of films highlighting the 
lives of former Bulb residents, as well as pieces 
from numerous artists inspired by or working inthe 
community. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 14. 934 Brannan, S.F.,863-1414, somarts.org. 

Southern Exposure. Sets: A series of two-week 
projects featuring process-based video and per- 
formance work, including Christy Chan's ‘“Who’'s 
Coming to Save You" (Jan. 9-24), Chris Kallmyer’s 
“Los Angeles Department of Weather Modification: 
Northern Bureau” (Jan. 29-Feb. 14), and Olivia Mole’s 
“YOGAFLOGOGO” (Feb. 21-March 7), plus special 
events. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 7. 3030 20th St., S.F.,863-2141, soex.org. 

Spoke Art Gallery. PRISMA Artist Collective: Third 
Annual Group Show: Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through Feb. 28. prismacollective.com. 816 Sutter, 
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S.F.,spoke-art.com. 

Steven Wolf Fine Arts. Zak Smith & William T. Vollmann: 
It's My Job to Be a Girl: Paintings and photographs. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 7. 
2747 19th St., S.F.,263-3677, stevenwolffinearts.com. 

Traywick Contemporary. New Abstraction: Featuring 
work by David Fought, Danielle Lawrence, Linn Myers, 
and Jessica Snow. Thursdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 21. 895 Colusa, Berkeley, 510-527- 
1214, traywick.com. 

UCSF Women's Health Center. Serenity: In Harmony: 
Featuring art by Carol Aust, Ann T. Elliott, Marc Ellen 
Hamel, Carol Rienecker, and Holly Van Hart. Through 
April 14. 2356 Sutter, S.F.,353-2293, ucsfhealth.org. 

University of San Francisco (USF). Just Passing 
Through: Sculptures & Installations: Kalmanovitz Hall 
rooftop sculpture terrace exhibit featuring large- 
scale works by Llewelynn Fletcher, Sasha Petrenko, 
Austin Thomas, and May Wilson. Mondays-Fridays, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 11. 2130 Fulton, 
S.F.,422-5555, usfca.edu. 

Vessel Gallery. Artists; Women: Group show featuring 
Cheryl Calleri, Pamela Merory Dernham, Christy 
Kovacs, Bella Feldman, Jocelyne Gilead, Bre Gipson, 
Maru Hoeber, Mari Marks, Evelyn Markasky, Younhee 
Paik, Iris Polos, Rossella Scapini, Julianne Wallace 
Sterling, and Linn Thygeson. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 28. 471 25th St., Oakland, 
510-893-8800, vessel-gallery.com. 

Vorres Gallery. Zachary Roberts: Fictional Histories: 
Featuring original paintings, mixed media sculptures, 
and an installation. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues 
through March 7. 3681 Sacramento, S.F.,423-4345, 
vorresgallery.com. 

Zener Schon Contemporary Art. Benito Rangel de 
Maria: Navigating Boundaries: Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 23 Sunnyside, Mill Valley, 
738-8505, zenerschongallery.com. 


COMEDY 


The 18 Mighty Mountain Warriors: Featuring Michael 
Chih Ming Hornbuckle, Todd Nakagawa, Greg Wata- 
nabe, and Pear! Wong. Sat., Feb. 28, 8 p.m., $15-$40. 
Oakland Asian Cultural Center, 388 Ninth St. Ste. 290, 
Oakland, 510-637-0455, oacc.cc. 

Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The Hobart 
Building), 582 Market, S.F.,781-3893, varietync.org/ 
screening-room. 

Bo Burnham: Make Happy Tour: Fri., Feb. 27, 8 p.m., 
sold out. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, S.F.,345- 
0900, thewarfieldtheatre.com. 

Brian Regan: Fri., Feb. 27, 8 p.m., $39.50-$69.50 
advance. The Masonic, 1111 California, S.F.,877-598- 
8497, sfmasonic.com. 

The Business: Bucky Sinister, David Gborie, Nato Green, 
Natasha Muse, and Jules Posner put in a night of hard 
work in their comedy gold mine. Tuesdays, 8 p.m., 
$5, facebook.com/thebusinesscomedy. Hemlock 
Tavern, 1131 Polk, S.F.,923-0923, hemlocktavern.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., 


VERY BAD, HILARIOUS THINGS 











Stand-up comedian Nikki Glaser jokes about deeply unpleasant topics. Like mow- 
ing down old men in her car, never knowing a mother’s love, or getting back to- 
gether with a boyfriend because he had a functioning printer. But look beyond that, 
and the former host of MTV’s Nikki & Sara Live (RIP) and frequent fixture on Com- 
edy Central’s @Midnight will joke about even more unpleasant things. Like DIY Bra- 
zilian waxes, the agony and ecstasy of using an electric toothbrush as a vibrator, or 
asking her man to shave her big toes. With any luck, she'll lighten things up with 
jokes about abortion or the correct season in which to leave children in a locked car 
(winter — they can last for hours!). 

Nikki Glaser performs at 8 tonight, 8 and 10 p.m. Friday and 7:30 and 9:30 
p.m. Saturday at the Punch Line Comedy Club, 444 Battery St., S.E $16-$22; 
397-7573 or punchlinecomedyclub.com. Giselle Velazquez 
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$10, cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F.,882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy Blast: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi 
and guests. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m., free, dannydechi. 
com. Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, S.F.,387-6343, 
neckofthewoodssf.com. 

Comedy by Michael: Monthly stand-up comedy show 
hosted by Michael D. Booker. Last Saturday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $15-$20, michaelbookerentertain- 
ment.com. Englander Sports Pub, 101 Parrott, San 
Leandro, 510-357-3571, englanderpub.com. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. 
Thursdays, 7 p.m., free; free. BrainWash Cafe & Laun- 
dromat, 1122 Folsom, S.F.,861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Cup o’ Comedy: Stand-up comedy with Danny Dechi and 
guests. Second and Fourth Thursday of every month, 
7p.m., free, dannydechi.com. Emma's Coffeehouse, 
5549 Geary, S.F.,933-6632. 

Cynic Cave: With headliner Merrill Davis. Sat., Feb. 
28, 8 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F.,643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 


12th Annual 


San Francisco International 
Ocean Film Festival 


www.oceanfilmfest.org 
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Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 28, $15. Un-Scripted Theater, 
533 Sutter, S.F.,un-scripted.com. 

Doc’s Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same 
stage where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 
p.m., free. Doc’s Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F.,649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Fight Comic: It's Andrew Roberts vs. The World in this 
audience-voted comedy competition. Tue., March 
3, 7 p.m., free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., S.F.,896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Frankie Quinones & Friends: Sun., March 1, 7:30 p.m., 
$16 advance. Cobb's Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
S.F.,928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
S.F.,387-6455, milksf.com. 


Hannibal Buress: The Comedy Camisado Tour: Thu., 
Feb. 26, 7:30 & 10:30 p.m., $35 (7:30 p.m. show sold 
out). Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, S.F.,563-2463, 
cityarts.net/nourse. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, S.F.,431- 
4278, harveyssf.com. 

High Brow: Enjoy a bowlful of comedy with James Fritz, 
Andrew Holmgren, Leslie Small, Kevin O'Shea, Lydia 
Popovich, Land Smith, and Jeremy Wheat. Fri., Feb. 
27, 10 p.m., $10. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F.,643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Hostel Comedy: Host Andrew Roberts welcomes 
visitors to the city by giving hostel dwellers a chance 
to do a 5-minute stand up routine every week (with 
extra entertainment provided by trained comedy 
experts). Saturdays, 7 p.m., free. PianoFight, 144 
Taylor, S.F.,816-3691, pianofight.com. 

I Told You So!: Regional comedians Jon Allen, Eloisa 
Bravo, Matt Lieb, Lydia Popovich, and Scott Simpson 
fill you in on a few funny things you should know. 
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Tue., March 3, 8 p.m., $15. Punch Line, 444 Battery, 
S.F.,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Learn from Me: Comedy showcase featuring John 
Brown, Ron Chapman, Christopher John, Chris- 
tian Reyes, and Ronn Vigh. Thu., Feb. 26, 8 p.m., 
$8-$10. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F.,649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. 
Meit!, 700 Columbus, S.F.,392-9290, melt-cafe.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest “brings 
together some of the most pessimistic, neurotic, and 
dysfunctional individuals on the face of the planet: 
stand-up comedians.” First Monday of every month, 
8 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy.com. The Rite Spot 
Cafe, 2099 Folsom, S.F.,552-6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Trevor 
Hill, and Jessica Sele. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10, mission- 
positionlive.com. Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, 
S.F.,643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 
p.m., $5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, S.F.,816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., S.F.,693-9588. 

Nikki Glaser: Through Feb. 28, $16-$22 advance. 
Punch Line, 444 Battery, S.F.,397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

Oh the Humanity: 60 minutes of stand-up comedy 
hosted by Kevin O'Shea. Thursdays, 9 p.m., $10. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, S.F.,816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Paul Mecurio: March 4-7, $16-$22 advance. Punch 
Line, 444 Battery, S.F.,397-7573, punchlinecom- 
edyclub.com. 

Mark Pitta & Friends: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $16-$26. 142 
Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, Mill 
Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Rajeev’'s Big Night Out: Rajeev Dhar hosts his monthly 
showcase of indie bands and comedians. Sat., Feb. 
28, 9 p.m., $7. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F.,970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

Safe Words: Stand-up comedy at a gay leather bar 
with (not gay or leathery) host Kollin Holtz. First 
Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., free. S.F. Eagle, 
398 12th St., S.F.,626-0880, sf-eagle.com. 

Sebastian Maniscalco: Feb. 26-28, $22.50-$30 
advance. Cobb’s Comedy Club, 915 Columbus, 
S.F.,928-4320, cobbscomedy.com. 

Sex Battle: Killing My Lobster splits into comedy teams 
divided along gender lines and competes in a series 
of thematic sketches. Fri., Feb. 27, 8 p.m.; Sat., Feb. 
28, 8 & 10 p.m., $10-$20, killingmylobster.com. 
PianoFight, 144 Taylor, S.F.,816-3691, pianofight.com. 

S.F. Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local laugh- 
makers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 444 
Battery, S.F.,397-7573, punchlinecomedyclub.com. 

Shit Creek: Share jokes, stories, and friendship brace- 
lets with Aviva Siegel, Marcy Mendelson, Mary Van 
Note, and DJ Real. Wed., March 4, 8 p.m., $10. Lost 


Fri 2/27 | Cinema 


THE LIFE AQUATIC 


Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F.,643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Sufficient Comedy Show: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/sufficientcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, S.F.,567-5589. 

The Tabernacle: Weekly comedy congregation with 
Matt Lieb, Torio Van Grol, Steve Post, and guests. 
Wednesdays, 8 p.m., $5. Dark Room Theater, 2263 
Mission, S.F.,401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, S.F.,970-0012, amnesiat- 
hebar.com. 

Vice Principals of Comedy: With Richard Toomer, 
Jessica Sele, Mikey Walz, and headliner Drew Platt, 
plus regular ‘pals Allison Mick, Hayden Greif-Neill, 
Erik Krasner, and Walker Glenn. Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m., 
$10-$12, facebook.com/VicePrincipalsOfComedy. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F.,643-3373, 
www.lostweekendvideo.com. 

The Worst Sex I Ever Had: Comedians Carrie Avritt, 
Griffin Daley, JR De Guzman, Taylor Made, Demar 
Randy, Molly Sanchez, and Alyssa Westerlund turn 
bad love into bawdy jokes. Fri., Feb. 27, 8 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/HellaGayComedyShow. Penelope Bar 
& Lounge, 555 12th St. #120, Oakland, 510-834-0404, 
penelopeoakland.com. 


DANCE - 
PERFORMANCES 
Baxtalo Drom: Amnesia’s monthly gypsy cabaret 
serves up belly dance by Elizabeth Strong, burlesque 
by Eva D'Luscious, music by DJ Delachaux, and more. 
Fri., Feb. 27, 9 p.m., $10-$15. Amnesia, 853 Valencia, 

S.F.,970-0012, amnesiathebar.com. 

Black Choreographers Festival: Here & Now: Now 
entering its second decade, this year’s BCF highlights 
the legacies of established Bay Area choreographers 
Alonzo King, Robert Moses, Reginald Ray Savage, 
and Deborah Vaughan, whose protégés — including 
Byb Chanel Bibene, Christal Brown, Antoine Hunter, 
Brontez Purnell, Raissa Simpson, Nafi Watson, Jamie 
Wright, and more — offer new works in two separate 
programs. Saturdays, Sundays, 7:30 p.m. Continues 
through March 1, $10-$20, bcfhereandnow.com. 
Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th St., S.F.,273-4633, 
dancemission.com. 

The Faults We Sought to Mend: Burnished at the 
Broken Places: Although it's a new work in a new 
season by a (relatively) new dance company, this for 
change dance collective premiere actually examines 
the possibility of healing the old, damaged, and 
broken through theatrical movement. Sat., Feb. 28, 8 
p.m.; Sun., March1, 2 p.m., $10-$20, forchangedance. 
org. 8th Street Studio Theatre, 2525 Eighth St., 
Berkeley, 510-527-8119. 

S.F. Ballet: Program 3: Featuring William Forsythe’s 
The Vertiginous Thrill of Exactitude, Hans van Ma- 
nen’s Variations for Two Couples, Natalia Makarova's 
“The Kingdom of the Shades” from the second act of 
La Bayadére, and the world premiere of Manifesto 
by S.F. Ballet's own Myles Thatcher. Fri., Feb. 27, 8 


It’s an old sailor’s expression: Water, water everywhere, so let’s make a film festival 
about it. The 12th annual San Francisco International Ocean Film Festival 
heeds the siren song of the sea with a flotilla of short and feature-length films. The 
festival kicks off four days of films today with Program 1 and the West Coast pre- 
miere of Invasion of the Giant Tortoises. The documentary is not about monster tur- 
tles bent on world domination, but it is about a controversial project to return giant 
tortoises to the African nation of Mauritius by replacing the long-extinct native va- 
riety with a close-enough nearby version, and its impact on the ecosystem. To see 
what the kids are up to, Sunday’s Program 7 is screening films from Bay Area stu- 
dents for the unbeatable price of free with an RSVP through the festival's website. 
The San Francisco International Ocean Film Festival kicks off at 4 p.m. 
at the Cowell Theater, Fort Mason Center, Marina Boulevard and Buchanan 
Street, S.F. Individual tickets $10-$15, $225 festival pass; oceanfilmfest.org. 


Giselle Velazquez 
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Sat 2/28 | Dance 


WILD THINGS 


According to the Merriam-Webster 
Dictionary, there are two sorts of fe- 
rality: that of the wild beast that has 
never been domesticated, and that 
of the once-domestic animal that has 
returned to the wilderness. Finnish 
Brotherhood Hall artists-in-resi- 
dence Leslie Castellano and Kevin 
Dockery play with the latter in Soft 
Reigns Feral Feral, a performance 
prompted by four months of explo- 
ration in creating momentary states 
of ferality in our otherwise civilized 
selves using dance, words, rituals, 
and other provocations. Central to 
their investigation is the human de- 
struction of the very environment 
required for the precarious order it 
so fiercely claims as identity. Audi- 
ence members are invited to bring a 
stuffed animal to be used as a prop in 
the performance for a $5 discount 
on admission. All animals will be re- 
turned to their domestic owners at 
the end of the show. 

Leslie Castellano and Kevin 
Dockery present Soft Reigns Feral 
Feral at 8 p.m. and again Sunday 
at the Finnish Brotherhood Hall, 
1970 Chestnut St., Berkeley. $15 
suggested donation; brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/1301360. 
Irene Hsiao 


p.m.; Sun., March1, 2 p.m.; Thu., March 5, 8 p.m.; Sat., 
March 7, 2 & 8 p.m., sfballet.org. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, S.F.,864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 
S.F. Ballet: Program 4: Featuring repertory perfor- 
mances of Jerome Robbins’ Dances at a Gathering 
and Liam Scarlett’s Hummingbird. Thu., Feb. 26, 8 
p.m.; Sat., Feb. 28, 2 & 8 p.m.; Tue., March 3, 8 p.m.; 
Wed., March 4, 7:30 p.m.; Fri., March 6, 8 p.m.; Sun., 
March 8, 2 p.m., sfballet.org. War Memorial Opera 
House, 301 Van Ness, S.F.,864-3330, sfwmpac.org. 
Smuin Ballet: Undiscovered: Smuin’s fifth annual 
choreography showcase gives its dancers a chance 
to rest their own feet and let their peers do the 
performing for them. This weekend's three shows 
include new ballet works choreographed by Erica 
Felsch, Nicole Haskins, Kevin James, Weston Krukow, 
Robert Moore, Ben Needham-Wood, Jonathan Powell, 
Susan Roemer, and Erin Yarbrough, plus former Smuin 
dancer Darren Anderson. Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 
Feb. 28, 2 & 7:30 p.m., $30, smuinballet.org. ODC 
Theater, 3153 17th St., S.F.,863-6606, odctheater.org. 
Soft Reigns Feral Feral: Leslie Castellano and Kevin 
Dockery return to the wild in a performance 
prompted by four months of exploration in creating 
momentary states of ferality using dance, words, 
rituals, and other provocations. Feb. 28-March 1, 8 
p.m., $15 (bring a stuffed animal for a $5 refund), 
dancersgroup.org/event/soft-reigns-feral-feral_ 
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feb28. Finnish Brotherhood Hall, 1970 Chestnut, 
Berkeley, 510-845-5352, finnishhall.com. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Bazaar Writers Salon: Peter Kline hosts poetry and 
fiction readings by Matthew Cooperman, Allison 
Davis, Charles McLeod, and Matthew Siegel. Sun., 
March1, 6 p.m., free, facebook.com/BazaarWriters- 
Salon. Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California, S.F.,831-5620, 
bazaarcafe.com. 

Fireside: Game Changer: Marilyn Pittman, Scott 
Sanders, Cherry Zonkowski, and other storytellers 
throw a few unexpected twists into their tales at 
Fireside’s (appropriately) new home. Wed., March 
4,8 p.m., $10, firesidestorytelling.com. Chez Poulet, 
3359 Cesar Chavez, San Francisco. 

Give Me Fiction: Crime: Writers and comedians — 
including Matt Lieb, Tara Marsden, Natasha Muse, 
Zahra Noorbaksh, Alitzah Oros, and Kevin Tang — read 
original short stories about humanity's baser nature. 
Sun., March 1, 8 p.m., $10, givemefiction.net. Lost 
Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, S.F.,643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Hearts Desire Reading Series: Featuring Dodie Bel- 
lamy, Amy Berkowitz, and Yume Kim. Sat., Feb. 28, 
8 p.m., heartsdesirereadingseries.tumbir.com. The 
Omni, 4799 Shattuck, Oakland, omni-oakland.org. 

Jazz Stories: Pianist Richard Leiter is joined by 
hornman Cayce Carnahan and percussionist Teerth 
Gonzalez for ‘Talking Trumpet: Miles, Diz, and Chet,” 
an evening of music-augmented anecdotes about 
Messrs. Davis, Gillespie, and Baker. Tue., March 
3, 7:30 p.m., free. Pegasus & Pendragon Books 
& Music, 1855 Solano, Berkeley, 510-525-6888, 
pegasusbookstore.com. 

John Benditt: The veteran science and technology 
writer trades facts for fables in his fictional debut, 
The Boatmaker. Wed., March 4, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Green Apple Books on the Park, 1231 Ninth Ave., 
S.F.,greenapplebooks.com. 

Kim Gordon: The Sonic Youth bassist and Riot Grrrl 
icon discusses her memoir, Girl in a Band, in convo 
with Sleater-Kinney's Carrie Brownstein. Though 
advance tickets are sold out, the talk can be viewed 
live online at jccsf.org/ondemand. Wed., March 4, 
8 p.m., sold out. Jewish Community Center of San 
Francisco, 3200 California, S.F.,292-1200, jccsf.org. 

Laura Ackley: The local architectural historian dis- 
cusses her book San Francisco's Jewel City: The 
Panama-Pacific International Exposition of 1915 
immediately following the ceremonial relighting of 
the Ferry Building. Tue., March 3, 6:30 p.m., free, 
heydaybooks.com/event. Book Passage, 1 Ferry 
Building Ste. 42, S.F.,835-1020, bookpassage.com. 

Litquake’s Epicenter: Paperback launch party for Lisa 
See's latest novel, China Dolls — set in the China- 
town nightclubs of San Francisco between the two 
World Wars — featuring the author in conversation 
with Lalita Tademy. Tue., March 3, 7 p.m., $5-$15 
suggested donation, litquake.org. Viracocha, 998 
Valencia, S.F.,374-7048, viracochasf.com. 

Mac McClelland: The human rights journalist's Irritable 
Hearts: A PTSD Love Story provides an intimate 
examination of the disorder that includes detailed 
reporting on our culture's relationship to PTSD; the 
latest research, which indicates that family members 
of sufferers often develop serious symptoms; and 
a very real love story. Thu., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m., 
free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, S.F.,863-8688, 
booksmith.com. 

Mai Al-Nakib: Go beyond the provocative news 
headlines and get a glimpse of Middle Eastern life 
as it’s really lived in The Hidden Light of Objects, the 
debut collection of short stories from this Associate 
Professor of English and Comparative Literature at 
Kuwait University. Thu., Feb. 26, 6 p.m., free. Book 
Passage, 1 Ferry Building Ste. 42, S.F.,835-1020, 
bookpassage.com. 

Margot Pepper: The local novelist escapes from the 
Matrix long enough to reveal some dark secrets 
about San Francisco's cyberfuture in her dystopian 
sci-fi thriller, American Day Dream. Sun., March 1, 
2p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, S.F.,586- 
3733, birdbeckett.com. 

Pandemonium Press Presents: Hot! New Books!: 
Mary Mackey, Richard May, Indigo Moor, and Jon 


Sindell serve up some fresh work, bookended (no 
pun intended) by 30-minute open mic sessions. Wed., 
March 4, 6:45 p.m., free. Spice Monkey, 1628 Webster, 
Oakland, 510-268-0170, spicemonkeycafe.com. 

Poetry & Conversations: Javon Johnson & Rudy 
Francisco: The two poetry slam champs share their 
thoughts on the spoken word. Thu., Feb. 26, 6:30 
p.m., free. SFSU Campus, Humanities Building, 1600 
Holloway, S.F.,338-1111, sfsu.edu. 

Poetry & Jazz Series: The Beat Museum's new read- 
ings-plus-live-music series trades North Beach's 
bohemian streets for the Top of the Mark's more 
rarified air, with local treasure Alejandro Murguia 
providing the words at this inaugural event. Tue., 
March 3, 6:30 p.m., Kerouac.com. Top of the Mark, 
One Nob Hill, 999 California, S.F.,616-6916, intercon- 
tinentalmarkhopkins.com. 

Poetry Flash: With Chana Bloch and Rusty Morrison. 
Thu., Feb. 26, 7:30 p.m., free. Moe’s Books, 2476 
Telegraph, Berkeley, 510-849-2087, moesbooks.com. 

Poetry Unbound #22: The Berkeley reading series 


takes a politically pugilistic turn with readings from 
Fightin’ Words: 25 Years of Provocative Poetry and 
Prose from “The Blue-Collar PEN,” including con- 
tributors Judith Cody, John Curl, Sharon Doubiago, 
Tony R. Rodriguez, Andy Ross, and Andrena Zawinski. 
Sun., March1, 5 p.m., $5 donation, richardloranger. 
com/events/poetry-unbound. The Art House Gal- 
lery, 2905 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, 510-482-3336, 
berkeleyarthouse.wordpress.com. 

Poets!: Featuring Franklin Zawacki, whose poem 
“Roadsiding Hay" won the 2014 Robert Frost Award, 
followed by an open mic session. Mon., March 2, 7 
p.m., free. Bird & Beckett, 653 Chenery, S.F.,586- 
3733, birdbeckett.com. 

RADAR Presents: Banned Book Book Club - POC 
Edition: Virgie Tovar hosts readings by Rina Ayuyang, 
Maya Chincilla, Juliana Delgado, Rhodessa Jones, 
MariNaomi, and Mason J. Fri., Feb. 27, 7 p.m., 
$5 suggested donation, radarproductions.org. 
Galeria de la Raza, 2857 24th St., S.F.,826-8009, 
galeriadelaraza.org. 


San Francisco's Queer Open Mic: Monthly LGBT read- 
ings (and more) since 2004. Fourth Friday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., donation, queeropenmic.com. 
Modern Times Bookstore, 2919 24th St., S.F.,282- 
9246, moderntimesbookstore.com. 

Scott Saul: Go beyond the laughter with biographer 
Scott Saul’s Becoming Richard Pryor. Tue., March 
3, 7:30 p.m., free. The Booksmith, 1644 Haight, 
S.F.,863-8688, booksmith.com. 

Steinbeck Birthday Celebration 2015: Lovebattles: 
Susan Shillinglaw reads from her biography Carol 
and John Steinbeck: Portrait of a Marriage, Taelen 
Thomas acts out some scenes from Steinbeck books, 
and Steve Mortensen sings Steinbeck-inspired Woody 
Guthrie songs at this multidisciplinary tribute to the 
late, great American writer. Sat., Feb. 28, 7 p.m., 
$12-$15. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, S.F.,649-6191, 
docslabsf.com. 

TMI Storytelling: My Funky Valentine: Raconteurs 
Mike Capozzola, Deborah Heyer, Herbally Inspired, 
Denise Hoffner, Joyce Lee, and Paco Romane reveal 
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their experiences with the wrong side of love. 
Thu., Feb. 26, 7 p.m., $10-$13, tmistorytelling.com. 
La Pena Cultural Center, 3105 Shattuck, Berkeley, 
510-849-2568, lapena.org. 


The Warmth of African-American Authors: A Literary 


Migration of Soul, Song, and Story: Black History 
Month comes to a huge conclusion when more than 
50 (!) authors convene in Alameda for a congregation 
of creativity. A percentage of proceeds from book 
purchases will also benefit the United Negro College 
Fund. Sat., Feb. 28, 5 p.m., free. Books Inc./Alameda, 
1344 Park, Alameda, 510-522-2226, booksinc.net. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Alcatraz Island. @Large: Ai Weiwei on Alcatraz: 


Assisted by international collaborators, Chinese 
activist artist Ai Weiwei — who can't leave his 
country because China's government confiscated 
his passport — creates a large-scale art exhibit for 
a site that symbolizes the measures authorities will 
take to utterly confine prisoners. Alcatraz stopped 
being a working prison in 1963, but its buildings and 
bars still evoke the harsh realities of confinement — 
and Ai Weiwei echoes that atmosphere with sound 
installations, sculptures, and mixed-media works 
that tackle issues of freedom and promise to be 
as thought-provoking as anything he’s ever done. 
Through April 26. $18.25-$30. aiweiweialcatraz.org. 
San Francisco Bay, S.F.,561-4900, nps.gov/alcatraz. 


Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 


Museum Collection: A display of more than 2,500 
objects from the museum's permanent collection 
explores the major cultures of Asia. Daily. From 
Two Arises Three: The Collaborative Works of 
Arnold Chang & Michael Cherney: A photographer 
(Cherney) and a Chinese ink painter (Chang) balance 
contemporary and traditional techniques in this 
exhibit featuring both collaborative and solo works. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 1. Tradi- 
tion on Fire: Contemporary Japanese Ceramics from 
the Paul and Kathy Bissinger Collection: Includes 
22 works by 20 modern potters from Japan. Tues- 
days-Sundays. Continues through April 5. Seduction: 
Japan's Floating World: Featuring over 70 works, 
“Seduction” gives audiences a glimpse into the 
prostitute village of Yoshiwara, which the inhabitants 
of Edo would visit to indulge their carnal desires. 
Grandiose pleasure is represented in the artwork, 
such as a 58-foot-long scroll illustrating an excursion 
to the village, where sex workers entertained clients 
in an atmosphere of theater, dance, and other art 
forms that ensured visitors would — one way or 
another — leave entirely satisfied. Tuesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through May 10. The Printer’s Eye: 
Ukiyo-e from the Grabhorn Collection: Japanese 
woodblock prints from the Edo period (1615-1868) 
illustrate some of the entertainments available to 
pleasure seekers of the time. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through May 10. Opera at the Asian: 
Musical performances by Adler Fellows from the S.F. 
Opera and Merola Opera Program, followed by a wine 


Sat 2/28 | Dance 


STUCK TOGETHER 


and cheese reception. Thu., Feb. 26, 7-9 p.m.$20-$30 
(includes museum admission). SFUSD Arts Festival: 
The San Francisco United School District presents 
its annual roundup of the best student visual art, 
writing, performances, and more. Starting Feb. 28. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through March 8. 200 
Larkin, S.F.,581-3500, asianart.org. 


The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 


into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cassady, 
and other Beat Generation characters via original 
manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal items, 
and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. $5-$8. 
540 Broadway, S.F.,399-9626, thebeatmuseum.org. 


California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attraction: 


Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating strate- 
gies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Earthquake: Treat 
your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate 
tectonics, a recreation of a Victorian salon that 
shakes like two of San Francisco's most famous 
quakes, a planetarium show, interactive displays, and 
more. Daily. Habitat Earth: The California Academy 
of Sciences’ newest planetarium show redefines the 
traditional concept of astronomical presentation, 
turning the telescopes around and focusing onthe 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself — as 
it invites viewers to discover what it means to 
live in today’s connected world on the only planet 
known to sustain biodiversity and life. Daily. Penguin 
Feeding: Watch as the Academy's flightless friends 
are offered their breakfast and lunch. Daily, 10:30 
a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: Scientists dive into the 
Academy's live coral tank and offer live explanations 
of its denizens. Daily, 11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Sharks 
and Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: 
Get up close and personal with some of the Acade- 
my's scaly, slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. 
NightLife: Weekly afterhours party featuring dance 
music, drinks, scientific presentations, hands-on 
activities, and more for people who like to pair their 
intellectual curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 
p.m. $10-$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. 55 
Music Concourse, S.F.,379-8000, calacademy.org. 


California Historical Society Museum. City Rising: San 


Francisco and the 1915 World's Fair: To complement 
its exhibit of the same name at the Palace of Fine 
Arts, the CHS presents photographs, souvenirs, 
videos, light installations, a diorama, and other 
items commemorating the 1915 Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition. Tuesdays-Sundays. Contin- 
ues through Dec. 6. Free. ppiel00.org. 678 Mission, 
S.F.,357-1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Cartoon Art Museum. Savage Dragon: The Art of Erik 


Larsen: The Image Comics co-founder chose more 
than three dozen of his favorite pieces for this 
retrospective exhibit honoring his green-skinned 
superhero's 200th issue. Tuesdays-Sundays. Con- 
tinues through May 31. savagedragon.com. The Art 
of Song of the Sea and The Secret of Kells: Irish 
animation studio Cartoon Saloon shares original 
art and digital concept drawings from two of its 


The West waves the banners of youth and beauty with our many prophylactics 
against the passage of time: Botox to erase the lines of experience, dyes to fill in 
colors that have faded, lifts and push-ups to counter the inexorable pull of gravity. 
An old building gets gutted, an old phone gets thrown into the darkest corner of 
the junk drawer, an old pair of shoes gets thrown over telephone wires that no lon- 
ger hum with activity, because who has a landline anymore? While chipped cups 
and smashed saucers usually go into the trash heap, the Japanese art of kintsugi 
celebrates the ravages of age by gluing broken ceramics back together with lacquer 
and then burnishing the seams with gold. See the concept in performance in The 


Faults We Sought to Mend: Burnished at the Broken Places by the for 


change dance collective. 


The for change dance collective presents The Faults We Sought to Mend: Bur- 
nished at the Broken Places at 8 p.m. and again 2 p.m. Sunday at Eighth Street 
Studio, 2525 Eighth St., Berkeley. $10-$20; forchangedance.org. Irene Hsiao 
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Sun 3/1| Literature 


READING, WRITING, AND WRASSLIN’ 


The Poetry Unbound reading series, which unites literature lovers on the first Sun- 
day of every month, is taking a pugilistic turn this week with readings from Figh- 
tin’ Words: 25 Years of Provocative Poetry and Prose from The 
Blue-Collar PEN. Readers include Andrena Zawinski, whose poem What About 
a Fight? traces a lifetime’s worth of male aggression, as well as fellow Fightin’ Words 
contributors Andy Ross, John Curl, Judith Cody, and more. With stories about 
radical politics, social justice, and everyday ass-kickers, only the serene setting of 
the Art House Gallery will keep this gathering from erupting into a battle royale. 

Poetry Unbound #22 starts at 5 p.m., Art House Gallery, 2905 Shattuck 
Ave., Berkeley. $5; (510) 472-3170 or berkeleyarthouse.wordpress.com. 


Giselle Velazquez 


Oscar-nominated children’s films. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through June 21. Slinging Satire: Masters 
of Political Cartoons: Views from both sides of the 
political spectrum are given cheeky artistic form in 
this exhibit that includes work by Mark Fiore, David 
Horsey, Kevin Siers, Tom Tomorrow, Matt Wuerker, 
and more. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 15. Cartoonist in Residence: Karl Dotter: 
Free meet-and-greet session with this month's 
featured local artist. Sat., Feb. 28, 1-3 p.m. Free. 
Savage Dragon: A Look Back with Erik Larsen: The 
artist gives an hourlong guided tour of the works 
he personally selected for his retrospective comix 
exhibit, followed by a free public reception from 7-9 
p.m. Sat., Feb. 28, 6 p.m. $10 (free after 7 p.m.). 655 
Mission, S.F.,227-8666, cartoonart.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Aquascapes: The Art of 


Underwater Gardening: Subaquatic plants form 
landscapes beneath the waves in this exhibit spot- 
lighting a variety of freshwater tropical flora from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. 100 John F. Kennedy 
Drive, S.F.,666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Letters to Afar: 


Hungarian filmmaker Péter Forgacs and American 
klezmer band The Klezmatics created this audiovi- 
sual installation using home movies shot by Jews 
in pre-WW2 Poland, where the happy innocence of 
the domestic scenes is inescapably tainted by our 
knowledge of the horrors that would soon await 
them. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Continues through May 24. Poland and Palestine: 
Two Lands and Two Skies: Four dozen photographs 
by Ze’ev Aleksandrowicz capture the daily life of 
European and Middle Eastern Jews in the 1930s 
prior to the founding of the State of Israel. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues through 
May 24. Hardly Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone 
lucky enough to meet Warren Hellman, or see him 
perform at his signature cultural creation, Hardly 
Strictly Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and 
humanity that emanated from his being (and his 
banjo). The Contemporary Jewish Museum assem- 
bles rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special personal 
possessions like a banjo signed by star performers 
and a jacket covered with rhinestones and a Star of 
David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. In 
That Case: Havruta in Contemporary Art - Helena 
Keeffe & Jessica Prentice: A visual artist (Keeffe) 
collaborates with a chef and food activist (Prentice) 
for this second exhibition in the CJM's ongoing series 
of works inspired by modern readings of the Talmud. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April 14. J. Otto Seibold and Mr. Lunch: This 
exhibit dedicated to the much-loved children’s book 
author/illustrator (and the character based on his 
real family dog) includes full-color illustrations, 
storyboards, and rough digital image skeletons, 
plus interactive environments for kids. Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays, 11 a.m. Continues 
through March 8. $10-S12. Rick Prelinger & Péter 
Forgacs in Conversation: The two archivists and 
filmmakers — from San Francisco and Budapest, re- 
spectively — discuss how they use home movies and 
other found footage to document history and turn 
ostensibly ordinary banalities to poetic purposes. 
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Thu., Feb. 26, 6:30 p.m. $10. Lamp of the Covenant: 
Dave Lane, often described as “an outsider artist,” 
has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot sheath 
of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other objects 
that hang over the museum's central lobby. Like the 
eternal light that can be found in every synagogue, 
Lane's gigantic lamp can be seen as a symbol of 
higher connection — both literally and figuratively. 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. Drop-In Art 
Making: Weekly art workshops for kids and families. 
Sundays, 1-3 p.m. Free with museum admission. 736 
Mission, S.F.,655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Embodiments: Masterworks of 


African Figurative Sculpture: 120 sculptures from 
sub-Saharan Africa showcase widely varied inter- 
pretations of the human form. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through July 5. Janet Delaney: South of 
Market: In this series of photographs from the 1970s 
and ‘80s, the local artist brings us back to an era 
when Folsom leather bars were legion, the Moscone 
Center was but a glimmer in a businessman's eye, 
and the neighborhood “south of the slot” had more 
SROs than condos. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through July 19. Lauren Bartone: A City in Maps: The 
de Young's February artist-in-residence employs 
found paper and trash scraps to create visual rep- 
resentations of the museum and its geographical 
surroundings. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 1. laurenbartone.com. 50 Hagiwara Tea Garden 
Drive, S.F.,750-3600, deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. Tactile Dome: One of the Explor- 


atorium’s earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze 
designed to heighten one’s awareness of the 
sense of touch — reopens at the new location after 
a slight redesign. Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in 
addition to regular museum admission). Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Full-Spectrum Science: Exploratorium scientist 
Ron Hipschman lets you have fun with physics via 
hands-on activities and demonstrations that explore 
physical phenomena like sound, color, temperature, 
etc. Fourth Thursday of every month, 8 p.m.; Fourth 
Sunday of every month, 11 a.m., 2 & 3:30 p.m. Pier 
15, S.F.,528-4444, exploratorium.edu. 


GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: 


Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., 
S.F.,621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: Porce- 


lain from England and continental Europe. Tues- 
days-Sundays. The Salon Doré: Recently restored, 
this installation recreates the extravagant French 
Neoclassical interior of the H6tel de la Trémoille in 
Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. El Greco in San Francisco: 
Three religious paintings displayed in honor of the 
400th anniversary of the death of the Greek painter: 
Saint Francis Venerating the Crucifix, Saint John 
the Baptist, and Saint Peter. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Feb. 28. 100 34th Ave., S.F.,750- 
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3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 

Museum of Performance & Design. Instant Love: 
The MPD captures a bit of the enigmatic energy of 
live stage performances via snapshots, sketches, 
and selfies taken from rehearsals and backstage 
by some of the greatest performers of all time (in- 
cluding sweet drawings by legendary ballerina Anna 
Pavlova). Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
March 21. 893B Folsom, S.F.,255-4800, mpdsf.org. 

Museum of the African Diaspora. The Art of Eliz- 
abeth Catlett: Selections from the Collection of 
Samella Lewis: Nearly 40 works comprise this look 
back at the African-American artist's long career 
as an expressionistic sculptor and printmaker. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 
5. Marie Johnson Calloway: Legacy of Color: The 
Baltimore-raised, Bay Area-residing art veteran 
displays paintings and mixed media works featuring 
strong female characters and bold use of color. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through April 12. 
Lava Thomas: Beyond: This two-part exhibition mixes 
some of the Bay Area artist's older works from the 
1990s with a new installation. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 5. $5-$10. 685 Mission, 
S.F.,358-7200, moadsf.org. 

Oakland Museum of California. Bees: Tiny Insect, 
Big Impact: With bee populations declining across 
the nation, this family friendly exhibit acts as 
both an introduction to these striped insects and 
a wake-up call about their ecological importance. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through Sept. 20. 
Marion Gray: Within the Light: Almost two dozen 
photographs chronicle four decades of the artist's 
attempts to capture transitory performances, 
dances, and installations around the Bay Area. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through June 21. 
Fertile Ground: Art and Community in California: In 
collaboration with SFMOMA, the Oakland Museum of 
California dissects four artistic epochs of the last 70 
years: The 1930s and the circle around Diego Rivera 
and Frida Kahlo; the 1940s and ‘50s and the painters 
and photographers connected to the California 
School of Fine Arts (Diebenkorn, David Park, et 


al.); the 1960s and ‘70s and the artists affiliated 
with UC Davis (Thiebaud, Robert Arneson, et al.); 
and the 1990s and current scene that's associated 
with the Mission District (Barry McGee, Ruby Neri, 
et al.). Each period is worth the attention. Getting all 
four is like winning a lottery. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 12. Sunshine and Superhe- 
roes: San Diego Comic-Con: Vintage comic books, 
convention paraphernalia, cosplay outfits, videos, 
and other items reflect upon the continuing influ- 
ence of the nation’s largest annual geek gathering. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through May 31. 
1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 


Palace of Fine Arts. City Rising: San Francisco and the 


1915 World's Fair: To commemorate the centennial 
of the Panama-Pacific International Exhibition, the 
California Historical Society presents an exhibit 
featuring vintage images, an animated video, 
illustrated map, architectural remnants from the fair, 
and the PPIE’s last remaining structure, the Palace 
of Fine Arts itself. Through Jan. 10, 2016, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Free. californiahistoricalsociety.org. 3301 Lyon, 
S.F.,567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 


Ripley's Believe It or Not! Museum. World Sword 


Swallower's Day: Risk-defying daredevils perform 
their trademark trick (and other acts) to celebrate 
their ancient tradition, with a “simultaneous 
swallow” taking place at 2:28 p.m. Sat., Feb. 28, 
2 p.m. Free (museum admission not included). 175 
Jefferson, S.F.,202-9850, ripleys.com. 


San Francisco Botanical Garden. Fotanicals: The 


Secret Language of Flowers: Floral photography 
by Vietnamese artist joSon on display in the Helen 
Crocker Russell Library. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through April 30. Magnificent Mag- 
nolias: Annual spring bloom of the garden's dozens 
of rare magnolia trees. Through March 31. Martin 
Luther King Jr., S.F.,564-3239, sfbotanicalgarden.org. 


San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 


Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 


Chronic Hepatitis B’? 
|} 


Hepatitis B Treatment Study 


What 


A 28 day study of an investigational 
new treatment for Hepatitis B 


Who 


Adults, 18 to 65, who are living 
with chronic Hepatitis B 


Pay 


Participants will receive up to $1500 


Details 


For more information, please call Dr. Jay at 


Quest Clinical Research — (415) 353-0800 
or email DrJay@questclinical.com 
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Mon 3/2 | Sweet Charity 


EXTRA, EXTRA! BROADWAY FIGHTING AIDS! 


1992 was a banner year for film flops: Stop! Or My Mom Will Shoot, Captain Ron, 
Cool World, Newsies. Only Newsies was resurrected as a Tony Award-winning 
Broadway show (although we're still hoping to see Sylvester Stallone’s Sgt. Joe Bo- 
mowski on The Great White Way), and now the musical is raising money for peo- 
ple living with AIDS, at the cabaret fundraiser One Night Only. The touring cast 
of the Disney show is warbling peppy tunes about destitute newsboys for The 
Richmond/Ermet AIDS Foundation. Expect to see singer Sharon McNight, Ameri- 
ca's Got Talent star Shawn Ryan, and comedy writer/Hollywood Squares panelist 
emeritus Bruce Vilanch. A hundred percent of the ticket price goes to AIDS non- 
profits, and hey, big spender — spend $80 and have a good time at the sugar- and 


cocktail-fueled dessert afterparty. 


One Night Only starts at 7:30 p.m. at Marines’ Memorial Theatre, 609 Sut- 
ter St., S.E. $35-$80; helpisontheway.org or 273-1620. Giselle Velazquez 


shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
S.F.,447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 


San Francisco Museum of Craft & Design. Chris Eck- 


ert: Mechanical Parables: The local artist showcases 
his interactive kinetic assemblages inspired by the 
aesthetics of vintage machinery. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 19. Data Clay: Digital Strat- 
egies for Parsing the Earth: Ceramics artists and 
designers manipulate the shapes of their chosen 
materials with modern computer technology in this 
group exhibit. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 19. 2569 Third St., S.F.,773-0303, sfmcd.org. 


San Francisco Railway Museum. Fair, Please! Street- 


cars to the Panama-Pacific International Exposition: 
Photos show how tourists and locals used Muni trains 
to visit the 1915 world's fair in the Marina. Through 
Nov. 1. Free. ppiel00.org. 77 Steuart, S.F.,974-1948, 
streetcar.org. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Lights! Camera! 


uest 
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Glamour! The Photography of George Hurrell: 
Leave Mickey, Minnie, and the rest of the cartoon 
crew behind for a while and gaze upon this series of 
lush, dramatic, and glamorous B+W photo portraits 
of classic movie stars from Hollywood's golden age. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
June 29. All Aboard: A Celebration of Walt's Trains: 
From the 1929 cartoon Mickey's Choo-Choothrough 
the space-age monorails of Disneyland, trains held 
a special place in Walt Disney's heart. This exhibit 
collects photos, videos, and other artifacts — in- 
cluding working scale model trains — in honor of his 
long fascination. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 15. 104 Montgomery, 
S.F.,345-6800, waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. The Way Things 


Go: Thai artist Rirkrit Tiravanija curated this inter- 
national multidisciplinary project that starts with 
small items (seeds, sugar, personal belongings) and 
attempts to unpack larger sociocultural stories and 
themes hidden within. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through May 24. Nate Boyce: Polyscroll: Video and 
sculpture combine in the local artist's array of mutat- 
ing shapes, forms, and images. Wednesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through April 5. Kota Ezawa: Boardwalk: 
A 2-D recreation of the Funtown Pier boardwalk 
and amusement park in Seaside Heights, NJ — the 
destruction of which became an iconic image of 
Hurricane Sandy's wrath — constructed in the YBCA’s 
Third Street courtyard. Through Nov. 30. Free. 701 
Mission, S.F.,978-2787, ybca.org. 


THEATER 


A Lie of the Mind: Familial dysfunction, distrust, and 


violence ... yep, we're back in Sam Shepard's neck of 
the woods, with Loretta Greco directing this Magic 
Theatre revival of Shepard's dark ensemble drama 
Originally premiered in 1985. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 1, $20-$60. Magic Theatre, 
Fort Mason, Bldg. D, S.F.,441-8822, magictheatre.org. 


Abundance: Two 19th century women set out for the 


wild frontier and learn that Manifest Destiny is not 
what it’s cracked up to be in this revisionist Western 
from Pulitzer Prize winner Beth Henley (Crimes of 
the Heart). Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through March 14, $38. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, 
S.F.,882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 


Antigone: Madeline H.D. Brown takes over the title role 


in Cutting Ball's production of the classic Sophocles 
tragedy, here directed by Paige Rogers and featuring 
a new translation by Theater Hall of Fame inductee 
Daniel Sullivan. Dedicated theatergoers may also 
wish to compare and contrast it with Xtigone, the 
African-American Shakespeare Company's modern- 
ized take on the tale, running through March 8 at the 
Buriel Clay Theater. Thursdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 22, $10-$50. The Cutting Ball Theater, 
277 Taylor, S.F.,525-1205, cuttingball.com. 


As You Like It: Special fundraising performance by (and 


for) the people who bring you the free San Francisco 
Shakespeare Festival. Sat., Feb. 28, 2 p.m., $10-$15, 
sunsetarts.wordpress.com. The Episcopal Church 
of the Incarnation, 1750 29th Ave., S.F.,564-2324, 
incarnationsf.org. 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 


spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanket- 
babylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, S.F.,421-4222, 
beachblanketbabylon.com. 


Bear-barella: Peaches Christ presents a drag rec- 


reation of the Sixties-est sci-fi film ever made 
— starring Lady Bear in the Jane Fonda title role — 
with plenty of orgasmatronic kinky sex references 
and Duran Duran jokes to go around. Feb. 26-28, 
7:30 p.m., $22. Oasis, 298 ith St., S.F.,985-4442, 
Sfoasis.com. 


Breaking the Code: With a certain Mr. Cumberbatch 


currently winning accolades for his film portrayal 
of British mathematician Alan Turing, Theatre 
Rhinoceros revives Hugh Whitemore’s 1987 play 
about the gay genius whose private life ended in 
injustice and tragedy. John Fisher directs and stars 
in the role of Turing, originally played by Derek 
Jacobi on both stage and screen. Starting March 4, 
Wednesdays-Saturdays. Continues through March 
21, therhino.org. Eureka Theatre, 215 Jackson, 
S.F.,/88-7469, theeurekatheatre.com. 


Di Megileh of Itzik Manger: New Yiddish Theater and 


the Jewish Music Festival bring back last year's 
popular Purim musical — complete with the same 
lead performers — for a second run. Feb. 26-March 
1, 8 p.m.; Mon., March 2, 1:30 p.m.; Tue., March 3, 
8 p.m., $25-$30 (or $12-$15 for March 2 matinee 
performance), jewishmusicfestival.org. Jewish 
Community Center of the East Bay, 1414 Walnut, 
Berkeley, 510-848-0237, jcceastbay.org. 


Edith Can Shoot Things and Hit Them: With its 


young protagonists left to fend for themselves 
without supervision on “a remote non-working 
farm outside of a remote town in remotest middle 
America,” A. Rey Pamatmat's heartfelt coming-of- 
age tale combines youthful wish-fulfillment fantasy 
with bittersweet drama about the less-desirable 
demands of adulthood. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through March 21, $15-$35, crowdedfire. 
org. The Thick House, 1695 18th St., S.F.,401-8081, 
thickhouse.org. 


Feisty Old Jew: Charlie Varon’s solo comedy lam- 


pooning trendy and expensive 21st century San 
Francisco — as well as the old-timers fighting against 
inevitable change — does the only thing it has left 
to do: it up and moves to the East Bay. Saturdays, 
8:30 p.m.; Sundays, 5 p.m. Continues through March 
22, $25-$100. The Marsh Berkeley, 2120 Allston, 
Berkeley, 510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 


Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 


songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, S.F.,882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 


Global Age Project Festival: The Aurora Theatre 


Company stages weekly readings of the three 
prize-winning scripts from its 10th annual new play 
program — including Don Nguyen’s Red Flamboyant 
(Feb. 9), Jonathan Spector's FTW (Feb. 16), and 
Martyna Majok’s Ironbound (Feb. 23) — and throws a 
festival closing party (March 2) that features scenes 
from previous GAP winners. Mondays. Continues 
through March 2, free (or $25 for reserved seating). 
Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 Addison, Berkeley, 
510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 


Haiku Tunnel: A neurotic office worker's daily travails 


may not lead to a huge payday, but at least they 
can be mined for comedy gold in these repertory 
performances of Josh Kornbluth’s acclaimed mono- 
logue. Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 5 p.m. Continues 
through March 28, $20-$100. The Marsh Berkeley, 
2120 Allston, Berkeley, 510-704-8291, themarsh.org. 


Home Street Home: With his famously snotty sense of 


off-color humor in full evidence, NOFX frontman Fat 
Mike teams up with Avenue Q's Jeff Marx and kink 
queen Soma Snakeoil to premiere this new musical 
about young runaways that proudly features a lot 
more horny sex, hard drugs, and pogo-hopping 
punk rock than just about anything you'll find on 
Broadway. Through March 1; Through March 7. Z 
Space, 450 Florida, S.F.,626-0453, zspace.org. 


How the World Began: In this regional premiere of 


Catherine Trieschmann’s drama, a liberal science 
teacher's offhanded remark about the origin of 
life causes a storm of controversy in her new 
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Midwestern home, where the Christian locals are 
still reeling from the destructive repercussions of 
a recent Act of God. Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m.; 
Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues through March 8, $20- 
$50. The Custom Made Theatre Co., 1620 Gough, 
S.F.,798-2682, custommade.org. 


Inside Out: Former BATS actor Stephen Kearin brings 


his part-scripted, part-improvised solo show inspired 
by the “true stories of an unbelievable family” 
back to his old Fort Mason stomping grounds for 
four nights. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 28, $35-$40, facebook.com/Inside. 
Out.Stories. Fort Mason, Southside Theater, Marina, 
S.F.,fortmason.org. 


The Lyons: This bitingly comic Broadway hit from Nicky 


Silver centers on Rita (Ellen Ratner), the matriarch 
of a family in crisis. When the pleasantries die, 
the barbs fly, and you just might see a family you 
recognize. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
March 8, $32-$60. Aurora Theatre Company, 2081 
Addison, Berkeley, 510-843-4822, auroratheatre.org. 


Mighty Real: A Fabulous Sylvester Musical: Former 


Cockette Sylvester, of ‘You Make Me Feel (Mighty 
Real)" fame, was the queen of disco in every sense 
of the term, and this musical brings the San Francisco 
icon’s story to the stage. Written and performed 
by Anthony Wayne, the show explores Sylvester's 
music, but it also touches on his trailblazing work 
as an AIDS/HIV activist and the daily bravery of 
unapologetically, joyfully being who he was at atime 
when few could accept it. Wednesdays-Sundays, 8 
p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues through March 
1, $30-$100. Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., 
S.F.,641-7657, brava.org. 


Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, performance 


artists, and others take the stage at this regular 
staging of works in progress. Mondays, 7:30 p.m., 
$7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, S.F.,826-5750, 
themarsh.org. 


Mr. Burns, a post-electric play: High-concept the- 


ater meets a lowbrow cartoon classic when Anne 


Tue 3/3 | Stage Sports 


TRY, FAIL, REPEAT 


Artists worth their salt will tell you 
the experimental phase of a project 
is one of the most important. With- 
out a serious round of throwing 
caution to the wind, most artwork 
wouldn't reach its full potential. 
And what’s the point of work that 
doesn’t push at least a few bound- 
aries? With this in mind, SOMArts 
continues its ongoing series, The 
News. Tailor-made for the queer 
artists who so greatly shape the city 
of San Francisco, The News takes 
place on the first Tuesday of each 
month. Participants are invited to 
show new work from virtually ev- 
ery discipline — dance, drag, mu- 
sic, comedy, or commentary. And 
given the intimate nature of the 
shows, as well as the safe, 
LGBT-nourishing space, pieces 
range from highly polished to bare- 
bones works in progress. Stick 
around after the show for a brief 
session where audience members 
are invited to share their thoughts 
on the work — or just to brush el- 
bows with other members of the 
community. 

SOMArts presents The News at 
7:30 p.m. and continues the first 
Tuesday of every month at 934 
Brannan St., S.F. $5; 863-1414 or 
somarts.org. Laura Jaye Cramer 
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Washburn's play — a tripartite, multi-generational 
tale about a post-apocalyptic America where 
our collective cultural memory is maintained by 
recreating lost episodes of The Simpsons — makes 
its West Coast debut. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 15, $20-$120. American Conservatory 
Theater (A.C.T.), 415 Geary, S.F.,749-2228, act-sf.org. 

Newsies: In the late 19th century, newspapers were 
rich and powerful, a child workforce was common, 
and organized labor could actually accomplish 
something. In 1992, Disney took these archaic 
concepts, added a bouncy soundtrack, and made a 
kids’ movie out of the story behind the newsboys’ 
strike of 1899. Now the 21st century Broadway 
adaptation comes to San Francisco — because if 
there's one thing we've learned over the years, it's 
that labor conflicts and song-and-dance routines are 
not mutually exclusive, right? Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 15, $36-$250. Orpheum 
Theatre, 1192 Market, S.F.,551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Stereotypo: Rants & Rumblings at the DMV: Solo 
stage maestro Don Reed (East 14th: True Tales of 
a Reluctant Player) brings his latest ideas to life 
with this new multi-character show inspired by the 
snap judgments we all must suffer while waiting in 
line for our automotive authorizations. Fridays, 8 
p.m.; Saturdays, 8:30 p.m. Continues through March 
28, $20-$100. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, 
S.F.,826-5750, themarsh.org. 

Stories from the ‘Loin: A Tenderloin Community 
Project: The American Conservatory Theater and 
Hospitality House join forces to present an evening 
of dramatic storytelling ‘‘exploring homelessness, 
addiction, art, and resilience.” Fri., Feb. 27, 7:30 p.m., 
free. Grace Cathedral, 1100 California, S.F.,749-6300, 
gracecathedral.org. 

Theatresports: BATS Improv returns to its roots for a 
three-month series of team-based improvisational 
theater competitions. Fridays, 8 p.m. Continues 
through March 27, $17-$20, improv.org. Bayfront 
Theater, 16 Marina, S.F.,474-6776. 

Three Little Birds: The Bay Area Children's Theatre 
stages a new reggae musical utilizing the songs of 
Bob Marley and based on a story by his daughter 
Cedella. Saturdays, Sundays, 11 a.m., 2 & 5 p.m. 
Continues through March 1, $18-$22, bactheatre. 
org. Theater at the Children's Creativity Museum, 
221 Fourth St., S.F.,820-3320, creativity.org. 

Too Much Light Makes the Baby Go Blind: A twice- 
weekly theater experiment in which the S.F. Neo-Fu- 
turists attempt to perform 30 short plays ... in 
random order ... ina mere 60 minutes ... with a 
ticking timeclock to keep them honest. Fridays, 
Saturdays, 9 p.m. Continues through March 28, 
$10-$16, sfneofuturists.com. SAFEhouseArts, 1 Grove, 
S.F.,518-1517, safehousearts.org. 

Tree: Jon Tracy directs this regional premiere of Julie 
Hébert’s knotty emotional drama in which a black 
man from Chicago and a white woman from Louisiana 
try to come to terms with the revelation that they 
share a familial bond. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through March 7, $20-$120. San Francisco Playhouse, 
450 Post, S.F.,677-9596, sfplayhouse.org. 

Word for Word: San Francisco's literary dramatists 
(or should that be dramatic literalists?) adapt Alice 
Munro's short stories ‘The Office” and “Dolly” into 
plays that leap directly from the page onto the stage. 
Starting March 4, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues 
through April12, $35-$55, zspace.org/w4w. Z Below, 
470 Florida, S.F.,626-0453, zspace.org. 

X's and 0's (A Football Love Story): Playwright (and 
pro sports fan) K.J. Sanchez tackles the tough issue 
of football players who suffer brain trauma during 
their time on the gridiron in a world premiere 
drama directed by Tony Taccone. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through March 1, $29-$79. Berkeley 
Repertory’s Thrust Stage, 2025 Addison, Berkeley, 
berkeleyrep.org. 

Xtigone: Playwright Nambi E. Kelley takes an ancient 
Greek tragedy and makes its pains feel all too 
modern in this contemporary urban update of 
Sophocles’ Antigone, here given its world premiere 
by the African-American Shakespeare Company. 
Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Sundays, 3 p.m. Continues 
through March 8, $15-$34, african-americanshakes. 
org. Buriel Clay Theater, 762 Fulton, S.F.,762-2071, 
african-americanshakes.org. 
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WHAT WE TALK ABOUT WHEN WE TALK ABOUT RACE 





By Lily Janiak 


It’s hard to know how to read 
the theater ensemble putting on a play- 
within-a-play — or, as it would insist, a 
“presentation’-within-a-play — in Just 
Theater’s complicatedly named We Are 
Proud to Present a Presentation About the 
Herero of Namibia, Formerly Known as 
Southwest Africa, From the German Sudwe- 
stafrika, Between the Years 1884-1915. The 
players, who are struggling to put to- 
gether a presentation about African geno- 
cide, suggest they're creating ideas for 
scenes for the first time, yet when they 
enact those ideas, they magically deploy 
choreographed movements. They can 
seem adolescent, opening their presenta- 
tion about the Herero tribe and its Ger- 
man colonizers with a PowerPoint, 
written in Comic Sans, that surveys the 
topic with all the depth of a Wikipedia en- 
try. Yet, as they shift from a stand-and-de- 
liver book report style to a more theatrical 
performance, the quality of their work 
rises dramatically; they construct sophis- 
ticated, gorgeous scenes between tribe 
members or colonizers or between colo- 
nizers and colonized that are at once 
mythic in stature and deeply human in 
their simplicity. 

The troupe members sometimes dis- 
play a nuanced, academic understand- 
ing of European colonialism in Africa 
and its long shadow, as well as the diffi- 
culty of talking about that shadow, par- 
ticularly among a group of different rac- 
es and backgrounds. Yet at other times, 
they talk to each other like brutes or 
make simpleminded statements that 
any educated, compassionate person 





Black Woman (Kehinde Koyejo 
in foreground) listens to a letter 
from Black Man (David Moore in 
background). 


Cheshire Isaacs 





LETTERS 


NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


Symbolic Gestures 








would deem simplistic at best and hei- 
nous at worst: “[Genocide in Namibia| 
is not like the Holocaust.” 

The ambiguity of these characters is 
part of playwright Jackie Sibblies Drury’s 
point. Just as the characters in the pre- 
sentation-within-a-play have no names, 
just “black man” or “other black man,” so 
Drury de-emphasizes the personalities 
of their performers, the better to show 
that within every person lies a multitude 
of impulses about race: to betray pro- 
found biases in tiny slips of language, to 
assume the ability to speak for a group 
when one might not have that right. 

“We all know this ends in genocide, 
so let’s get there,’ says the ensemble’s 
facilitator (Kehinde Koyejo). The quest to 
somehow reach the story’s gruesome end 
lends the show a contagious kinetic en- 
ergy. It’s thrilling to watch artists create, 
seemingly in real time. It gives the play 
the good, old-fashioned joy of a “let’s- 
put-on-a-show” narrative but also the 
tension of a wildly fraught intellectual 
debate. How do you truthfully represent 
a horrible story that, as the white artists 
repeatedly point out, doesn’t have the 
documented history that Westerners typ- 
ically rely on in storytelling — especially 
when the different actors approach the 
project not just with the usual competing 
egos but with different assumptions 
about what truthful storytelling means? 

The moment they finally glimpse at 
that truth is among the most harrowing 
moments I’ve seen in Bay Area theater. 
The six-person ensemble (Rotimi Agba- 
biaka, Lucas Hatton, Patrick Kelly Jones, 
David Moore, and Megan Trout, along 


with Koyejo), under the direction of 
Molly Aaronson-Gelb, achieves the kind 
of total commitment and openhearted 
communication with each other that, 

at core, is what we go to theater to see. 
With this production, Just Theater once 
again proves itself to be an arbiter of the 
bold and the raw in new American plays. 


Xtigone, a world premiere adapta- 
tion of the Sophocles tragedy Antigone, is 
every bit as harrowing — at least in its 
premise. This African American Shake- 
speare Company production, written by 
Nambi E. Kelley and directed by Rhodessa 
Jones, sets the ancient Greek story in the 
gang world of contemporary Chicago. 

As with the original, there are still 
two brothers (Drew Watkins and Aejay 
Mitchell) who both die, one in ignominy, 
the other as a favorite of their uncle 
(Robert Fisher), who’s the head of state. 
But instead of killing each other in war, 
they both die in a drive-by shooting. Their 
sister, here called Tigs (Ryan Nicole Aus- 
tin), still defies their uncle’s edict about 
how the dead bodies be dealt with. In the 
ancient Greek tragedy, Antigone wants 
to bury her cast-out brother with the full 
rites prescribed by their religion, instead 
of leaving him to rot in open air on the 
battlefield. In Xtigone, Tigs wants to do 
the opposite. For her, burying the broth- 
ers as her uncle wants means burying 
the truth about violence in their city. She 
seeks to leave their bodies in the open, as 
a way of protesting inhuman conditions. 
(She twice refers to both Emmett Till and 
the Liberian Ebola protesters.) 

Kelley’s script employs clever, evoca- 
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LanceHuntley 
Tig (Ryan Nicole Austin) 
witnesses the shooting of her 
brother E-~Mem (Aejay Mitchell) in 
Xtigone. 


tive verse that channels both the Greek 
original and the rhythms of rap; it offers 
many opportunities for Tea Flake (the 
clarion-voiced Naima Grace Shalhoub) 
to tell the story in haunting, lovely song. 
But Jones’ direction dilutes the power of 
the piece. Too often actors dither about 
the stage, as if their movements remain 
in storyboard. Poorly paced death scenes 
seem to comprise the majority of the 
play — as opposed to the evenly matched 
debates the original is famous for. 

If Joseph Stalin once said, “A single 
death is a tragedy; a million deaths is 
a statistic,” Just Theater’s and Af-Am 
Shakes’s productions show that theater 
can make the reverse feel true. 


We Are Proud to Present a 
Presentation About the Herero 
of Namibia, Formerly Known 

as Southwest Africa, From the 
German Sudwestafrika, Between 
the Years 1884-191 

continues through March 7 at the 
Ashby Stage, 1901 Ashby Ave., 
Berkeley. $20-$25; 

justtheater.org. 


Xtigone 

continues through March 8 at the 
African-American Art & Culture 
Complex, 762 Fulton St., S.F. $15- 
$34; african-americanshakes.org. 
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TEENS DREAMS IN THE FLESH AND ONSTAGE 


Newsies and Sexual Awakenings 


As the lights began to dim and 
the orchestra started to play at the Or- 
pheum Theatre this month, someone a 
few rows behind me let out what 
sounded like an involuntary yelp of ex- 
citement. I squeezed my boyfriend’s 
hand and drew in my breath as the cur- 
tain rose on the skyline of turn-of-the- 
last-century New York City and two 
strapping young men in newsboy caps 
sang to each other in the moonlight. 

There is something magical about 
the opening night of a musical, and 
the San Francisco leg of the Newsies 
national tour was no exception. By 
the end of the opening number, peo- 
ple were screaming from the balcony, 
and by the curtain call, the audience 
was on its feet in wild applause. 
Later, on Market Street, young girls 
rushed the stage door waving Play- 
bills and Sharpies, each vying for an 
autograph or, better yet, a 
selfie with one of the 
Broadway Biebers. 

The original 
Disney film, star- 
ring a pre-Dark 
Knight Chris- 
tian Bale as 
the charismat- 
ic leader of 
the newsboys’ 
strike of 1899, 
flopped when 
it came out in 
1992. It found 
enormous success 
on VHS, however, 
eventually becoming 
a cult classic. 

The feel-good family mu- 
sical could be written off as fluff, 
but the content is surprisingly sub- 
versive, including a pro-union plotline 
and references to the prison-indus- 
trial complex and police corruption. 
There’s even a humanizing portrayal 
of a sex worker — it’s everything I 
have ever wanted in a musical. 

Not everyone sees what the big 
deal is about a Disney musical about 
a newsboys’ strike, but for me, see- 
ing Newsies for the first time was a 
turning point in the formation of my 
sexual identity. 

It was during the 1990s boy-band 
era, when the brand of masculinity 
marketed to my demographic de- 
pended heavily on boyish good looks 
as well as superb singing and dancing 
ability. 

As a young theater nerd, | 
dreamed of moving to New York. I 
spent my afterschool hours in re- 
hearsals, my weekends at dance class, 
and my summer breaks doing musi- 
cals and falling in love with chorus 
boys who could sing and tap dance 
better than I could. 

So this film, which featured 
Mickey Mouse Club types pirouetting 
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shirtless on the streets of a fairy tale 
New York City, was a lot for my little 
preteen heart to handle, and I wasn’t 
alone. 

Newsies was a must-see at ev- 
ery slumber party throughout my 
adolescence; watching it was like a 
rite of passage, an induction into a 
secret society of the girl gaze. Did 
my girlfriends and I identify with the 
pro-union message? Were we inspired 
by the possibilities of the power of 
the press as a tool of social justice? 
Sure, but we were mostly there for 
the boys. 

A living-room screening of Newsies 
would whip me and my friends into a 
lustful stupor well into the wee hours 
of the morning as we openly objecti- 
fied the dancing boys on the screen, 

and spun fantasies 
of one day cap- 
turing the heart 
of a scrappy 
newsboy with 
perfect pitch. 
Over the 
years, Newsies 
only grew in 
underground 
populari- 

ty; it had 

a timeless 

quality that 

seemed to 

tap into the 

dynamic force 

of teen dreams 

for generations 
of women. When 

Disney executives 

caught wind that fans 

were doing bootleg versions of the 
show in cafeterias and youth centers 
across the country, they were keen to 
capitalize on the phenomenon by re- 
leasing a stage adaptation that could 
be licensed to schools and regional 
theaters. But, like the film version 
that had generated such indie mania, 
“The show took on a life of its own,” 
says director Jeff Calhoun. After a 
wildly successful regional run in New 
Jersey, the Newsies stage musical 
made it to Broadway, where it won 
two Tony Awards and ran for over 
1,000 performances before launching 
a national tour in October. 

Newsies was not expected to be- 
come a classic, but its success has 
been fueled by a rabid and loyal fan- 
base. Though the plot is about the 
power of the press, the story of the 
Newsies phenomenon is more about 
the power of pubescent imprinting, 
and the magic that happens when 
men sing and dance in unison. 

It plays in San Francisco at the Or- 
pheum Theatre until March 15. Don’t 
miss it. 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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2 FILM REVIEWS 


Focus 

Rated R. Opens Friday 
A wide release and a broad one, Focus 
takes some pride in its tidy arrangement 
of con-man movie clichés. It’s a luxe, lax 
caper of upscale criminality, with Will 
Smith as a gold-hearted swindler and 
Margot Robbie as the beauteous and 
credulous apprentice who inevitably 
threatens to filch his alleged deeper feel- 
ings. But the movie's most breathtakingly 
romantic moment might actually be the 
scene with B.D. Wong as a big-stakes 
gambler whom Smith’s character meets 
in the Superdome box seats, just for the 
sheer wantonness of the ride they take 
each other on. Eventually the action — a 
smooth choreography of covert interper- 
sonal pilferage and little sociology lec- 
tures — makes its way to glittering 
Buenos Aires, where the stars gently 
twist each other’s plots and play a match 
game of fetching close-ups. (Some sup- 
port comes from a gruff operator in the 
form of Gerald McRaney.) Courtesy of 
Glenn Ficarra and John Requa, the writ- 
er-director team behind I Love You Phillip 
Morris and Crazy, Stupid, Love, this is 
pleasure of the empty, maybe quasi-guilty 
sort, like that to be had from crushing on 
the characterless models in a junk-mail 
clothing catalog. You know its only des- 
tiny is the recycling bin, but when that 
moment comes maybe you're the tiniest 
bit sad to see it go. Jonathan Kiefer 


Maps to the Stars 
Rated R. Opens Friday 
at the Balboaand on demand. 
Sometimes it helps for a movie to lack in- 
ternal consensus on the matter of its 
tone. Sometimes that can be a source of 
rowdy vitality. Unless it’s a David 
Cronenberg movie. What happens in 
Maps to the Stars is this: Fresh off a 
cross-country bus to Hollywood, a vari- 
ously damaged Mia Wasikowska hires a 
limo driven by Robert Pattinson to locate 
the 13-year-old superbrat star of a movie 
called Bad Babysitter, to whom she has a 
special connection, then gets herself 


hired as the “chore whore’ for an older 
superbrat star played by Julianne Moore. 
Soul-sickness ensues, as observed by 
Cronenberg with studied disinterest. 
The script, by L.A. fixture Bruce Wagner, 
might once have been angry but now just 
seems exhausted and hollowed out. 
Maybe that’s what attracted the director, 
although it’s hard after watching this to 
say exactly how or why. Something in the 
emphasis just seems off, and it’s like 
someone taking too long to tell a joke 
whose punchline you deduce ahead of 
time and don’t find funny anyway. Really 
this is more a barrel of fish than of mon- 
keys — mostly a jaded movie-industry 
satire (in a cameo, Carrie Fisher plays 
herself), but also, being Cronenberg, a 
horror film, full of ghost stories and little 
monsters. Moore is of course all in — 
whether letting lotus-position serenity 
degrade into a primal scream, or jumping 
for joy at the death of rival's child — and 
Maps to the Stars should at least serve 
nicely as the current movie you'd rather 
she won the Oscar for. JK 


Queen & Country 

Not rated. Opens Friday 

at the Opera Plaza Cinema. 

John Boorman’s Queen & Country begins 
with one of the best scenes from his au- 
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tobiographical 1987 picture Hope & 
Glory: Discovering their London school 
has been destroyed in a Nazi bombing, 
the children are ecstatic, one of whom 
shouts to the heavens, “Thank you, Ad- 
olf!” From there Queen & Country 
fades-forward nine years later, as Glory’s 
Boorman-analog Bill (Callum Turner, 
unborn when the first film was made), is 
about to begin two years of conscripted 
army service. Following Bill as he comes 
of age amidst wacky noncombat shenan- 
igans, the picture is upfront about being 
a sequel, but it may play better for those 
who aren't attached to the original film, 
and as service comedies go, it never 
builds the emotional resonance of Talya 
Lavie’s recent Zero Motivation. The main 
characters in army comedies often aren't 
as interesting as those on the sidelines, 
and in spite of how obvious a pairing it 
is, this is the first live-action film to star 
both David Thewliss and Richard E. 
Grant, here portraying the unit’s stuffy 
authority figures. It should be a meeting 
of powerhouses up there with DeNiro 
and Pacino in Heat, and while Thewliss 
and Grant have their moments together 
and apart, Boorman never properly ex- 
ploits this stellar conjunction. Hopefully, 
someone else will be inspired to use 


them right. Sherilyn Connelly 


=] 


re. UY PELPVENT OF TOOT 


\ 


4 
OA 


Queen & Country 


EAT MUSIC 





SFWEEKLY.COM 


BSAA RT a FILM LISTINGS 


Visit SFWeekly.com/movies for complete film listings 
*=We recommend it. 


OPENING 


Cinequest Film Festival 25 Having kicked off on Tues- 
day, the 25th Cinequest Film Festival proudly show- 
cases new films by both emerging and established 
artists, and using the newest technologies — so, lots 
of neat movies by interesting people on various 
formats. One of the aforementioned established 
artists is John Boorman, who'll be on hand to speak 
about his new film Queen & Country, and receive the 
richly deserved Maverick Spirit Award. Meanwhile, 
emerging artist Nick Brandestini's documentary 
Children of the Arctic considers Inupiat teenagers 
in Barrow, Alaska, struggling with whether or not 
to spend their lives in a town where an average 
summer day is all of 40 degrees Fahrenheit. The 
big new technology showcased at the festival is the 
Barco Escape format from Belgium, featuring three 
screens to create a 270-degree, periphery-filling 
experience. Of course, there’s nothing new under 
the sun — 1963's How the West Was Won was shown 
ona ginormous curved screen in three-projector 
Cinerama, while the final reel of Abel Gance’s 
1927 Napoleon was shot and initially projected 
in a triptych format — but just as 3D never quite 
clicked until digital, Barco Escape may finally get 
the three-screen trick right, and presentations like a 
Barco-fied Maze Runner as well as a Lady Gaga and 
Tony Bennett concert film will put it to the test. (SC) 

Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem Unhappy marriage 
might be the most common human experience of 
injustice. In Gett, an Orthodox Jewish Israeli woman 
(Ronit Elkabetz) seeks a divorce without official 
permission from her husband (Simon Abkarian), 
which the law requires. Her only recourse is to 
probe the depths of absurd intransigence, spending 
the better part of five years in a stifling rabbinical 
courtroom. That the movie abbreviates this ordeal 
to 115 minutes may or may not seem like a mercy. 
It is a brilliant touch that even as testimony accu- 
mulates from various witnesses, all we know about 
the husband with any empirical certainty is that he 
refuses the divorce. The film makes an effective 
practice of rigorously subjective camera angles, 
with characters unseen except when looked at 
by other characters. On this score, great faces go 
a long way. Suffering and enduring scrutiny with 
exquisite cinematic purity, like Dreyer’s Joan of 
Arc, Elkabetz is possessed not just of uncommon 
intensity but also the wit to deploy it ironically: The 
real, nearly perverse thrill of Gettis in how totally 
she commands a film about her own character's 
powerlessness. Importantly, she also wrote and 
directed it, with her brother Shlomi, as the last part 
of a trilogy which also includes 2004's To Take a Wife 
and 2008's Seven Days. To do this as merely a rant 
against infuriatingly patriarchal religious law would 
be too easy; it’s also, most impressively, a serious 
and sometimes humorous and even compassionate 
consideration of spousal responsibility. (JK) 


ONGOING 


older wealthy white alcoholic, the other a poor 
young black crack addict. And Binder seems to have 
taken the dubious position that addiction is simply 
and only a moral failing, thus only as forgivable as 
external circumstances, including race-related 
privileges, allow. The father’s lawyer (Anthony 
Mackie) actually calling him a cliché doesn’t 
quite mitigate our sense that in fact, dramatically 
speaking, he is, any more than Costner’s mea culpa 
in a climactic speech quite makes up for calling 
him something much worse. In these moments 
especially, the comic relief seems out of tune, but 
the sincerity seems genuine, and touching. Points 
must be deducted from any film that relegates 
the fine actor Jennifer Ehle to the role of a ghost 
who only appears in wordless flashbacks; but also 
added for casting Paula Newsome as a presiding 
judge whose humanity elevates and smooths out 
some otherwise very uneven material. JK 


Da Sweet Blood of Jesus Spike Lee's Da Sweet Blood 


of Jesus is a loving adaptation of Bill Gunn's 1973 
Ganja & Hess, to the extent that Lee and Gunn share 
screenwriting credit. The story remains the same: 
After being stabbed with an ancient African dagger 
by art curator Lafayette Hightower (Elvis Nolasco), 
well-to-do Dr. Hess Green (Stephen Tyrone Williams) 
develops a strong taste for blood, one which he 
eventually shares with Lafayette’s newly widowed 
wife, Ganja (Zaraah Abrahams). Pains are taken to 
establish that Ganja and Hess are not vampires, 
and indeed the emphasis is more on the addictive 
elements of their newfound thing for blood, but 
they're still kinda vampires. However, Da Sweet 
Blood of Jesus doesn't wallow in the genre tropes 
like this week's other vampire movie, What We Do 
in the Shadows. And like Franck Khalfoun’s recent 
Maniac remake, being shot in high-definition digital 
necessarily means Da Sweet Blood of Jesus lacks 
the 16mm griminess of Gunn's original, while other 
modern touches include the bewigged prostitute 
Hess picks up in the bar no longer having a pimp. 
(Progress!) Otherwise, the nudity and violence is all 
there, including the need to occasionally lap fresh 
blood off dirty floors. Done safely, blood-drinking 
requires proper planning and medical histories, 
preferably with an experienced phlebotomist ... 
but sometimes, you just gotta have it. (SC) 


Leviathan No, not the 1989 deep-sea thriller with Peter 


Weller, nor the experimental 2012 documentary 
on commercial fishing from Harvard's Sensory 
Ethnography Lab; this Leviathan is Russia's latest 
official Oscar contender, interesting ahead of 
time on account of also being a confrontational 
dramatic exposé of Russian political and cultural 
corruption. Writer-director Andrey Zvyagintsev’'s 
somehow sublimely bitter tragedy contains no 
actual Old Testament sea monster to speak of, 
although the appearance of a beached whale 
skeleton is conspicuous, as is a general influence 
from the Book of Job. Post-Soviet life is not sweet 
along the shores of the Barents Sea, where a mid- 
dle-aged mechanic (Aleksey Serebryakov) endures 
increasingly unfavorable negotiations with his 
beautiful doom-barometer wife (Elena Lyadova), 
his sullen teenage son (Sergey Pokhodaev), and 
a petty, portly mayor (Roman Madyanov) who's 


have a beautiful way of boiling down everything 
that ever was and ever will be great about movie 
storytelling. In the Dutch film A Single Life, a woman 
puts a record on her turntable, comes unstuck in 
time, and whips around through her own life like a 
hapless Vonnegut hero. That the movie takes not 
even two-and-a-half minutes to run its course only 
underscores the premise-essential poignancy — or 
horror, if that's how it strikes you — of being over 
before you know it. On the other hand, The Dam 
Keeper, about a lonely little pig who operates a 
windmill to keep poisonous clouds from engulfing 
his town, doesn't do quite enough with its 18 
minutes, but maybe that’s part of the idea. In the 
British film The Bigger Picture, about two adult 
brothers trying to cope with and care for their 
elderly mother, characters are painted on the walls 
of a room full of objects with which they interact. 
It’s an arresting technique, but perhaps nowhere in 
this bunch are the toughest questions of aesthetics 
interwoven with those of daily life more satisfyingly 
than in the Norwegian-Canadian Me and My Moulton, 
whose narrator wryly observes, ‘Our parents are 
modernist architects, and that causes problems.” 
Meanwhile Disney returns to its animated-short 
roots, or so the PR line goes, with the impeccably 
Disneyish Feast, which adorably reveals how one 
schlubby dude's romantic life plays out in how he 
feeds his Boston Terrier puppy. In general, the only 
shortness that's a problem here, and it's typical, is 
the shortsightedness of the Academy: There's just 
so much more original and award-worthy animation 
being made in any given year than this somewhat 
puny batch of nominees ever can contain. Still, 
they've picked some good ones. Opens Friday at 
Opera Plaza Cinema. (JK) 


Oscar Nominated Short Films 2015: Live Action 


The Oscar nominations often seem less like an 
opportunity to celebrate the films up for the awards, 
and more areason to gripe about who got snubbed. 
(Deal with it, LEGO Movie fans.) Forever flying far 
enough under the radar to avoid controversy are 
the short films, a genre which, in spite of the exis- 
tence of the ShortsHD channel deep in the nether 
regions of your satellite or cable package, tends 
to be unheard of until a given film is nominated for 
the little gold statue. This is especially true of the 
live-action short films, and it's a shame, because 
there always are a few works that deserve special 
attention. One of the highlights — and the longest at 
39 minutes — is Oded Binnun and Mihal Brezis’s Aya. 
Given a proper theatrical release in Israel, where 
it deservedly won the Israeli Academy Award for 
Best Short, the picture follows a woman named Aya 
(Sarah Adler) who, mistaken for a driver of one Mr. 
Overby (Ulrich Thomsen) at an airport, decides to 
roll with it and see what happens. Also worth your 
time is Talkhon Hamzavi's Parvaneh, about a young 
Afghan migrant (Nissa Kashani) in Switzerland who 
finds herself overwhelmed by the city, at least until 
a punk rock girl (Cheryl Graf) shows her the way. 
Opens Friday at Opera Plaza Cinema. (SC) 


What We Do in the Shadows A mock-documentary 


written and directed by the Flight of the Conchords 
guys — or at least two Flight of the Conchords 


guys, Jemaine Clement and Taika Waititi, one 
of which is not one of the guys you've heard of. 
(Got it?) Vladislav (Clement, the Conchord guy 
who usually wears glasses), Viago (Waititi), and 
Deacon (Jonathan Brugh) are vampires of varying 
antiquity who cohabitate in a grungy flat in New 
Zealand. Followed by a documentary crew, they 
go on about the business of both being undead (if 
foppish) ghouls who feed on the blood of humans 
to survive, as well as being a bunch of straight men 
living together, which means the dishes and other 
basic chores tend to go undone. The extent to which 
Anne Rice and other old-school vampire tropes are 
put through the wringer almost makes it seem like 
the film is about two decades behind, at least until 
brand-new vampire Nick (Cori Gonzalez-Macure) 
starts dropping Twilight references. Though it’s 
very funny at times, the satire in What We Do in 
the Shadows isn't quite as sharp as it wants to be, 
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occasionally feeling more like an improv sketch 
expanded to feature-length. But for that, it’s still 
more entertaining than most extended-sketch 
movies. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


Arthouse listings compiled by John Graham. 
To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


Artists’ Television Access. Other Cinema: Black Lives 
Matter: From an extended tour of black neighbor- 
hoods in mid-’60s San Francisco to cinema verité 
clips of Oakland protests today, this series of short 
films puts some of America’s ongoing racial conflicts 
into a local perspective (but also includes newsreels 
from Selma, Ferguson, and other notable locations). 
Sat., Feb. 28, 8:30 p.m. $6. othercinema.com. 992 
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Black or White Writer-director Mike Binder's first Kevin 
Costner movie since The Upside of Anger, in 2005, 
reportedly is a film Costner had to fund himself in 
order to get it made. That's not necessarily because 
Black or White involves cultural tensions within 
mixed-race extended families boiling over into 
ugly legal action, and studios just didn’t want to go 
there. Maybe it’s more because Binder’s broadness 
of reach becomes a kind of tonal confusion — a racial 
melodrama, but with cute laugh cues. Costner plays 


determined to run him out of business and out of 
town, apparently just for the thrill of manifesting 
corruption. Our man brings on an old friend (Vlad- 
imir Vdovichenkov) to be his lawyer, and to avoid 
spoilers here let's just say that he doesn’t help. In 
this place of vodka-dampened despair, tucked away 
within cinematographer Mikhail Krichman’'s austere 
imagery of forlorn rocky seacoasts, hope has little 
purchase. It’s a place where, as one woman sums 


a newly widowed, heavy-drinking L.A. lawyer whose 
custody of his mixed-race granddaughter (Jillian 
Estell) gets challenged by the girl's formerly absent 
father (André Holland) and paternal grandmother 
(Octavia Spencer). So the main conflict becomes 
a parenting preference test between two people 
with debilitating chemical dependencies: one an 
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it up, “Men are all the same. First, you're pretty. 
Next, they'll kill you.” And yet here this movie is 
to show it to us, which suggests that hope hasn't 
let go entirely. (JK) 


Oscar Nominated Shorts: Animation Is it a pity 


category? Not even live action, not even features? 
Forget that: Animated shorts, when made well, 
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Valencia, San Francisco, 824-3890, atasite.org. 

Balboa Theatre. Balboa Birthday Bash: Former Balboa 
director Gary Meyer returns to host a screening 
of Frank Urson’s 1927 crime caper Chicago — the 
silent film that preceded both the 1975 Broadway 
musical and its totally-not-silent 2002 film (re-) 
adaptation — with live music by Kitten on the 
Keys and Parlour Tricks adding to the throwback 
atmosphere. Sun., March 1, 7 p.m. $7.50-$10. 3630 
Balboa, San Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 

Chinese Historical Society of America. Your Day Is My 
Night: San Francisco Cinematheque hosts director 
Lynne Sachs for a screening of her documentary 
film about immigrants living in cramped shared 
quarters in NYC's Chinatown. Sat., Feb. 28, 1 p.m. 
$5. sfcinematheque.org. 965 Clay, San Francisco, 
391-1188, chsa.org. 

Clay Theatre. Still Alice: Julianne Moore's performance 
as a well-to-do woman stricken with Alzheimer’s 
before her time redeems Richard Glatzer and Wash 
Westmoreland’s cringe-drama, which otherwise 
doesn't say anything new about the disease (though 
some seriously tacky product placement does imply 
that Pinkberry may be somehow related). Daily. 
Gett: The Trial of Viviane Amsalem: An Orthodox 
Jewish Israeli woman (Ronit Elkabetz, who also 
wrote and directed) seeks a divorce without offi- 
Cial permission from her husband, which the law 
requires. Her only recourse is to probe the depths 
of absurd intransigence in a stifling rabbinical 
courtroom, suffering and enduring scrutiny with 
exquisite cinematic purity. Starting Feb. 27. Daily. 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show: The Bawdy Caste 
performs onstage while the ultimate cult film plays 
in the background. Last Saturday of every month, 
11:59 p.m. $9-$10. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 

Dark Room Theater. Bad Movie Night: The Last Boy 
Scout: For the first night of their “Last’’-themed 
month of March — whichis also the last ever month 
of Bad Movie Night — BMN hosts Sherilyn Connelly, 
Ira Emsig, and Tim Kay watch Bruce Willis and 
Damon Wayans kill a bunch of dudes to prove that 
they don't actually want to hump each other. Sun., 
March 1, 8 p.m. $6.99. 2263 Mission, San Francisco, 


401-7987, darkroomsf.com. 


Delancey Street Theater. The Wiz Sing-Along & Silent 


Auction: Fundraiser for the San Francisco Coalition 
of Essential Small Schools featuring the soulfully 
classic 1978 adaptation of The Wizard of 0z starring 
Diana Ross and Michael Jackson, plus an auction 
including sports and theater tickets, dinner deals, 
fashion items, and more. Sat., Feb. 28, 6 p.m. $25- 
$45. sfcess.org/auction.html. 600 Embarcadero, San 
Francisco, 512-5153, delanceystreetfoundation.org. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Birdman: In Alejandro 


Gonzalez lfarritu’s bold comment on the uncertain 
new frontier of performing arts, Michael Keaton 
plays the wounded, ambitious, has-been star of 
a superhero-movie franchise, now mounting his 
own Raymond Carver adaptation on Broadway. 
Daily. Oscar Nominated Short Films 2015: Live 
Action: Forever flying far enough under the radar 
to avoid Oscar controversy are the short films, a 
genre which tends to be unheard of until a given 
film is nominated for the little gold statue. This is 
especially true of the live-action short films, and 
it's a shame, because there always a few works 
that deserve special attention. Daily. The Theory 
of Everything: In director James Marsh's gauzy 
and chastely reverential movie, Eddie Redmayne 
relishes the physically challenging role of young 
astrophysicist Stephen Hawking, bending himself 
through a progression of wheelchairs from 1960s 
Cambridge toward the gnarled, impish, computer- 
voiced transglobal keynoter we all know and love 
today. Daily. What We Do in the Shadows: In this 
mockumentary written and directed by two Flight 
of the Conchords guys, Vladislav, Viago, Deacon, 
and Nick are vampires of varying antiquity who 
cohabitate in a grungy flat in New Zealand. Followed 
by a documentary crew, they go on about the busi- 
ness of both being undead (if foppish) ghouls who 
feed on the blood of humans to survive, as well as 
being a bunch of straight men living together, which 
means the dishes and other basic chores tend to go 
undone. Through Feb. 26. Oscar Nominated Shorts: 
Animation: Animated shorts, when made well, have 
a beautiful way of boiling down everything that ever 
was and ever will be great about movie storytelling. 


FROM THE CREATOR OF ‘FLIGHT OF THE CONCHORDS’ 
“ONE OF THE FLAT-OUT FUNNIEST 
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A Singke Life 


—aEwe 
| , 


In general, the only shortness that's a problem here 
is the shortsightedness of the Academy: There's just 
so much more original and award-worthy animation 
being made in any given year than this somewhat 
puny batch of nominees ever can contain. Still, 
they've picked some good ones. Daily. The Imitation 
Game: After breaking Nazi codes, basically winning 
World War II, and pretty much inventing the com- 
puter and modern-day artificial intelligence, British 
mathematician Alan Turing was then chemically 
castrated for being gay and poisoned to death 
with cyanide. Last year the Queen granted Turing a 
posthumous pardon, but nothing really says ‘‘we're 
sorry” like Benedict Cumberbatch playing him ina 
posh, Oscar-hungry historical thriller. Daily. Ballet 
422: \|n this beautifully muted documentary by 
cinematographer-director Jody Lee Lipes, a New 
York City Ballet company dancer gets and takes 
a chance to create his own show. Lipes’ reticent 
observational style, structured by the chronology 
of readying a debut production for its impending 
premiere, implies that all any movie really needs is 
the privilege to watch someone making something. 
And what's not to like about lovely young bodies 
in motion, striving for grace? Daily. Leviathan: 
Writer-director Andrey Zvyagintsev's sublimely 
bitter tragedy reveals that post-Soviet life is not 
sweet along the shores of the Barents Sea, where 
a middle-aged mechanic (Aleksey Serebryakov) 
endures increasingly unfavorable negotiations with 
his beautiful doom-barometer wife (Elena Lyadova), 
his sullen teenage son (Sergey Pokhodaev), and 
a petty, portly mayor (Roman Madyanov) who's 
determined to run him out of business and out of 
town, apparently just for the thrill of manifesting 
corruption. Daily. 1 Embarcadero Center, San Fran- 
cisco, 267-4893, landmarktheatres.com. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: The Animated Life of 


A.R. Wallace: Award-winning Sweet Fern Productions 
employed glorious paper puppets to create this 
animated 8-minute introduction to Alfred Russel 
Wallace, the British naturalist whose theories of 
natural selection actually predated Darwin's. Also 
included in the program are the experimental 
short Aesthetic Species Map and the snacktastic 
Zea. Sat., Feb. 28, 1, 2 & 3 p.m. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


Fort Mason, Cowell Theater. San Francisco Inter- 


national Ocean Film Festival: It's an old sailor's 
expression: Water, water everywhere, so let's 
make a film festival about it — and the 12th annual 
installment of the SFIOFF heeds the siren song of 
the sea with a flotilla of short and feature-length 
films. Feb. 27-March 1. $10-$15 per program (or $225 
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for festival pass). oceanfilmfest.org. Marina, San 
Francisco, 345-7575, fortmason.org. 


New Parkway Theater. AriGasm: She Is a Sex Junkie: 


Femina Potens' Madison Young presents a sexy 
new movie night dedicated to that erogenous 
zone “where artistic vision and erotic media meet 
in cinematic climax.” Tonight's premiere event 
compiles short films by Lola Clavo, Maria Llopis, 
Julia Osterlag, Helena Torres, and Tejal Shah and 
Anuj Vaidya. Fri., Feb. 27, 10:30 p.m. $10. brownpap- 
ertickets.com/event/1165942. 474 24th St., Oakland. 


Oddball Films. Sonic Cinema Soirée: Filmmaker David 


Michalak discusses and screens some his works, 
with live soundtracks performed by Reel Change. 
Thu., Feb. 26, 8 p.m. $10. 275 Capp, San Francisco, 
558-8112, oddballfilms.blogspot.com. 


Opera Plaza Cinemas. Two Days, One Night: This 


latest from Belgian brothers Jean-Pierre and Luc 
Dardenne, the directing duo known for no-frills 
social realism of refreshing truthfulness, stars 
Marion Cotillard as an emotionally unstable woman 
who runs a gauntlet asking former workmates 
to buy back her job by forgoing their bonuses. It 
not only works as a dissertation on the trickling 
consequences of economic downturn, but what's 
more important is that it works, bracingly, as a 
drama. Daily. She’s Beautiful When She's Angry: 
Documentaries about social justice history often 
get to benefit from a kind of positive culture shock, 
in that the viewer can take some comfort in how 
much better things are now. And while there’s been 
some measure of improvement since the time 
covered in Mary Dore’s fascinating documentary 
about the feminist movement of the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, She’s Beautiful When She's Angry 
demonstrates that things may be better than they 
were, but they still need to be better than they are. 
Daily. A Most Violent Year: A1981 NYC period piece 
with the word “violent” right there in its title, 
writer-director J.C. Chandor's A Most Violent Year 
might disappoint some viewers by stoking unfair 
expectations. Instead of an over-cranked opera, 
it's really just a subtle character study about a 
would-be heating oil tycoon, and a reiteration of 
the perceptive question Chandor has been asking 
for three films now: With his self-made world maybe 
inevitably coming apart, what's a man to do? Daily. 
Oscar Nominated Shorts: Animation: Animated 
shorts, when made well, have a beautiful way of 
boiling down everything that ever was and ever 
will be great about movie storytelling. In general, 
the only shortness that’s a problem here is the 
shortsightedness of the Academy: There's just so 
much more original and award-worthy animation 
being made in any given year than this somewhat 


puny batch of nominees ever can contain. Still, 
they've picked some good ones. Daily. Oscar 
Nominated Short Films 2015: Live Action: Forever 
flying far enough under the radar to avoid Oscar 
controversy are the short films, a genre which tends 
to be unheard of until a given film is nominated for 
the little gold statue. This is especially true of the 
live-action short films, and it's a shame, because 
there always a few works that deserve special 
attention. Daily. 601 Van Ness, San Francisco, 777- 
3456, landmarktheatres.com. 


Roxie Theater. Da Sweet Blood of Jesus: In Spike 


Lee’s loving adaptation of Bill Gunn's 1973 Ganja & 
Hess, well-to-do Dr. Hess Green (Stephen Tyrone 
Williams) develops a strong taste for blood after 
being stabbed with an ancient African dagger by art 
curator Lafayette Hightower (Elvis Nolasco), an ad- 
diction which he eventually shares with Lafayette's 
newly widowed wife Ganja (Zaraah Abrahams). 
Through Feb. 26. HUMP! Film Festival: The Best 
of HUMP!: Curated by Seattle sex columnist Dan 
Savage, this festival of amateur erotic short films 
has been keeping it real — like, really real — for the 
past decade by showcasing wholesome, homemade 
smut reflecting all aspects of human sexuality. 
Through Feb. 28. humptour.strangertickets.com. 
All the Wilderness: After wandering through a 
post-apocalyptic wasteland in The Road, young 
Kodi Smit-McPhee now gets to wander through 
the altogether quirkier territories of Portlandia 
in this impressionistically moody coming-of-age 
indie drama from director Michael Johnson. Feb. 
27-March 5. Synesthesia Film Festival: This monthly 
gathering is less a proper “festival” than it is a 
chance to commingle with indie filmmakers and fans 
and view new discoveries together, including short 
films, student works, web shows, music videos, 
and more. First Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m. 
$10. synesthesiafilmfestival.com. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


Second Act Marketplace & Events. Wagner & Me: 


Salon97 presents a free screening of the BBC 
documentary that follows Stephen Fry — a charming 
and intelligent fellow of Jewish ancestry — as he 
tries to unpack the mystery of his love for the 
music of Richard Wagner, the monumental German 
composer who unfortunately also happened to 
be a nasty anti-Semite. Thu., Feb. 26, 6:30 p.m. 
Free. salon97.org. Stop & Go: Made from Scratch: 
A selection of stop-motion animated films — many 
inspired by and/or made with food — are paired 
with actual food samples for a night of delicious 
cinematic synaesthesia. Sat., Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m. 
$25 (includes food). stopandgoshow.com. 1727 
Haight, San Francisco, 668-3994, secondactsf.com. 


SOMArts Cultural Center. The News: SOMArts’ 


monthly queer performance series turns down 
the lights and turns up the volume for a night of 
short movies with live soundtracks presented by 
Periwinkle Cinema. Participating artists include 
Annah Anti-Palindrome, Aja Archuleta, Beast Nest, 
Lisa Ganser, Peter Max Lawrence with Chainsaw 
Jane, Sofia Moreno, and Julie Thi Underhill. Tue., 
March 3, 7:30 p.m. $5. facebook.com/Periwin- 
kleCinema. 934 Brannan, San Francisco, 863-1414, 
somarts.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. In Case of No 


Emergency: The Films of Ruben Ostlund: This 
month's highly recommended YBCA retrospective of 
Swedish writer-director Ruben Ostlund reveals the 
career progress through which sad-funny failures 
of manliness have become an Ostlund specialty, 
with the filmmaker developing a sophisticated 
internet-age understanding of how social pressure 
and attention dissipation have combined into some 
subtle evil superforce that may be driving us all 
insane. Thu., Feb. 26, 7 p.m. $8-$10. Altmanesque: 
New Documentary & Rarities: Here's how the late 
American movie maverick Robert Altman liked 
to describe his relationship with Hollywood: “'l 
make gloves, and they sell shoes.”” So we see 
in “Altmanesque,” a selection of features and 
assorted shorts — including 1982's nostalgic ode 
to Americana, Come Back to the 5 & Dime, Jimmy 
Dean, Jimmy Dean (Feb. 28) — which is worth trying 
on. Sat., Feb. 28, 7:30 p.m. $8-$10. 701 Mission, San 
Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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WHAT HAPPENED BEFORE BAD GOT BROKEN 


Spin City 


Let’s consider for a moment if 
Better Call Saul was based on what just 
about every other spinoff has been 
based on — the further adventures of 
protagonists who gained an audience in 
their original show. Or, gained an audi- 
ence of producers in the boardroom of 
the original show who saw dollar signs. 
You can’t tell me that Norman Lear saw 
George Jefferson, Archie Bunker’s dry 
cleaner, and envisioned a story with so 
many unanswered questions it just had 
to be told. No, he saw the opposite of 
Good Times, a black family in a dee-lux 
apartment in the sky and not a housing 
project. And then there’s Maude (see 
what I did there?), who appeared on one 
episode of All in the Family as Edith’s lib- 
eral cousin. I’m the first one to say that 
Bea Arthur is magical, but it’s pretty ob- 
vious the network was just being lazy 
and throwing underrepresented demo- 
graphics out there to see if they stuck. 

But not Saul. Sure, AMC has had 
more duds than hits and could use a 
cash cow once Mad Men is gone. I saw 
an ad for Turn, 
the network’s 
Revolutionary 
War drama, 
and thought, 
“About time! 
When does it 
start?” only to 
realize that it’s 
already been on 
for one season. 
Did anyone talk 
about it, or blog 
about it, or even 
watch it? No. 
Ditto for Rubi- 
con. So yeah, you 
could say AMC is “jumping the snark” 
by adding the wry dramedy. But I’m 
not complaining. 

Most networks of lesser worth 
would have written the continuing 
story of Saul Goodman, trapped in 
obscurity in Omaha, Neb., eventually 
using his Cinnabon franchise as a 
money laundering scheme for the 
Mexican Mafia guys who find and 
blackmail him. That’s too obvious. 
And the magic of Breaking Bad was 
how the characters started in one 
moral universe and ended up in an 
entirely different one. 

So the fascinating thing about 
Better Call Saul is that it is a prequel, 
not a sequel. Who knew that Saul 
wasn’t always a debauched, unethical 
schlub? The problem with a prequel, 
however, is that we already know that 
when someone puts a gun in his face 
and threatens to kill him that he’s not 
going to die, but the writers are just 
using that fact as a challenge to make 
the show as suspenseful as possible. 
This means they have to add charac- 
ters whom we don't already know and 
also don’t want to die. For now, my 
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money is on Michael McKean’s char- 
acter, Chuck, Saul’s brother who is 
suffering from mental illness. They’ve 
also introduced lawyer Kim Wexler 
(played by Rhea Seehorn) who is a 
good foil to Saul’s buffoonery. 

The Chuck character is the only 
thing in the mix that feels forced 
— it’s obvious that we had no idea 
what Goodman’s family was like back 
on Breaking Bad, so it’s logical to 
introduce someone. An elderly, sick 
mother would’ve been a cliché, but an 
estranged son who dips in and out of 
his life could’ve worked if done right, 
especially if he’s the total opposite 
of his dad in some way. But they 
went with a sibling who’s a formerly 
successful lawyer who now suffers 
from some sort of environmental 
phobia, and therefore must be care- 
taken by Saul. 

This is a common device in spin- 
offs — surround the hero with the 
disenfranchised. Fish was Abe Vago- 
da’s sitcom that came from Barney 

Miller. He played 
the patriarch of a 
family of racial- 
ly mixed foster 
children who were 
always either in 
some sort of peril 
or creating some 
sort of havoc. The 
Brady Bunch had a 
spinoff that never 
even made it to the 
light of day, but it 
was called Kelly’s 
Kids and was about 
neighbors of the 
Bradys who — you 
guessed it — adopt three orphans of 
different ethnic backgrounds. Cheers 
to Frasier, a man who lives with his 
elderly dad. Friends to Joey, which 
featured Joey’s nephew with Asperg- 
ers. Golden Girls to Empty Nest: a man 
becomes a widower and his grown 
daughters move in. Gilligan’s Island to 
The Harlem Globetrotters on Gilligan's 
Island, wherein the team crash-lands 
on the island and has to play a game 
against a hoard of robots. Okay, so 
that doesn’t really prove my point, 
it’s just rad. Especially since it was 
originally supposed to be The Dallas 
Cowboy Cheerleaders on Gilligan's Is- 
land. (Truly.) 

So yep, these writers (I keep 
saying that, but it’s basically Vince 
Gilligan and Peter Gould) are mostly 
smart. They are not completely pa- 
tronizing us by showing Goodman’s 
slow downward spiral into “bad,” for 
starters. He’s not a squeaky clean 
high school science teacher, he’s a 
lawyer, and, well, we all know what 
Shakespeare said about those guys. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 


WORLD CLASSS GENTLEMEN S CLUS & RESTAURART 


#1 ADULT DESTINATION FOR CONVENTIONEERS & BUSINESS TRAVELERS IN SF 
650 HOWARD STREET » ONE GLOCK FROM MOSCONE CENTER + 415.536.0300 » WWW.COLDCLUBSF.COM » @COLDCLUBSF ACOLOCLUBSF 


EATEMDED AFTERHOURS ALL WEEK 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THE CALENDAR 


RESTAURANT OPEN LATE 





EAT MUSIC 


FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2015 


525 SUTTER ST, AT POWELL 
SAR FRANCISCO 415-281-8000 


GOLDER CATE BAR & GRILL 


TAP ROOM 


Now Qhen 
Chee HN) Grow 
BHUFF LESOARD 

SAEEBALL* POO! 

r DUGHALL 
OPER PLSOAR "D DAR EVER YORY 


rr 
NAFTBEER 


HAPPY HOU 


38 





FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2015 


JUST A TASTE 





By Anna Roth 


It’s hard to think of an object 
more closely associated with a restaurant 
than its menu — but, like so many other 
aspects of modern dining, the menuisa 
new invention, dating back only 150 years 
or so. There’s always something a little 
freeing about being without its tyranny, 
liberated to eat whatever comes your way 
without having to make a single decision. 
The plate, or procession of plates, defines 
your meal, not your preconceptions of 
what they might turn out to be. 

This kind of dining works at a 
restaurant like the French Laundry, 
where the tasting menu is basically a 
thesis statement from the chef told 
through food. But though I was dazzled 
by many dishes that came my way at a 
recent dinner at the 2-month-old Cali- 
fornios in the Mission, I found myself 
struggling a little without that printed 
signpost, trying to understand where I'd 
been, where I was going, and what the 
journey meant overall. 

Californios comes from Val M. Cantu, 
a chef with a fine dining background 
who's been refining his take on modern 
Mexican cuisine at pop-ups around town 
for a few years. At his tiny new 32-seat 
spot, there’s no a la carte menu, and no 
real choice when it comes to the tasting 
menu (though there is a vegetarian ver- 
sion) — you sit down and the food begins 
to come. The team experimented with 
variable pricing early on, including a five- 
course menu for $57, but it is currently 
$75 per person for about eight courses, 
with an optional $45 beverage pairing. 
This puts it on par with many of the more 
inventive tasting menus in the city, and in 
comparison, falls a little short. 

There was a lot to like about the food; 
the team of chefs in the small, open 
kitchen, plating calmly with tweezers, 
is undoubtedly a talented bunch. They 
knew their proteins well: I swooned 
over creamy, but- 
ter-poached sablefish 
in a pool of green gar- 
lic sauce, both subtle 
in their own way and 
together added up to 
the kind of bite that 
made me close my 
eyes in order to taste 
it all the way through. 
There was a slice of 
roasted duck with a textbook-perfect red 
center and crisp crust, perfectly paired 
with a red wine reduction. Tender sous 
vide chicken came in a remarkably rich, 
clear broth with sprouted grains and 
pomegranate — the restaurant’s take on 
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pozole, but almost as thick as consom- 
mé, and what I'd like to drink on every 
sick day for the rest of my life. 

The dark gray, almost clubby room 
lends itself well to fine dining, with 
white tablecloths and a choice of seat- 
ing between more private tables and 


Californios 


3115 22nd St., 757-0994, 
californiossf.com 

Hours: Tue-Fri5:30-10 
p.m., Sat 5:30-10:30 


comfortable leather 
stools at the open 
kitchen. With its art 
on the walls, tufted 
leather banquettes, 
and shelves of cool 
coffee-table books, 
Californios has the 
kind of “rich person’s 
living room vibe” 
youd expect from 


someone who trained under designer to 
the stars Ken Fulk — as did Cantu’s wife, 
Carolyn, who designed the space. 
Dinner began like most tasting 
menus: with a flurry of small bites 
paired with an excellent unfiltered Ital- 
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Anna Roth 
Smoked egg custard and potato 
three ways at Californios. 


ian prosecco. There was a briny Hama 
Hama oyster with jicama mignonette, 
and a startlingly fresh and interesting 
celery and kiwi granita that was laced 
with pop rocks. The most true to the 
vision of the restaurant was a “take on” 
chips and salsa, a thin fried cracker with 
daubs of salsa and a dust on top that 
was like a haute Cool Ranch Dorito. 

But I wanted to see more of the Mexi- 
can influence in other dishes. The reason 
to do a tasting menu, of course, is that 
you want the dishes to cascade onto each 
other until the chef’s viewpoint comes 
crashing into your consciousness, and 
though these showed technical prowess, 
I never felt they added up to a cohesive 
whole. There was a nice piece of yellow- 
tail with mandarinquat and chile: It was 
all smoke, citrus, acid, and buttery fish 
that made for a lovely few bites. But was 


merely being lovely enough, when the 
chef’s thesis of personal, modern Mex- 
ican food infuses his website and press 
materials? I felt the same ambivalent 
admiration for the smoked egg custard 
layered with smoked tomato, and the 
dessert foie gras ice cream with banana 
brilée. All good, but all things that could 
reasonably be found at any Northern 
Californian restaurant. 

Among the best parts of the meal were 
the thick, warm tortillas served with a 
sour cultured butter mixed with yogurt, 
but those suffered from another issue I 
ran into with the fledgling restaurant: its 
service. When your check can easily top 
$300, everything should be flawless. We 
had an extra charge on our bill, and our 
server's awkwardness was palpable every 
time she interrupted to take our plates. 

That extended to the food’s presenta- 
tion. Some of the chefs were sharp and 
articulate, explaining exactly what we 
were getting (and the sommelier, Char- 
lotte Randolph, formerly of the French 
Laundry, was truly excellent: helpful, 
informative without being too much so, 
and friendly). But others mumbled their 
way through an explanation or, as in the 
case of the tortillas, just dropped them 
off without much of an explanation at 
all. We waited to see if more food would 
be delivered, and by the time we realized 
we were meant to eat them alone, they 
had already cooled. 

This kind of reliance on the chefs, 
who were, you know, already plating 
every course, was more of a symptom of 
that lack of menu than anything else; it 
makes the chefs and servers do all of the 
heavy lifting. I was eager to revisit the 
meal at the end, but the menus we were 
given were so stylized that they were 
basically useless (mine read: “hielo, a-chi, 
huey, [poll, papo, sable, pato, verb, foie”). 

Restaurants don’t exist in a vacuum, 
and it is unfortunate for Californios that 
two excellent places have opened recent- 
ly that offer similar coursed meals: Lazy 
Bear and The Progress. It’s a bit of an 
unfair comparison — both of those are 
from chefs at the top of their game (and 
have James Beard nominations for Best 
New Restaurant of 2015 to prove it), 
while this is Cantu’s first real outing on 
his own — but it’s an impossible one to 
ignore. Californios shows a lot of prom- 
ise. But by really pushing the envelope 
with the Mexican flavors that Cantu 
loves, and paying better attention to 
customer needs over the kitchen’s ego, 
it could go from something promising to 
something unmissable. 


Anna.Roth@SFWeekly.com 
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Who Makes 
Better Indian 
Pizzainthe 


Haight? 


By Pete Kane 


There was always a lot of pizza 
in the Upper Haight, but now that Indian 
restaurant Tikka Masala has rebranded it- 
self as Tikka Masala & Pizza and nearby 
Great Indian Food also launched its own 
pizza, there is something of an arms race 
afoot. I compared slices from the two. 

Aside from benefiting from gar- 
lic powder and chili flakes in equal 
amounts, they are different in almost 
every respect. Tikka Masala’s quar- 
ter-pie slice is twice as large for more 
than twice the price ($5.38 versus 
$2.16, after tax) and comes with more 
toppings, including roasted tomatoes. I 
had to ask the guy to reheat it, though, 
because it was still limp and tepid when 
he served it to me. 

Although Great Indian’s chicken was 
a bit more flavorful, when it came to 
sauce, Tikka Masala was the winner by a 
mile. Great Indian’s sauce was too sweet 
and tasted like it came from a factory — 
as did the cheese. 

The crust was one area where subjec- 
tivity was a big factor. Neither was thin 
or crisp, but while Tikka Masala’s just 
salty enough, it was also tough. Great In- 
dian’s wasn’t as flavorful, but the texture 
was better and it had a bit of char. But for 
me, the dead giveaway when ascertaining 


RECENT OPENERS 


A weekly listing of new dining spots 
around town. To recommend a place, 
email fresheats@sfweekly.com. 


AL's Place: Acclaimed chef Aaron London, last seen at 
Napa’s Michelin-starred Ubuntu, has opened a mostly 
pescetarian restaurant at 26th and Valencia. The 
menu focuses on vegetables and fish dishes; meat, 
like bavette steak and seared foie gras, is offered as 
a “side.” 1499 Valencia, 416-6136 

Hawker Fare: Michelin-starred Oakland chef James 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


~ 


Pete Kane 


At $4.95, Tikka Masala & Pizza's 
slice isn’t cheap, but it’s a full 
quarter of the pie. 


mediocre pizza is the section just inside 
the outer edge. If it bubbled or browned 
(Tikka Masala), great. If some dried sauce 
is poking from under the mozzarella 
(Great Indian), we had a problem. 

Both restaurants were nearly empty 
at 1 p.m. Great Indian is one cavernous 
room. The newly renovated Tikka Masala 
is laid out better, and has sunlight. Even if 
you ignored ambience as a criterion, this 
was a case of getting what you paid for: 
Tikka Masala & Pizza was the winner. 


Great Indian Food 
1793 Haight, 750-1313 


Tikka Masala & Pizza 
1668 Haight, 626-1756 


New Doc Delves 
Into Jewish Delis 


By Mary Ladd 


A new documentary called Deli 
Man opens in early March, and is an inter- 
esting look at the culture, food, and people 
of Jewish delis. Look fora serving of Bay 
Area love in the form of commentary and 
footage from Wise Sons proprietors Evan 
Bloom and Leo Beckerman — shown trans- 
porting bakers’ racks through the Mission 
and sharing that the high cost of meat 
makes it tough torunabusiness. >> p40 


Syhabout brings his popular, casual Thai and Laotian 
restaurant Hawker Fare to the Mission. The former 
Amber Dhara space has a super-colorful makeover 
and a new upstairs bar, The Holy Mountain, which 
will have a rotating menu of cocktails (starting with 
a Mardi Gras-inspired theme). 680 Valencia, 800- 
9000, hawkerfare.com 

Mourad: Mourad Lahlo of Aziza fame has opened 
a soaring, eponymous restaurant in SOMA. Like 
the Michelin-starred Aziza, Moroccan-California 
food is on the menu, but this spot focuses more on 
large-format dishes like lamb shoulder, short ribs, and 
roasted chicken. 140 New Montgomery, 660-2500 
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Open Fri & Sat 


WINES "TILL 2AM 


rotisserie & grill 
Where Latin Fusion Meets Urban Chic 
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2427 3rd St, SF 


415-913-7163 


Monday-Saturday 
sam—3pm* & 5:30pm—10pm 


*Excluding Saturday, when we are closed for lunch. 
Service begins at 5:30pm on Saturday 


SANFRANCISTS 


$Z 00 /stice 
NEW YORK STYLE 


2119 SHATTUCK AVE BERKELEY | (510) 841-4035 
Now offering vegan pizza at this location 
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SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 









2109 Polk 
345-0600 


3242 22" St. 
206-0555 


7H HarisonSt 1737 Haight 
896-0700 668-5577 


333 Bush 
421-0700 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 
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KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


== AUTHENTIC CHINESE + DIM SUM == 











Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Fi 
Dumplings 
ia 
Pot Stickers 
| 
Won Ton 
| 
Pancakes 


> SAN FRANCISCO. J 


TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/713 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
nin WWW. kKingofchinesedumpling.com ini: 


KING OF NOODLES 


—— Hand-Pulled Everyday —— 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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World Famous 
Original 
"Trish Coffee" 







Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 


‘yaa 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 


11 Year Anniversary Party 
1pm-4pm Saturday, 2/28 


Live Irish Music - Face Painting - Irish Appetizers 


UFC 184 


Weidman vs Belfort / Rousey vs Zingano 
7pm Saturday, 2/28 - $10 Cover 


3200 24th Street 
@ S. Van Ness 
74a Royo yo| OLw Aon | @) 

Mon-Fri 11AM-2AM 

Sat-Sun 9AM-2AM 
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Fresh Eats from p39 


The film focuses on the youthful, 
third-generation deli man Ziggy Gruber, 
who is so obsessed with the food and 
culture of delis that he leaves behind a 
promising career as a white tablecloth 
chef in the U.K. His description of at- 
tending a meeting of the deli minds in 
New York and realizing no one appeared 
to be ready to continue the tradition of 
the older seniors is telling. Other delis 
get coverage, including Caplansky’s, 
Ben’s Best, Katz’s, 2nd Avenue Deli, 
Nate ‘n Al, Carnegie, and the Stage with 
enough pictures of good pickles, sand- 
wiches, kugel, and matzo ball soup to 
get that tummy rumbling. 

The people of delis are depicted as 
an important element to the Jewish 
delis experience; you want to return for 
your usual meal but also kvetch with the 
owner and staff. And, in a trait they share 
with other restaurant workers, the deli 
men presented here rightly point out 
how much dedication and labor and love 
is needed to want to stay in the business 
— yet they also point out as crazy as the 
business can be, they wouldn't want to 
hack it at, say, an office job. 

Gruber remains a great example of 
how the love of food and culture can be a 
motivator and even reason for life’s pur- 
pose. Let’s hope the delis presented here 
remain a part of our society, since it is a 
different sort of gathering place worth 
preserving and supporting. 


Franklin 
Barbecue 
Coming to S.F. 


By Anna Roth 


It’s just a typical morning — 
you re drinking your coffee, skimming 
your RSS feed — and then the world 
screeches to a halt when you read that 
Austin’s esteemed brisket-peddler Frank- 
lin Barbecue is coming to San Francisco 
for a few days in mid-May. 

I’ve never waited in the hours-long 
line in Austin, though I have on good 
authority that it’s worth doing at least 
once just for a taste of the ambrosial 
brisket, which I’ve spent plenty of time 
drooling over in money shots in maga- 
zines and its cameo in Chef. And now, 
like magic, it will be transported to S.F. 

Let’s be real — if the line takes a 
better part of the day in Austin, where 
there is plenty of good barbecue and 
the place is open six days a week, people 
will maybe camp overnight in S.F.? You 
and I, unless we show unprecedented 
dedication, will probably not get to 
sample the famed brisket of pitmaster 
Aaron Franklin. But a girl can dream. 

Location and more details TBD, 
though Eater SF, who got the scoop, wise- 
ly speculated that it will either be 4505 or 
Smokestack. Stay tuned for more. 
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BEST BURRITO, 
VEGGIE BURRITO, 
IN SAN FRANCISCO! 


Bay Guardian 


“Best of the Bay” 


1998, 1999, 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 


2009, 2012, 2013 


2288 Mission St. @ 19th 
(415) 252-9560 
1003 Market St. @ 6th 
(415) 864-6773 
Come visit our newest location: 


3211 Mission St. @ Valencia 
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A HIDDEN GEM IN THE MISSION 


What Lies Beneath 


“T’ve got a colleague,” said Ar- 
nold, “who says there are only seven plots, 
and that writing them can be automated.” 

I nodded. “That’s structural literary 
theory. It holds that since there are a 
limited number of plots possible, there 
are only a limited number of stories. We 
just keep dressing them up with differ- 
ent characters and settings.” 

We'd just come from an exhausting 
afternoon meeting — hours and hours 
long — and desperately needed a drink 
to unwind. I had no idea how we ended 
up at Zoe’s, on 24th, a few blocks off 
Mission. There are so many other great 
spots in the area, and Zoe’s does noth- 
ing on the outside to stand out. 

The inside seemed fairly typical too — 
a dimly lit long bar and restaurant with 
tables and some “quirky signs” almost 
seems like it’s striving for normcore — 
but a few rococo flourishes suggested 
this was a bar with an understated poetic 
soul. Which, if you’ve known any po- 
ets, is the best kind. 

Perhaps it was the gor- 
geous stained glasswork 
at the back, or the subtle 
wood and gold plant 
pattern facade above 
the bar, or maybe we 
glanced at the menu 
from outside, and 






We grinned. Poetic souls can bring 
the heat. 

“Now I once heard an interview with 
Toni Morrison,’ I told Arnold as the bar- 
tender started to mix, “in which she said 
that there are only two stories in the 
world. Death and love.” 

“Yeah,” he said, considering. “Okay.” 
The bartender put two glasses in 
front of us and stepped away. We raised 
and sipped — and it was damn good, 
with an incredible kick. Neither of us 

had ever had anything like it. 

“But,” I said, “while sometimes a 
useful way of looking at stories, and 
even life, structural literary theory isn’t 
actually true.” 

“T was just going to ask,” Arnold said 
as the fries we ordered were put down 
in front of us. Zoe’s has a gourmet 
pub menu, unusually strong on vege- 
table options, and the fries were good 
enough to make us give dinner here 

some serious thought. The longer 
we stayed, the more hidden 
depths were revealed. 
“To get to the struc- 
ture of a plot, you have 
to strip away all the 
details — and the de- 
tails count. “The man 
killed the woman’ is 
a plot, and structur- 


—=<— 
were both impressed — ally it’s identical to 
by the cocktail list: = ‘the old man killed 
drinks that included a C1 \|, |. | T | [} the young woman.’ 
Gold Rush (bourbon, Vi AS But fundamentally 
lemon, crab apple, something different 


honey, cinnamon, apple 
bitters), a Southpaw Fizz 
(gin, lemon, hibiscus syr- 

up, Prosecco), and a Vermont 
Mule (bourbon, lime, ginger 
orange syrup, mint, ginger beer). 

But when I asked the bartender what 
he did exceptionally well, he looked 
around at the nearly empty joint (still 
just opening on a Saturday afternoon) 
and said, “How about I make you up 
something?” 

I always say yes to that. It’s the first 
sign that a bartender is shooting for 
greatness. 

Arnold asked me to explain more 
about structural literary theory — kids 
these days — and so I told him that 
there are differing arguments for how 
many stories there really are in the 
world: 36, 14, seven ... even one. 

‘Just one story?” Arnold asked. 

“Right. King Arthur. Some say that 
between its various characters and their 
destinies — Arthur, Merlin, Lancelot, 
Guinevere, the Holy Grail — it’s got 
every plot possible, and we just retell 
smaller versions of it over again.” 

Arnold considered that as the bar- 
tender walked back up. “You guys like 
heat?” he asked. 

“Sure,” we said. 

“Good, because I’m experimenting 
with distilled hot peppers.” 
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BENJAMIN 
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has happened — and 
it’s different from what 
happens in ‘the old man 
killed the old woman, or 
‘the young man killed the old 
women. The plots may be structur- 
ally identical, but we have three different 
stories here. So even if you think that all 
the world’s stories can be reduced to a 
few plots — you're measuring the wrong 
thing. The world is bigger and more in- 
teresting than what you're measuring.” 

Arnold nodded. “I feel like that hap- 
pens a lot. Like we live in a world where 
people are constantly measuring the 
wrong things.” 

The bartender came back. “Fix us 
something special again?” I asked. 

He looked around. ‘The place was 
filling up. But he clearly wanted to play. 
“Can you do drinks with egg whites?” 

“That,” I said, “would be the Holy 
Grail.” 

“I see what you did there,” said Arnold. 

The bartender made us something 
we liked even better. There was no evi- 
dence outside the bar that he could do 
this. But under the surface Zoe’s has its 
own, fascinating, story to tell. 


Zoe’s 
3088 24th St., 817-1972, zoessf.com 


Benjamin@omnibucket.com 
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FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 


TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 
INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


LAIBACH 


SY-NEUL UDY-N AVN ACO) 


ANDY GRAMMER AND 
ALEX & SIERRA 


PARADISE FEARS , RACHEL PLATTEN 
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


MARCH 3 & 4 
1 DI OLO) SSVJES) = (OD Renee) 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


THE KENNETH BRIAN BAND 


MZ AN CO 5 imag) 
DIOL) SOR As) = OER eee) 


GALACT 


KUNG FU (FRI), CON BRIO (SAT) 


SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
DOORS 6:30/ SHOW 7:30 © $28.50 


JOSHUA RADIN 


RACHAEL YAMAGATA, CARY BROTHERS 


TUESDAY, MARCH 10 
1 DIOLO) OSES) = (OSI Yee 


KONGOS 


SIR SLY, COLONY HOUSE 


THURSDAY, MARCH 12 
1DIOLO) eye) 5 (OAR YP 


THE EXPENDABLES 


FORTUNATE YOUTH, KATASTRO 


FRIDAY, MARCH 13 
DIOLO) OM eyac) = (OAR IN Pele 


SECONDHAND SERENADE 
& RYAN CABRERA 


NICK THOMAS, WIND IN SAILS, 
RUNAWAY SAINTS 


ticketmaster.com 


_°THEe,_ 


“FILLMORE 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


THE STORY So FAR 
PLUS SPECIAL GUESTS 
TERROR 


seuvenirs 


FRUITION (F FRI), NLS (SAT) 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 27 & 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28 


SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
| DIOTO) SOY as) s LOD A eee 


ANVIL 


SUNDAY, MARCH 15 
DOORS 6.30/ SHOW 7 ¢ $18.00 


CPN ADD): 


SENSES FAIL, MAN OVERBOARD, SEAWAY 


MARCH 17 & 18 
1 DIOLO) OP/EN) s (ORR Le 


TWEEDY 


ELEANOR FRIEDBERGER (TUES), 
THE MINUS 5 (WED) 


FRIDAY, MARCH 20 
DIOLS) SOR a) = OAR ee Pele 


ANI DIFRANCO 


PEARL AND THE BEARD 


SUNDAY, MARCH 22 
1 DIOLO) JES) = ORIN YAU! 


TALIB KWELI & 


IMMORTAL TECHNIQUE 


THURSDAY, APRIL 2 
DIOLO) SIJEN) = (ORRIN eee 


NORTH MISSISSIPPI 
ALLSTARS & ANDERS 


OSBORNE PRESENT N.M.O. 





LEMS, Cette Cit] (= naren 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 
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Make-Out Room 


THURS 2/26 AT 9:30 PM FREE 


GLAM NIGHT 
W/ DJS MEDIUM RARE & OMAR PEREZ 
70S GLAM, BUBBLEGUM, PROTOPUNK & 
HIGH ENERGY ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 


FRI 2/27 AT 6 PM FREE 


SHAKE APPEAL: HAPPY HOUR 


GRAGE, SOUL, PSYCH, GLAM, ROCK ‘N’ ROLL 
W/ DJS GALINE MODMOSELLE, 
OMAR PEREZ, BARON VON WEST 
& VELENTINO 


FOLLOWING AT 10 PM FREE 


BOOM SHAK-A-LAK-A 


FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE & INT'L 
W/ DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


SAT 2/28 AT 7:30 PM $8 
TOMO NAKAYAMA (cranp Hauway 
YEA - MING & THE RUMOURS 
GOH NAKAMURA 


FOLLOWING AT 10 PM $5 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCE-HALL, HOP-HOP, REGGAE- 
TON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN 3/1 7:30 PM $8 


NIGHT HERONS 
SOFIE WINTERSON 


(DREAM POP FROM AMSTERDAM) 
WILLIFORD 


FOLLOWING AT 10 PM FREE 


DIMENSION 
W/ DJS JUSTIN & KURT 
TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON 3/2 8 PM FREE 


MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
QUINTET (CURATED BY ELI WALLACE) 
ELECTRO KRAKEN (PORTLAND) 

DAVE SLUSSER’S LOST PLANET 


TUES 3/3 AT 9:30 PM FREE 
SLOW JAMS 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL 
W/ DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED 3/4 AT 9 PM FREE 


FRIGO-INTERNATIONAL 
DISCOTHEQUE 


CUMBIA, THAI FUNK, SAMBA, AFRO-BEAT, 
SALSA, RAI, ELECTRO-RAGGAE, AFRO-FUNK, 
ASIAN-PSYCH, ROCKSTEADY & MORE! 
W/ DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 * www.makeoutroom.com 
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School of Chaz 








Chaz Bundick 


The chilled-out chameleon behind Toro y Moi and Les Sins just wants to penetrate 


your mind, man. 


By Adrian Spinelli 


“Peace,” Chaz Bundick says as 
he waves two fingers, slings a beige can- 
vas backpack over his shoulder, and 
leaves. I watch him walk away, wearing a 
red Patagonia jacket and green jeans, his 
poofy hair sticking up as he smiles 
through clear-rimmed glasses. I can’t 
help but think to myself after meeting 
the transplant from South Carolina, 
“He’s becoming one of us.” 

We'd just finished talking about 
Bundick’s latest projects and immi- 
nent performances at the Noise Pop 
festival. The Berkeley resident (for the 
past five years) is now married to the 
girl he moved out here with, and is set 
to release his fourth Toro y Moi LP, 
What For?, April 7 on Carpark Records. 
In between preparing for his festival 
appearances with both Toro y Moi 
and his electronic project Les Sins, he 
sat down to talk about how the Bay is 
shaping him and his music. 

“The new record definitely has a 
California sound,” Bundick says. It’s an 
understatement from someone whose 
forthcoming album is littered with the 
psych- and subtle garage-rock vibes 
that have been a signature of Bay Area 
music. “I feel like I was already into 
that kind of stuff even before I was 
here, too,” he says, “but being out here 
motivated me to just go for it.” 

What For? is the second Toro y 
Moi album Bundick has created while 
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living on the West Coast, but while 
2013's fantastically synth-heavy 
Anything In Return was produced at 
S.F. staple Different Fur Studios, this 
time the laid-back Bundick opted to 
self-produce at his home studio. “This 
is the most comfortable I’ve been 
making a record. I definitely felt like 
I could just relax and walk away from 
it and come back whenever I wanted, 
and it was easier to get in my zone.” 
That isn’t a surprise. Bundick seems 
like a guy who’s normally in tune with 
his surroundings. On this particular 
day, he’s eased comfortably into a 
chair at a Berkeley cafe and quickly 
settled into the landscape. “The nature 
out here, the sun ... just the type of 
people that are around here, they can 
influence you immediately,” he says. 
To a Bay Area music fan, What For? 
comes across like something from the 
Sonny & the Sunsets school of rock. 
But Bundick says Alice Cooper, the 
Brazilian funk/soul legend Tim Maia 
and “white-guy “70s funk” were prima- 
ry influences. “For this record, I really 
want it to be...” he pauses and smiles. 
“For real, this is the kind of music I 
want to penetrate your mind with.” 
The Maia-inspired “The Flight” does 
exactly that, with a decadent arrange- 
ment featuring funky drums, the sig- 
nature Toro synths and — Bundick’s 
new element du jour — the guitar. 
“My roots are in guitar music,” he says 
and alludes to his artistic comfort 


zone, admitting “it wasn’t until this 
past record that I felt like I could be 
myself. Not that I was faking it, it’s 
just a smaller interest of mine — that 
[electronic] realm. I have so much 
more music that I’m interested in.” 

His other interests have shown in 
his Les Sins moniker, under which 
he released 2014’s Michael on his 
Company Records label (a Carpark 
subsidiary). I tell him it feels like a test 
kitchen for electronic experimenta- 
tion. “I think for Les Sins, it’s a play- 
ground ... to get some ideas out that 
I wasn't able to get out on Anything in 
Return,” he says. “And maybe get some 
ideas out that I had before I started on 
What For?” 

For “a playground,” Les Sins is more 
than just a tossed-off project. It sees 
Bundick flexing a dynamic take on 
electronica with the quiet confidence 
of an artist who's accepted by many 
as one of the best in the indie-sphere. 
“You have to go into it with confl- 
dence, and really just go for it if you're 
gonna jump around genres like that,” 
he says. “There were times when I was 
recording the album where | thought 
to myself “This sounds a little too 
heavy for Toro. But I want people to 
think ‘Oh, this is Toro y Moi, I didn’t 
think it was possible for him!” 

A stretch of tracks on Michael goes 
from a mushroom jazz-style groove 
on “Bellow,” then leads into a funky 
disco beat on “Sticky,” before we’re 


nothing short of earfucked by a dark 
and synthy drum ’n’ bass banger in 
“Call.” Bundick laughs when we dis- 
sect these tracks, though there’s a 
look of pride across his face. “[‘Call’] is 
where I left my brain in the electronic 
world. I still want to get darker and 
heavier and really fuck with people,” 
he says. 

There’s no evil undertone to this 
because he’s so damn cool about it. 
He tells me how Nate Salman, from 
Oakland’s Waterstrider, ended up 
on the Les Sins single “Why”: “I met 
Nate through my friend Anthony (of 
Astronauts Etc.) and was like ‘Dude, 
you have an amazing voice. I'd love 
to see what it sounds like on top of a 
dance track.” Ever so soft-spokenly, 
that’s how Salman ended up on a Les 
Sins track. 

As he prepares to leave, Bundick 
confesses that he’s headed to a ceram- 
ics class. “I really appreciate using my 
time wisely to learn as many skills 
as possible when I’m not doing stuff 
with Toro,” he says. At the moment, 
he’s embarking on a quest to make all 
of his own dishes, and then start mak- 
ing his own furniture. “I just wanna 
make my own stuff. And if it’s shitty, 
it’s OK, ’cause I made it.” He’s also 
been schooling himself on photogra- 
phy, in addition to being an aspiring 
vegetarian chef. 

“T love cooking! I’ve found that 
ginger really takes food where it needs 
to go,” he says. “Ginger, lime, and ci- 
lantro give it that restaurant-quality 
flavor. It wasn’t until I started using 
ginger that it went to the next level.” 

There’s an overarching DIY philos- 
ophy to Bundick’s aesthetic, whether 
he’s cooking up music or dinner. “It’s 
kinda my approach to everything: 
Have simple ideas that are executed 
really well,” he says. ‘If it’s a cup ora 
table ... it should just be simple, and 
use good material and technique. 
That’s how you make it long-lasting.” 

It’s not hard to hear how this ap- 
proach comes through in his music. 
Bundick’s multifaceted (yet simple) 
skills will be on display at Noise Pop 
this week, right in his own backyard 
— which is feeling more like his than 
ever before. 

“It feels like home for sure,” he 
says of the Bay Area. “I love to come 
back from any tour or trip and seeing 
the bay out of a plane ... knowing that 
this is where | live, this is my home.” 
His voice carries a hint of awe. “It’s 
still really new,” he continues. “It’s 
kinda unreal.” 


Chaz Bundick 

will be appearing as Toroy Moiat 5 
p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 26, at Great 
American Music Hall, for alive 
recording of Song Exploder’s podcast; 
he'll perform as Les Sins at 8 p.m. that 
same evening at The New Parish. $20; 
thenewparish.com. 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


Party Epoch 


By Chris Zaldua 


Party years are like dog years. 
It takes a lot of hard work — and burning 
the candle at both ends — to run a party 
right, and only the best and most dedicated 
make it past a year or two. At this point, 
Lights Down Lowis a Bay Area institution 
— and is working on conquering L.A. after 
launching a SoCal offshoot about two years 
ago. In party years, nine years is an epoch. 
To put together the lineup for this 
bash, Lights Down Low organizers have 
picked through their favorites and as- 
sembled a host of artists who represent 
different facets of the party sound and 
atmosphere. First and foremost is Kevin 
Saunderson, known as one of the “Bel- 
leville Three” (alongside Juan Atkins 
and Derrick May), the originators of the 
Detroit techno sound. Saunderson has 
produced and remixed countless tracks 
at this point, but some of his earliest 
are still his best — as Inner City, for 
example, he produced two of the best- 
known techno tracks of all time, “Good 
Life” and “Big Fun,” both of which are 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


SET presents James Zabiela and more at 
Mighty, 10 p.m.-5 a.m. Friday, Feb. 27. 
$15-$25; mighty119.com 

James Zabiela first made a name for him- 
self as kind of protégé of British progres- 
sive house DJ Sasha (who also happens to 
be DJing in San Francisco this weekend - 
see below), developing a trademark sound 
that paired house music with breaks. Lately, 
though, Zabiela has stood out among his 
tech-house mega-DJ peers by dipping his 
toes in the house and techno underground; 
Zabiela has a knack for pairing easily-ac- 
cessible crowd-pleasers — think big, me- 
lodic vocal techno and house tracks - with 
out-there experimental cuts, and it’s a tes- 
tament to his skill as a DJ that he does so 
without missing a beat. In this way, Zabiela 
manages to bridge two worlds, appealing to 
the dressed-up clubgoer who dreams of 
partying in Ibiza just as much as the black- 
clad techno geek who fantasizes about a 
weekend bender in Berlin. Opening up for 
him are local selectors Matt Hubert and 
Beau Kelly, while Mighty’s side room will be 
occupied by John Kaberna, Fabian Campos, 
Francesco Cardenas, and Agency55. 


RS94109 presents Silent Servant, 
Alberich, Marshstepper, and more at F8, 
10 p.m.-4 a.m. Friday, Feb. 27. $15; 
feightsf.com 

For a night decidedly not mainstream, 
RS94109, the city's newest vinyl record shop 
Specializing in vintage techno and house, 
industrial, experimental, and dub, is hosting 
a noisy showcase headlined by Silent Ser- 
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essentially LDL anthems. 

Next up are a pair of two-step/U.K. 
garage legends, Todd Edwards (who 
happens to be American) and M.J. Cole, 
who have spent their entire careers re- 
fining the garage sound: R&B-inflected, 
up-tempo, and broken-beat, both are 
superb producers and DJs. Cyril Hahn, 
next on the bill, owes a great debt to 
both Edwards and Cole and produces 
irresistible R&B remixes and edits that 
are impossible not to love. 

Rounding out the bill is Jonas Raths- 
man, an up-and-coming French house 


vant, New York noisemaker Alberich, and a 
host of artists from the hotly-tipped collec- 
tive Ascetic House. Silent Servant Is best 
known as one of the world's premier techno 
DJs, but he’s also an accomplished pro- 
ducer — Friday night marks the debut of his 
live techno set in San Francisco. Joining 
him is Alberich, whose performances fully 
blur the line between techno and noise - he 
makes highly percussive music that pairs 
the aggression of noise music with the 
rhythmic, body-moving elements of techno. 
Next up is Marshstepper, a two-person out- 
fit with a similarly genre-bending approach 
to music (and noise); Renoir, the industri- 
al-power electronics moniker of RS94109's 
Skander and former local Vereker; and the 
back room is manned by an array of local 
DJs, including Justin Anastasi of Surface 
Tension, Dima of Tekno Kitchen, and Josh 
Woods and Kevin Monteiro from RS94109. 


Fortunes and Vinyl Dreams present 
Emotional Especial, Inhalt, and more at 
Underground SF, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 28. Free before 11 p.m., $5 after; 
undergroundsf.com 

Vinyl Dreams, another of San Francisco's 
newest (and finest) record stores, is hosting 
some of their friends from across the pond: 
Jamie Paton and Chugagy, two characters 
from the Emotional Especial crew. Emo- 
tional Especial (and their parent label, Emo- 
tional Response) have been quietly honing 
a very particular sound over the past sev- 
eral years, releasing a steady stream of re- 
cords from artists who work at the 
intersection of acid techno, dub, new beat, 





Kevin Saunderson 


producer. He’s joined by Lights Down 
Low residents Corey Sizemore and 
Richie Panic and longtime partner in 
crime DJ Dials. Take a nap, pop a bottle 
of Champagne, and get dressed up — 
it’s time to celebrate. 


Lights Down Low’s 

Nine-Year Anniversary with 
Cyril Hahn, Kevin Saunderson, 
Todd Edwards and more 

at Public Works 

9 p.m.-4a.m. Friday, Feb. 27. 
$25-$30; publicsf.com 


disco, and electro. It's a very distinctive, 
particularly British sound, one that sounds 
something like a modern take on the classic 
Andrew Weatherall sound. The pair is joined 
by the local synth-pop wizards of Inhalt, 
who recently released their latest remix 12- 
inch on Emotional Especial; they'll be con- 
tributing a DJ set of their influences and 
favorites. Finally, local funk-disco collective 
40 Thieves will get behind the decks as well, 
celebrating the upcoming release of their 
new 12-inch, “Lower Haighter.” 


Deep Blue & Public Works present 
Sasha and more at Public Works, 9 
p.m.-4 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 28. $30-$40; 
publicsf.com 

If one were to compile a short list of the 
World's Hardest Working DJs (measured in 
number of gigs over time and total geo- 
graphical spread between those gigs), Brit- 
ish legend Sasha would probably rank in the 
Top 5. Sasha's career began in the late ‘80s, 
playing acid house as a resident DJ at Man- 
chester's legendary Hacienda nightclub. 
Later in the ‘90s, Sasha became the first 
global DJ superstar (alongside frequent 
partner John Digweed) by playing a nev- 
er-ending stream of gigs around the world 
and pioneering the “progressive house” 
sound - melodic, big, bold, and lacking in 
subtlety. These days, Sasha's selections tend 
towards funky tech-house and melodic 
techno, a modern take on his classic big- 
room sound. Opening up for Sasha are local 
DJs Rooz and Bo, and upstairs in Public 
Works’ Loft the Burning Man camp Pink 
Mammoth takes over with four of its crew. 


668 HAIGHT ST. (at Pierce St.) 
Be te pte 


watch with us: 


ALL MLS GAMES * BOXING 
UFC CHAMPIONSHIPS 


sd @DANNYCOYLES 


HA HA He- 


SAN F 


f FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 


puncH & LINE 


FRANCISCO 


-San Francisco: 


open daily 


HAPPY HOUR 
NOON - 7PM. 


Visit our website 


WWW.DANNYCOYLES.COM 
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SF COMEDY SHOWCASE - EVERY SUNDAY! 


WEDNESDAY 2/25 ~ SATURDAY 2/28 
FROM "Ny NIKKI & SARA LIVE AND @ MIDNIGHT! 
TOM BRADY, LYDIA POPOVICH 


TUESDAY 3/3 ' 


ELOISA BRAVO, JON ALLEN & MORE! 


Z 


WEDNESDAY 3/4 = SATURDAY 3/7 
FROM LATE NIGHT WITH CONAN O'BRIEN 
AND THE LATE LATE SHOW! 


PAUL MEC 


MAX CURRY, KELLY LANDRY 


WEDNESDAY 3/11 - SATURDAY 3/14 
FROM THE BITTER BUDDHA! 


EDDIE PEPITONE 


DAVE ANTHONY, CAMERON VANNINI 


TUESDAY 3/10 

FROM COMEDY CENTRAL'S ADAM DEVINE’S 

HOUSE PARTY! -~ = 
BRENDAN LYNCH 9. 
REGGIE STEELE, JOHAN MIRANDA 


THURSDAY 3/19 = SATURDAY 3/21 
FROM THE TONIGHT SHOW AND 


ay FOX SPORTS 1’S CROWD GOES WILD! 
A MICHAEL KOSTA 


CHRIS THAYER, IVAN HERNANDEZ 


WEDNESDAY 3/25 - SATURDAY 3/28 
FROM THE LATE LATE SHOW AND CONAN! 1) 
9 


JAY LARSON = [ie 


KEVIN O'SHEA, DASH KWIATKOWSKI 


THURSDAY 4/2 - SATURDAY 4/4 
OVER 40 APPEARANCES ON LETTERMAN! 


JAKE JOHANNSEN 


MAUREEN LANGAN, STUART THOMPSON 


WEDNESDAY 4/8 - SATURDAY 4/11 
QUITE POSSIBLY THE BEST POLITICAL SATIRIST WORKING 
IN THE COUNTRY TODAY. —THE NEW YORK TIMES 


SANDY STEC, SANDRA RISSER 


FACEBOOK.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® TWITTER.COM/PUNCHLINESF ® PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM * ABOVE 444 BATTERY STREET 
18 & OVER * 2 DRINK MINIMUM ® ALL SHOWS ARE LIVE AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE * CALL FOR SHOW TIMES * 415-397-PLSF 


THURSDAY 2/26 - 
SATURDAY 2/28 


SEBASTIAN 


From The Late Late Show 
with Craig Ferguson and | 
The Tonight Show! 


FRIDAY 3/6 - 
SUNDAY 3/8 


KEVIN 
MANISCALCO) NEALON 


From Weeds and 
Saturday Night Live! 


SUN 3/1 
FRANKIE QUINONES & FRIENDS 
THUR 3/12-SAT3/14 
JAY MOHR 


From Gary Unmarried ( 
and Jay Mohr Sports! 
SUN 3/15 
YOUR MOM’S HOUSE PODCAST 


with Tom Segura & 
Christina Pazsitzky 


THUR 3/19 - SAT 3/21 . 
BRIAN POSEHN = | \: 


From The Sarah Silverman Program! 


FRI 3/27 - SUN 3/29 Vj 


JENNIFER COOLIDGE 


From American Pie 
and Best in Show! 


ALL SHOWS: Cover charge plus two beverage minimum e 18 & older with valid ID 
915 COLUMBUS AVENUE (@ LOMBARD), SAN FRANCISCO ¢ SHOW INFO: 415-928-4320 
AAT Mt ete] -}-t-fete] |=) Aezse))' | 


ticketmaster.com 
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Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket 
prices are subject to change without notice. 
All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. 
Avoid Online Fees at our Box Office. 
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SAT, MAR 7 


BENEVENTO 
SUPERHUMAN HAPPINESS 


=| MON, MAR 9 
JAFFE EVENTS 2 EARSHOT ENTERTAINMENT PRESENT 


GONDWANA 
BAYONICS, DJSTEPWISESD) WLIGO 


TUE, MAR 10 
KING CHARLES 


FRI, MAR 13 


TICKET MUST BE PURCHASED IW 
CONJUNCTION WITH RAILROAD EARTH'S 
SHOW AT THE FOX THEATER OW 3/14 


RAILROAD EARTH 
SAT, MAR 14 


ELECTRIC SIX 
AVAN LAVA 


SUN, MAR 15 
BEARDYMAN 
TUE, MAR 17 
TRASH TALK 
RATKING 

LEE BANNON 
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THU, MAR 19 
BAKERMAT 
MODE 


FRI, MAR 20 


JOE PUG 
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SAT, MAR 21 
HERMITUDE 
ELIUEE 

GANG OF FOUR 
PUBLIC ACCESS T.V. 

WED, MAR 25 


THE MOWGLI'S 
FENCES, HIPPO CAMPUS 


THU, MAR 26 
FUTUREBIRDS 
FRI, MAR 27 


RUBBLEBUCKET 
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LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, contact 
Clubs Editor John Graham by email (John. 
Graham@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
Shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are in the 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


THURSDAY 2/26 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
Happy Hour: Bear Lincoln, Friends W/O Benefits, The 
Damn Fanatics, 5 p.m., free with RSVP. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Yojimbo, GrooveSession, Ivory Arrows, 9:30 p.m., 
$10 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: Six Organs of Admittance, Elisa Ambrogio, 
Silo Homes, Donovan Quinn, 7:30 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Noise Pop 2015: Eleanor Friedberger, Doe Eye, 


CONCERTS 
THURSDAY 2/26 


Andy Grammer: W/ Alex & Sierra, Paradise Fears, 
Rachel Platten, 8 p.m., $20-$29 advance. The 


Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


Berkeley Symphony: Program Ill - Imagination: 8 
p.m., $15-$74. UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 


Bancroft, Berkeley. 


Pentatonix: 8 p.m., sold out. Fox Theater - Oakland, 


1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 


S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT plus featured violinists 
Anne-Sophie Mutter (Feb. 26-28) and Ye-Eun Choi 
(March1), 8 p.m., $15-$166. Davies Symphony Hall, 


201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


Taj Mahal: 7:30 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 


Franklin, San Francisco. 


FRIDAY 2/27 


ALO: W/ Fruition, 9 p.m., $23-$33 advance. The 


Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


California Bach Society: J.S. Bach - The Early 
Cantatas: 8 p.m., $33. St. Mark's Lutheran Church, 


1111 O'Farrell, San Francisco. 


Fifth Harmony: W/ Jacob Whitesides, Jasmine V, 
Mahogany LOX, 7 p.m., sold out. The Regency 


Ballroom, 1290 Sutter, San Francisco. 


Noise Pop 2015: Geographer: W/ K.Flay, Empires, 
Bells Atlas, 8 p.m., $25. Fox Theater - Oakland, 


1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 


S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT plus featured violinists 
Anne-Sophie Mutter (Feb. 26-28) and Ye-Eun Choi 
(March1), 8 p.m., $15-$166. Davies Symphony Hall, 


201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


Steep Canyon Rangers: W/ Front Country, 8 p.m., 
$25. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 


San Francisco. 


Taj Mahal: 7:30 p.m., $30-$70. SFJAZZ Center, 201 


Franklin, San Francisco. 


SATURDAY 2/28 


ALO: W/ The T Sisters, 9 p.m., $23-$33 advance. The 


Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


Buika: 8 p.m., $35-$100. Nourse Theatre, 275 Hayes, 


San Francisco. 
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Icewater, Dude York, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
2015: The Church, Them Are Us Too, 7 p.m., sold 
out. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. We Could 
Be Friends, The Sand People, Human Assembly, 
8:30 p.m., $6. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Modern Pantheist, 
Shady Elders, 10 p.m., free. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Whiskey of the Damned, The Restless Sons, Liam Kyle 
Cahill, Ryan Davidson, 8:30 p.m., $8-$10. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Noise Pop 2015: 
Tony Molina, Nude Beach, Cold Beat, The Younger 
Lovers, 8 p.m., $12-$14. 

SFSU Campus, Cesar Chavez Student Center: 1650 
Holloway, San Francisco. Lemme Adams, Paisano, 
Bliim, Speakeasy, 6 p.m., free. 

Slim's: 333 Ith St., San Francisco. Shred Zeppelin, Fred 
Barchetta: A Tribute to Rush by Points North, Pushing 
the Sun, Supper, 9 p.m., $14 advance. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. Shan- 
non & The Clams, Scraper, Mope Grooves, 9 p.m., 
$10. 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “My So-Called 
Night,” ‘90s dance party with VJs Jorge Terez & 
Becky Knox, 9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Thirsty 
Thursdays," 9 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Class of '84,"’ w/ 
DJs Damon, Steve Washington, Dangerous Dan, and 
guests, 9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco. “XO,” 10 p.m., 
$5. 


Cuarteto Casals: 8 p.m., $36-$46. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Hillbilly Robot: Americana Mayhem: W/ Blisses 
B, Rin Tin Tiger, Big Jugs, Raven Marcus, 9 p.m., 
$15. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco. 

Judy Collins Sings Sondheim: 8 p.m., $60-$90. 
The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, San Francisco. 

Love Is All: Benefit concert and free medical 
clinic with Tad Worku and the Oakland East Bay 
Symphony, 8 p.m., $35. Craneway Pavilion, 1414 
Harbour Way S., Richmond. 

The Lucent Dossier Experience: W/ ill.Gates, 9 
p.m., $22.50-$25. The Regency Ballroom, 1290 
Sutter, San Francisco. 

Mustache Harbor: W/ DJ Mike Scirocco, 9 p.m., $22. 
Bimbo's 365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco. 

Noise Pop 2015: The New Pornographers: W/ How 
to Dress Well, Nick Diamonds, 7:30 p.m., $35. 
Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 Telegraph, Oakland. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT plus featured violinists 
Anne-Sophie Mutter (Feb. 26-28) and Ye-Eun Choi 
(March 1), 8 p.m., $15-$166. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

Taj Mahal: 7:30 p.m., $30-$70. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

Wobbleland 2015: 16+ dance party with 12th Planet, 
Boombox Cartel, Brillz, Dubloadz, G Jones, 
Getter, Grandtheft, Grimblee, Jackal, Jauz, Kill 
the Noise, Midnight Tyrannosaurus, Must Die, 
pOgman, Snails, TrollPhace, Woolymammoth, 7 
p.m., $40+ advance. City National Civic, 135 W. 
San Carlos, San Jose. 


SUNDAY 3/1 


California Bach Society: J.S. Bach - The Early 
Cantatas: 4 p.m., $33. St. Mark's Parish, 2300 
Bancroft, Berkeley. 

Cassandra Wilson: Coming Forth by Day - A 
Celebration of Billie Holiday: 7 p.m., $36-$86. 
UC Berkeley, Zellerbach Hall, 2430 Bancroft, 
Berkeley. 

Judy Collins Sings Sondheim: 5 p.m., $60-$90. 
The Fairmont Hotel, 950 Mason, San Francisco. 

Ledisi: W/ Raheem DeVaughn, Leela James, 7:30 
p.m., $45-$65. Fox Theater - Oakland, 1807 
Telegraph, Oakland. 


DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. ““DAMSF: 
4-Year Anniversary,” 10 p.m., $10-$20. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “‘Afrolicious,” 
w/ DJ Pleasuremaker, 9:30 p.m., $5-$7. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco. “Base,” w/ Behrouz 
& Keith Kraft, 9 p.m. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: Giraffage, Spazzkid, Glenn Jackson, Avidd, 
8 p.m., sold out. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
2015: Mystery Skulls, Blackbird Blackbird, Happy 
Accidents, 9 p.m., $15-S17. 

Oasis: 298 1ith St., San Francisco. ‘Kittens,’ w/ Sergio 
Fedasz & Kevin Hoskins, 10 p.m., $5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘“#Homo," 9 p.m., 
free. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. “Control San 
Francisco,” 18+ dance party with GTA, TJR, Wuki, 9 
p.m., $25 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. Bézier, Break- 
Arts, Club MEDS, 9 p.m., $8. 

Slide: 430 Mason, San Francisco. “‘Euphony,” w/ DJ JB, 
Mikey Tan, Flyin Lion, Tigran, 9 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Jared 
Paul, Joe Mousepad, Cozmost, Bottled Water, 7 p.m., 
$10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Future Flavas,” 
w/ DJ Natural, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco. “Peaches,” 
w/ Lady DJs DeeAndroid, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, 
Umami, Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m.., free. 


Noise Pop 2015: Caribou: W/ Koreless, 8 p.m., 
sold out. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 

S.F. Symphony: W/ MTT plus featured violinists 
Anne-Sophie Mutter (Feb. 26-28) and Ye-Eun Choi 
(March1), 2 p.m., $15-$166. Davies Symphony Hall, 
201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 

She Sings: A Concert Celebrating the Power of 
Women's Voices: W/ The Young Women's Chorus 
of San Francisco, Moira Smiley & VOCO, 5 p.m., 
$10-$30. First Unitarian Universalist Society 
of San Francisco, 1187 Franklin, San Francisco. 

Taj Mahal: 7 p.m., $25-$60. SFJAZZ Center, 201 
Franklin, San Francisco. 

Taking Back Sunday: W/ Letlive, The Menzingers, 7 
p.m., $27.50-$40. Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, 
San Francisco. 

Wobbleland 2015: 16+ dance party with 12th Planet, 
Boombox Cartel, Brillz, Dubloadz, G Jones, 
Getter, Grandtheft, Grimblee, Jackal, Jauz, Kill 
the Noise, Midnight Tyrannosaurus, Must Die, 
pOgman, Snails, Trol[Phace, Woolymammoth, 5 
p.m., $40+ advance. City National Civic, 135 W. 
San Carlos, San Jose. 


MONDAY 3/2 


Noise Pop 2015: Caribou: W/ Koreless, 8 p.m., sold 
out. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 
One Night Only: Benefit for Broadway Cares/ 
Equity Fights AIDS and the Richmond/Ermet AIDS 
Foundation featuring cast members of Newsies, 
Shawn Ryan, Sharon McNight, and Bruce Vilanch, 
7:30 p.m., $35-$80 advance. Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter, San Francisco. 

Philip Glass: The Etudes: 7:30 p.m., $36-$99. Davies 
Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco. 


TUESDAY 3/3 


Lucinda Williams: W/ The Kenneth Brian Band 
(rescheduled from Feb. 4), 8 p.m., $40-$53 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 


WEDNESDAY 3/4 


Lucinda Williams: W/ The Kenneth Brian Band 
(rescheduled from Feb. 5), 8 p.m., $40-$53 
advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, San Francisco. 
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ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Michael Musika, 
Sleepy Todd, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. cRoss- 
Rhodes, 8 p.m. 

Connecticut Yankee: 100 Connecticut, San Francisco. 
Jacob Acosta, Wicked Man, StringQuake, 10 p.m., 
$10-$20. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Karla Mi 
Lugo, Professor Gall, The Slow Poisoner, 9 p.m., 
$8. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Crooked 
Road, 9 p.m. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. Vanessa 
VerLee, 8 p.m. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Francisco. 
Noise Pop 2015: Langhorne Slim, Jonny Fritz, Travis 
Hayes, Francisco Fernandez, 8 p.m., $16-$18. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Graham 


Patzner, 7 p.m.; Austin Willacy, Rachel Efron, 8 
p.m., $10-$20. 


JAZZ 


Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Dan Zemelman 
Quartet, 10 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 8 p.m. continues through March 19, 
$35-$50. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Steve Lucky & 
The Rhumba Bums, 7:30 p.m. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Lilian Wu Trio, 
7p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Charlie 
Siebert & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 

7:30 p.m., free. 


PEBRUARY eG 


sore 
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PRME 


INTERNATIONAL 


Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Trio Garufa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Yerba 
Buena Special,” w/ DJ El de la Clave, 8:30 p.m., $15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Shawn Holt 
& The Teardrops, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jose Simioni, 
4p.m.; Chris Cobb, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. G.G. Amos, Fourth 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Artists’ Television Access: 992 Valencia, San Fran- 
cisco. Botborg & Tooth, 8 p.m., $7-$10. 

The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Francisco. LSG 
New Music Series: Sound-Speak, sound + spoken 
word with Pitta of the Mind, Nick Obando, more, 8 
p.m., $6-$15 sliding scale. 

Oddball Films: 275 Capp, San Francisco. Sonic Cinema 
Soirée, w/ filmmaker David Michalak and live 
soundtracks by Reel Change, 8 p.m., $10. 


FRIDAY 2/27 


ROCK 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
“S.F. Mindgasm," w/ Overland, Impuritan, The Daze 
& Nights, Tiny Massive, 8 p.m., $10. 

Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
Happy Hour: Couches, Stalls, Never Young, 5 p.m., 
free with RSVP. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Chad Galactic, Yojimbo, Fancy Ketchup, 9:30 p.m., 


Featuring: 


Western Addiction plays 
at Hemlock Tavern 
Friday, Feb. 27. . 


$15 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: No Joy, Devon Williams, Vaniish, Chasms, 
8 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco. Noise Pop 2015: Cosmonauts, Mondo Drag, EI 
Terrible, Al Lover, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Fire in the 
Hamptons, TeamMate, 8:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Western 
Addiction, Fast Asleep, No Business, 8 p.m., $8. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: Cathedrals, The Tropics, Crashing Hotels, 
DJ Turf-Yard, 8 p.m., sold out. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. G.L.0.S.S., 


Charles Amirkhanian 


Don Byron 
Frode Haltli 
Lou Harrison 


Tigran Mansurian 


Miya Masaoka 


AFESTIVAL OF 


Quaaludes, Provos, Silent Era, 5:30 p.m., $5. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. Young 
Creatures, The Youngest, Rivvrs, 9:30 p.m., $8- 
$10. 

Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco. David Cook, Dylan 
Gardner, 8 p.m., $23. 


DANCE 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
2015: Slow Magic, Lindsay Lowend, Moors, Under- 
belly, 10 p.m., $15-$20 advance. 

Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. Michael 
Calfan, Deep Moisture, 9:30 p.m., $15 advance. 
BeatBox: 314 lith St., San Francisco. “Trade,” w/ Gene 

Farris, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 
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Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘“Manimal,”’ 9 p.m., 
free before 10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. ‘Boy Bar,” 
9 p.m., $5. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Dark Shadows 
vs. The Witching Hour,” w/ DJs Daniel Skellington, 
Melting Girl, Mz. Samantha, and Sage, $8 ($5 
before 10 p.m.). 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Kap Slap, 
Gazzo, 9 p.m., $12-$15. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘An RS94109 Event,” 
w/ Silent Servant, Alberich, Marshstepper, Renoir 
(Vereker & Skander), Ossin, Verdigris, Josh Woods, 
Justin Anastasi, Dima, Rachel Aiello, Kevin Monteiro, 
10 p.m., $15 advance. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. “'! 
D the ‘90s,” w/ DJs Samala, Teo, Mr. Grant, & Sonny 
Phono, Fourth Friday of every month, 9 p.m., $5. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Thomas Jack, 
m.0.N.R.0O.E., 9 p.m., sold out. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Set,” w/ James 
Zabiela, Matt Hubert, Beau Kelly, John Kaberna, 
Fabian Campos, Franccesco Cardenas, Agency55, 
10 p.m., $15-$25 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. Krafty Kuts, 
Motion Potion, M3, 9 p.m., $20-$25 advance. 

Oasis: 298 lith St., San Francisco. ‘Love Ball S.F.,” 
w/ Raja Gemini, Heklina, Richie Rich, more, 10 
p.m., $15-$20. 

Pop’s Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Sweet,” w/ 
DJs King Most & Jon Reyes, 9 p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. “Lights Down 
Low: 9-Year Anniversary,” w/ Cyril Hahn, Kevin Saun- 


Electro-Tinged Indie Pop 


PANIC IS PERFECT 





derson, M.J. Cole, Todd Edwards, Jonas Rathsman, 
Richie Panic, Corey Sizemore, 9 p.m., $30 advance. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Noise Pop 2015: 
Wet, DJ Aaron Axelsen, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 

Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Vinai, Philip 
Adrian, Adapt, Animal Control, Joe Q, 9 p.m., $15- 
$20 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. ‘Loaded,’ w/ DJs 
Dugg, C-Pap, Ghost Dad, and Frank Lucas, 8 p.m., $3. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. “Future Factory,” 
w/ Crazibiza, J. Casablanca, Taj, 10 p.m. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. ‘Studio 
3AM," w/ Soft and Crispy, William Wardlaw, Ménage 
a Moi, 10 p.m., $5. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Vicetone, St. John, 
10 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Cage & Sadis- 
tik, DJ Halo, Taskine, Joe Mousepad, 9:30 p.m., $15. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Are Too, 
Vazkez, Kelley Mak, Raquel Divar, OneWerd, Stanley 
Ipkuss, 7 p.m., $10. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “#Flow,'’ w/ 
The Whooligan & Mikos Da Gawd, Fourth Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco. “Krush Groove 
Energy,” w/ BanksTheDJ, 10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Will 
Redford, 7 p.m. 


‘ 


LLL ae T*- 
i? Spas, : 


With Kiwi Time and Low Country Kingdom, 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 28, at Slim’s. $15; slimspresents.com 


Panic is Perfect is the kind of band that almost seems to have it unfairly easy. 
Layered but deceptively simple, earwormy, electro-tinged indie pop seems to 
tumble forth from this S.F. five-piece with what seems to be very little effort, 
though the band’s founders, multi-instrumentalists Jeremy Belzer and Mike 
Hoffman, would tell you that’s far from the case: They’ve been at this fora 
half-decade now, with a following to show for it. The band’s most recent EP, Be- 
hind Your Eyelids (released just this week), is probably its most pro- 
duced-sounding effort yet — but when the hooks are this joyous and the beats 
are this danceable, you won’t hear any complaints from us. Emma Silvers 
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WHITE ARROWS 


MARCH 21 


INTERPOL 
APRIL 21 


NIGHTWISH 
SABATON « DELAIN 


APRIL 28 


MATT & KIM 
WATERS 


MAY 2 


THE JESUS AND 
MARY CHAIN 
30™ ANNIVERSARY OF 
PSYCHOCANDY 


MAY 16 


NOEL GALLAGHER'S 
HIGH FLYING BIRDS 


MAY 18 


STEVEN WILSON 
JUNE 14 


THE MUSICAL BOX 
PERFORMS GENESIS’ 
SELLING ENGLAND BY THE POUND 


MARCH 13 


ECHOSMITH 
THE COLOURIST 
MARCH 25 


THE TING TINGS 
MARCH 26 


THE MUSICAL BOX 
PERFORMS GENESIS’ FOXTROT 


MARCH 14 


THEREGENCYBALLROOM.COM 
1300 VAN NESS at SUTTER 
THEWARFIELD 


REGENCYBALLROOM 
GOLDENVOICESF 


(OPO WY a AIe) Gal] GOLDENVOICE.com 


THEWARFIELDTHEATRE.COM 
WARFIELD BOX OFFICE OPEN SUNDAYS 10AM - 4PM 
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WARFIELD » THEWARFIELD 
REGENCYBALLROOM \2}| THEREGENCYBALLROOM 


GOLDENVOICESF GOLDENVOICESF 


i \ ba 
Get tickets at QS .com 
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JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco. Quinoa 
Co-Op, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Chuck 
Peterson Quintet, Fourth Friday of every month, 5:30 
p.m., $10 suggested donation per adult. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Jinx Jones Jazz 
Trio, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco. Bryan 
Girard, 7 p.m. 

Dolores Park Cafe: 501 Dolores, San Francisco. Hardly 
Strictly Jazz, Hanna Mignano, 7:30 p.m. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 8 p.m. continues through March 20, 
$35-$50. 

Hotel Rex: 562 Sutter, San Francisco. Benn Bacot & 
Friends, 8 p.m., $25-$45. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 


| PUBL. 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Hard Bop Col- 
lective, 8 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Jules 
Broussard & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Roarin’ Hounds, 7:30 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Black Market Jazz Orchestra, 9 p.m., 
$10. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘‘Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 
Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 

Candela, 10 p.m. 

Il Pirata: 2007 16th St., San Francisco. “La Tropi-Cal,” 
w/ resident DJs WaltDigz & Dark Rum, Last Friday 
of every month, 10 p.m., $10. 

Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco. Dance 
Fridays, weekly salsa & bachata party, 7:30 p.m. 


CWORICS 


LIGHTS DOWN LOW 9 YEAR ANNIVERSARY 


CYRIL HAHN © KEVIN SAUNDERSON 
MJ COLE ° TODD EDWARDS & MORE 


a i 


DEEP BLUE & PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


SASHA 


ON & ON X PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


ROB GARZA2Z 


(THIEVERY CORPORATION ) 


PILLOWTALK 


WEDNESDAY 3.4 
THAT VENUS PATROL / WILD RUMPUS: GDC AFTERPARTY 


THURSDAY 3.12 
JAMES MURPHY (DFA/LCD SOUNDSYSTEM) OJ SET 
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FRIDAY 3.13 
ELLUM SHOWCASE: MACEO PLEX - SHALL OCIN 


SATURDAY 3.14 
AYLI: SIMIAN MOBILE DISCO B2B ROMAN FLUGEL 





BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Shawn 
Holt & The Teardrops, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $22. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. Robert 
“Hollywood” Jenkins, 6 p.m. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Charles 
Wheal, 9 p.m. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco. Allister Peera 
Blues Band, Last Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Jan Fanucchi, 
Last Friday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Thompson, 
9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
Aki Kumar, 9 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. ‘Hillbilly 
Robot: Honky-Tonk Showdown," w/ The Blacklisted, 
The B-Stars, The Branded Men, 9:30 p.m., $15. 
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EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Ignition 
Duo, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Francisco. 
Noise Pop 2015: Grouper, Briana Marlea, Aria Rostami 
& Daniel Blomquist, 8 p.m., sold out. 


SATURDAY 2/28 


ROCK 


Bender's: 806 S. Van Ness, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
Happy Hour: Wild Eyes, Travelling Ills, War Cloud, 5 
p.m., free with RSVP; Get Dead, Sorority, Monolith, 
10 p.m., $5. 

Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. Gent 
Treadly with Charles Neville, The Terpsichords, The 
Voodoo Fix, DJ K-Os, 9:30 p.m., $18 advance. 

Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: Cherry Glazerr, The Shivas, Dirt Dress, 
Rich Girls, 8 p.m., $12. 

Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Noise Pop 2015: Sales, Haunted Summer, GNTLMN, 
Seatraffic, 9 p.m., $10-$13. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Milk Music, 
CCR Headcleaner, Swanox, 9:30 p.m., $12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Freddie & 
The Aztecs, Universe People, Robbery, 9 p.m., $7. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Cold Blue 
Mountain, lon, Wander, Roland, 7 p.m., $10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Eyes on the 
Shore, Miss Lightning, Wake the Sun, 9 p.m., $12. 
The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: Cathedrals, Silver Swans, Waterstrider, DJ 

Aaron Axelsen, 8 p.m., sold out. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Noise 
Pop 2015: Surf Club, Kokomo Hum, All Your Sisters, 
Father President, 8 p.m., $8-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. Tomo 
Nakayama, Yea-Ming & The Rumours, Goh Nakamura, 
7:30 p.m., $8. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. Sad Tires, Sweet 
Plot, Harbor House, Ice Cream, 8 p.m., $7. 

Slim's: 333 1th St., San Francisco. Kiwi Time, Panic Is 
Perfect, Low Country Kingdom, 9 p.m., $15. 

Thee Parkside: 1600 17th St., San Francisco. The Crowd, 
Channel 3, Sharp Objects, Modern Kicks, 9 p.m., $10. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 1th St., San Francisco. Hotel 
Garuda, Opus, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

BeatBox: 314 1th St., San Francisco. ‘| Just Wanna 
F*ckin Dance,” w/ DJs Dani Toro & Guy Ruben, 10 
p.m., $20 before 11 p.m. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Right?!?!," w/ 
DJs Porter, Tomas Diablo, Mr. Washington, and Myster 
C, 9:30 p.m., $8 (free before 10 p.m.). 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
2015: Dan Deacon, Dutty Wilderness, Running in the 
Fog, Blackout Make Out, 7 p.m., sold out. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. “Baby Loves 
Disco," 1-3:30 p.m., $15; “Bootie S.F.,"" w/ Smash-Up 
Derby, A+D, DJ Dada, Marky Ray, Haute Mess, VJ 
Tripp, Keith Kraft, Sharon Buck, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

Mezzanine: 444 Jessie, San Francisco. Noise Pop 2015: 
Kindness, Pell, 9 p.m., $20-$25. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco. “Mighty Real: 4-Year 
Anniversary,” w/ Lil Louis & David Harness, 10 p.m., 
$15-$25 advance. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Night Moves: 
3-Year Anniversary," w/ DJ Pierre, J-Boogie, DeeJay 
Theory, Papa Lu, 9:30 p.m., $13 advance. 

Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
Humans, Brogan Bentley, Alder, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 
Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “FringePop,”’ 

w/ DJs Blondie K & subOctave, 9 p.m., free. 

Public Works: 161 Erie, San Francisco. ‘Deep Blue,” 
w/ Sasha, Rooz, Bo (plus Pink Mammoth DJs in the 
OddJob Loft), 9 p.m., $15-$40. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Buck Wild,” w/ 
resident DJ Becky Knox, Fourth Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
2015: Lemaitre, Niteppl, Natural Curves, 8:30 p.m., 
$15. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


MONDAY 3/02 FRIDAY 3/13 


















FRI DAY 3/06 THURSDAY 3/05 
THURSDAY 3/19 
TUESDAY 3/10 FRIDAY 3/20 
WEDNESDAY 3/18 
SUNDAY 4/12 


s THURSDAY 5/28 












BRICK & MORTAR ELEANOR FRIEDBERGER 





DOE EYE, IGEWATER 





MUSIC HALL : 





































1710 MISSION ST. - COSMONAUTS os : : ead 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 Eon creat elt eel ated : : 
BRICKANDMORTARMUSIC.COM 2 | HEY ROSETTA! | MOON HOOCH | MONOPHONICS 
‘SALES OWL PAWS | SECRET SIDEWALK, COYOTE ©: FRI: OJ CARNITA (HARD ENC 
' HAUNTED SUMMER, SEATRAFFIC | THE PAINTED HORSES TRICKSTER ' SAT: JOEL GION & THE PRIMARY COLOURS, DJ STEVE BOWSTEAD 
5447 TELEGRAPH AVE OAKLAND, CA 94612 
YY £5 ff 
, <A T= | CLUBLEOS.COM 
—= <a> 
THURS 2/26 TUES 3/10 
SEAN HEALY PRESENTS: LOST CAUSE TOUR 2 THE 30TH ANNUAL JEWISH MUSIC FESTIVAL! 
TORY LANEZ THE SWAY MACHINERY 
|. Sco 8 CD RELEASE PARTY 
ETA rE OAK) (((FOLKYEAH!))) ae SHOW SERIES 
‘ ) HOWLIN RAIN 
ANORE MARTEL ) S77 
LIL ‘MERIGA (3 ) MOON HOOCH 
PLUS SICK SAD WORLD RESIDENTS: SOWHAT NETO. = | Sy ggg 
SPACEGHOST BOBBYPERU SEAN HEALY PRESENTS: FROM NOW ON TOUR 
SUN 3/1 CAM MEEKINS 
SEAN HEALY PRESENTS WITH SPECIAL GUEST BRANVILLE 
: JOE BUDDEN WED 3/18 
sg Frise | ~—« SCOTT PEMBERTON TRIO. = Bi 
NOISE POP 2015 LA BOHEMIA WeO TE FLUX, BROD ROB SAT 3/7 
BUYEPONGO SAT 3/21 
MICK JENKINS HECTOR GUERRA, DJ RABEAT FORREST DAY THE STONE FOXES 


THE LATEST AND GREATEST ADDITION TO 1749 SAN PABLO AVE, OAKLAND 
UPTOWN'S COCKTAIL AND OJ SCENE THE UGK STEADY THEROCK-STEADY.COM 


BROUGHT TO YOU BY PARISH ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 
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Ruby Skye: 420 Mason, San Francisco. Mike Hawkins, 
Nick G, 9 p.m., $15 advance. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco. “Sadistic 
Saturdays," w/ Michael Brandon & DJ Guy Ruben, 
Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. ‘Dark Room: 
Angels & Demons - A Love Affair,” w/ Lady Bear, 
Raya Light, Becky Motorlodge, The Dark Dolls, DJs 
Le Perv & Omar, 9:30 p.m. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco. Jordy Dazz & 
Justin Prime, 10 p.m., $10-$15 advance. 

Vessel: 85 Campton, San Francisco. Chris Garcia, 10 
p.m., $10 advance. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Nice,” w/ DJ 
Apollo, Fourth Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“House Party," w/ DJs Spank Bank, Honey Knuckles, 
and Freddie Future, 9 p.m., $5 after 10 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Howard 
Simon, 7 p.m. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Steinbeck 
Birthday Celebration 2015: Modern Day Dustbowl 
Ballads, w/ Tender Mercies, Brian Belknap, Pony 
Hunt, 9 p.m., $8-$10. 

Exit Theatre: 156 Eddy, San Francisco. Songwriter 
Saturdays, hosted by Melissa Lyn, Last Saturday of 
every month, 8:30 p.m., free/donation. 

Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Francisco. 
Noise Pop 2015: Orchid Tapes Showcase with 
Foxes in Fiction, Owen Pallett, R.L. Kelly, Emily 
Reo, 8 p.m., $15. 

Velo Rouge Cafe: 798 Arguello, San Francisco. Alzara 
& Brother Spellbinder, Daniel Isle Sky, 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 
Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Terrance 


MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


BIG SPLASH DAY 2: KRAFTY KUTS 


MOTION POTION, M3 


/ 
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UNIARM & MONARCH PRESENTS: 
NIG nIMNA@NSSHCID AS ANUAINININVARSTAAMAYAVI aN DUE od | 13404 - 


J BOOGIE, DEEJAY THEORY, PAPA LU 


MONARCH PRESENTS: 
DJ TENNIS 


Sil ND O)s) nO AINAO/An OVA 


LIGHTS DOWN LOW SF FEATURING 


TIGA 


7 CYNON 
4.14 HEARTTHROB 


A.19 BENOIT & SERGIO. =—-4.21 JIMMY EDGAR 
4.20 DAMIAN LAZARUS 


4,27 NIKOLA BAYTALA 


we eeeeeeee» MONARCHSFE.COM -+ ee eee eres 
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Tony Ensemble, Fourth Saturday of every month, 
8 p.m., $10. 

Cafe Claude: 7 Claude, San Francisco. Nick Rossi Trio, 
7:30 p.m., free. 

Feinstein’s at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 7 p.m. continues through March 21, 
$35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill ‘Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Steve 
Lucky & Carmen Getit in the Hammond Cheese 1/2 
Sandwich, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. Mad 
& Eddie Duran Trio, 7:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. The 
Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco. “Pura,” 9 
p.m., $20. 


DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 7:30 


THUR 2/26 7PM Si7 DOOR 


WHOS AMS 


a TWO SHOWS! $37 DV $4700 


WED 3/4 7PM eo ADV / 2p DOOR 
(HEARTLESS BASTARDS ! 


FRI 3/68 & 10: abe TWO SHOWS! $30 ADV / $35 DOS 





THURS 3/2 7PM $30 int / $35 DOOR 


BILLY JOESHAVER 
FRI3/I38PM $22 ADV / $24 DOOR 


FORRY ACKSON TRIB : At 
SAT 3/4 8PM SI5 ADV / $17 DOOR 
HOWLIN RAIN With THE BLANK TAPES 
TUES 3/17 8PM $0 ADV / sl2 DOOR 


BOB DYLAN, | THE GRATEFUL DEAD 
FRI 3/20 8PM $22 ADV / $24 DOOR 


7) 
SAT 3/21 8PM $30 ADV / $35 DOOR 


THE ENGLISH BEAT 
WITH RUSTY ZINN 


4|5-388- 3850 ‘ SWEETWATERMUS 
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Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Par- 
is-Dakar African Mix Coupe Decale," 10 p.m., $5. 
Cigar Bar & Grill: 850 Montgomery, San Francisco. 

Somos el Son, 10 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “El 
SuperRitmo,” w/ DJs Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 
p.m., $5-$10. 

OMG: 43 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Bollywood Blast,” 
Fourth Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Jimmy 
Keane, opening night of the 12th Annual Crossroads 
Irish-American Festival, 9 p.m., $15-$20. 

Red Poppy Art House: 2698 Folsom, San Francisco. 
Colm 0 Riain, 7:30 p.m., $15-$20. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. 
Ajayu, 9 p.m. 

Roccapulco Supper Club: 3140 Mission, San Francisco. 
José Alberto (“El Canario”), Johnny Polanco, 8 
p.m., $47 advance. 


Shee Sarkside 


FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F, 2-8pm 
OPEN AT 2PM, SAT AT NOON 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 


THURSDAY, 2/26 - 9PM - $10/$12 





FRIDAY, 2/27 - 9PM - $15 


eeoereecec oe e eee eee eee eee eee ee eee eee eee ee ee ee eeee 


SATURDAY, 2/28 - 9PM - $10/$12 


oeeeeeee ee eee eee eee ee ee eee Hee Oe HHH EEO OE ee EEO 


SUNDAY, 3/01 - 4PM - FREE 


SATURDAY, 3/07 - 9PM - $10/$12 


FRIDAY, MARCH 6TH - 9PM - $7 


UPCOMING EVENTS 


theeparkside.com 
1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 





REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Native Elements, 
Last Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $10-$15. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Earl 
Thomas & The Blues Ambassadors, Last Saturday 
of every month, 7:30 & 10 p.m., $24. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Francisco. 
Willie G, 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Dave Workman, 
Fourth Saturday of every month, 4 p.m.; Ron Hacker, 
Last Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


COUNTRY 


EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. CASA's Parents’ 
Night Out, Children’s After-School Arts benefit with 
Velvetta, 10 p.m., $10-$50 sliding scale. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Center for New Music: 55 Taylor, San Francisco. Wild 
Rumpus: Darkness & Light, 8 p.m., $10-$15. 


SUNDAY 3/1 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Cure for Gravity, Whirl, Cosmic Mercy, 8 p.m., $5-$10. 

DNA Lounge: 375 1th St., San Francisco. Gorilla Music 
Battle of the Bands, 5:30 p.m., $10-$12. 

Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Kowloon 
Walled City, Mercy Ties, Vulgar Trade, 8:30 p.m., $7. 

The Honey Hive: 4117 Judah, San Francisco. Lil Dowager, 
Trust Club, Renais, Worse, Moms, 7 p.m., $10. 

Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. The Higgs, Spun 
Hippo, 7 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. Noise Pop 
2015: Deafheaven, Bosse-De-Nage, Mortal Bodies, 
Cloak, 8 p.m., $16-$18. 


CK 


KITCHEN OPEN MON-SAT AT 6PM 


2/26BALANCED BREAKFAST PRESENTS 
NOISE POP HAPPY HOUR 

BEAR LINCOLN, FRIENDS W/O BENEFITS, 

So weet 


27 THE BAY BRIDGED PRESENTS 
NOISE POP HAPPY HOUR 


COUCHES, STALLS, NEVER YOUNG, 5PM FREE 


PUNK/SCHLOCK KARAOKE 

. oo « « W/THE LOVELY EILEEN, 9PM FREE 
2/28 ‘BENDER'S PRESENTS. 
NOISE POP HAPPY HOUR 
WILD EYES (SF), THE TRAVELING ILLS, 

WAR CLOUD, 5PM FREE 


GET DEAD! 
SORORITY, | MONOLITH, 10PM ONLY $5. 
3/1 “SCHLITZ INDUSTRY NIGHT 
$4 SHOTS OF FERNET BRANCA, 
$2 SCHLITZ BOTTLES, 
$5 SHOTS BULLEIT BOURBON, 
@eeee#eee#ee#eeeee o> STOLI SHAKEY SHOTS, 
3/2 MOJITO MONDAYS 
$5 MOJITOS ALL DAY AND ASS-END HAPPY HOUR 
-e n P. M. ro 2 A. M. St OFF DRAFT/WELL. 
3/3 TEQUILA TWO-WHEELED 
TUESDAYS” 
_ 86 SHOT OF TEQUILA WITH, A CAN OF, TECATE, 


3/4 WHISKEY WEDNESDAYS” 


$5 PBR AND WHISKEY SHOT ALL NIGHT LONG 


MARCH ART OPENING PARTY 
“SALTY & DELICIOUS” - 8 PM FREE 


BENDERS BAR & GRILL 
806 S. VAN NESS @ 19TH * 415.824.1800 
%*& MON-THU 4PM-2AM * FRI-SUN 2PM-2AM * 
7% WWW.BENDERSBAR.COM * 
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Swedish American Hall: 2174 Market, San Francisco. 
Noise Pop 2015: James Vincent McMorrow, Kevin 
Garrett, Dancer, 4 p.m., sold out. 


DANCE 


Audio Discotech: 316 11th St., San Francisco. “Sunday 
Funktion,” w/ Miguel Campbell, Rekto Verso, Mario 
Dubbz, Chemical Ali, 9:30 p.m., $10 advance. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Big Top," 9 p.m. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. ‘Dub Mission,” 
w/ DJs Sep & Stepwise, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 
9:30 p.m.). 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. “Stamina,” w/ DJs 
Lukeino, Jamal, and guests, 10 p.m., free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. ‘Sweater 
Funk,’ 10 p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. “Werd,” w/ Rich 
Korach, 9 p.m., $5. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 
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Conspiracy of Beards performs 
at the City Winery in Napa on 
Saturday, March 1. 


The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco. “Monkey 
Business," w/ DJ Shatmonkey, 7-11 p.m., $5. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Francisco. 
“Return of the Cypher,’ 9:30 p.m., free. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. “Swagger Like Us,” 
w/ resident DJs davO & boy_friend, First Sunday of 
every month, 3 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 
The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco. Traditional 
Irish Session, 6 p.m. 
Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Hobo 
Nephews of Uncle Frank, Surtsey (& co.), 8 p.m., 
$8. 


The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San Francisco. 
Bernal Mountain Bluegrass Jam, 4 p.m., free. 


» - 
nS 


oakland 


Tue-Wed, Feb 24-25 


NETTWORK TRIO 


feat. Charnett Moffett, Stanley Jordan 


and Jeff “Tain” Watts 


Thu, Feb 26 


atc LUCKY PETERSON 


Fri, Feb 2'7 


THE SUPERFLY TRIBUTE SHOW 


feat. James Early & The Superfly Band 


Sat, Feb 28 - SOLD OUT 


JODY WATLEY frAT. SHALAMAR 


2nd date added by popular demand on 3/21 


Thu-Fri, Mar 12-13 


JONATHAN BUTLER 


Sat, Mar 14 


TOMMY IGOE GhOOVE CONSPIRACY 


eA ESCOVEDO ORCHESTRA 


For tickets & current show info: YOSHIS.COM / 510-238-9200 


All-ages venue. Dinner reservations highly recommended. 


CONTACT ROBERT@YOSHIS.COM TO HOST A PRIVATE EVENT 


“~a 
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Fri-Mon, Mar 6-9 


Contemporary jazz master 


KENNY G 


Sun, Mar 1 - Lead singer of Great Big Sea 


ALAN DOYLE 


OAKLAND SCHOOL FOR THE ARTS 


Annual Board Benefit 


An Evening With 


MOLLY RINGWALD 


Thu, Mar 5 


| BETTYE LAVETTE 


CD Release 


Wed, Mar 25 


Fri-Sat, Mar 2'7-28 


PONCHO SANCHEZ 
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LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN 'til 2:00 am+MON with a Fillmore Show) 


“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 


4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS/S$4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
THURSDAY FEB 26 $10 ADV 





(“New Orleans BrassJazzPunk”) 
3 IN (“SoCal FunkRock”) 
+ 


FRIDAY FEB 27 $15 ADV 
“+ IBO* + : 
(ALO Afterparty) 
SATURDAY FEB 28 $18 ADV 


(of Neville Brothers) 


(of DSO) 
SUNDAY MAR 1 


THE GEMSTONE BAND* FREE PARTY! 
MONDAY MAR 2 


** free show** 
TUESDAY MAR 3 


** free show** 
WEDNESDAY MAR 4 $5 ADV 


(“1ST WEDNESDAY OF EVERY 
MONTH*) 


THURSDAY MARCH 5 $12 ADV 
@ The Chapel 
** BELLYMAN’S BALL ** 
“A Double Feature Album Release” 





BooM BooM RooM Presents 
in New Orleans: 


@ JAZZ FEST 2015 
10 shows at night! 
April 23-30 


52 FEBRUARY 26-MARCH 4, 2015 


p =>p eye: 
PS <elosent 


ELBO ROOM IS LOCATED AT 647 VALENCIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WWW.BROWNPAPERTICKETS.COM 
THURSDAY; FEBRUARY)26°9:30 PM 


$0 BEFORE 11 PM/ $7 AFTER 
AFRO-TROPI-DISCO-SAMBA-FUNK 


AFROLICIOUS 
FEATURING 
PLEASUREMAKER 


AND MASTER DRUMMER 


BABA DURU 


AND GUESTS 
FRIDAY, -FEBRUARY-27°9:30° PM - $15 


 @ = 
SADISTIK 
with Dd HALO 
PLUS TASKINE 
AND JOE MOUSEPAD 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY)28° 9:30 PM.- $12 


MILK°>MUSIC 


pis 
CGR: HEADGLEANER, 
OWANOX 


SUNDAY, MARCH 1-9 PM 
FREE BEFORE?9:30,/S6/AFTER 


DUB MISSION 


PRESENTS OS: SEP 


&-SPEGIAL GUEST 


DJ STEP WISE 


(KUUGHAPEATINO) 
SPINNING REGGAE FICESPANOL: DANCEHALL & PLENA 
FREE:TO ALE: BORN-INCHARCH 


TUESDAY, MARCH’. O°PM = 87 
SMOKED OUT 
SOUL 
FEATURING 
[AN MCDONALD 
(MONOPHONICS), 


ZEBUEL, WILL. MAGID 
& FRIENDS 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH-4°9-PM = $7 


po @] od | <9 A’ a @] 5 
ROCKEES ‘{neconn restast) 
pLuS REPTIEL; GASSOWARY, 
DJ SETS BY HERISUANA: JACK 


U PCO Mae 3:10. W 9S 


THU 3/5 AFROLICIOUS 
FRIES /6-BASSTOWN 
SAT 3/7 EARLY: CITERARY-DEATH: MATCH 

LATE: -SAT-NIGHT, SOUL PARTY 
OUN.3/8°DUB MISSION: DJ SEP 

FRI 3/13 NOCTURNUS 

ADD TUE-3/10°BOMBSHELL BETTY 

WED.3/11- COMMUNE: ‘PHEDRE 

THUS 212: AFROLICIOUS 





Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisitn, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. Kally Price Old 
Blues & Jazz Band, First Sunday of every month, 9 
p.m., $7-$10. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Electric 
Squeezebox Orchestra, 6:30 p.m.., free. 

Feinstein's at the Nikko: 222 Mason, San Francisco. 
Paula West, 7 p.m. Starts . continues through March 
22, $35-$50. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Bill Doc’ Webster & Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m.., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Francisco. Lavay 
Smith & Chris Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Barbara Ochoa, 
7:30 p.m., free. 


a MEZZANINE 


THU FEBRUARY 26 - SPIV! 
MYSTERY SKULLS 


BLACKBIRD BLACKED NOISE PUP 
clas C24 ut4 | 
ft ae) oy q | s 


SAT FEBRUARY 28 - 9PIVi 


KINDNESS Por 


—— 


FRI MARCH 6 - 9PM 


TIM SWEENY 
BEATS IN SPACE 


— . b 
2 us oe 
ttle 
; ; aot 


SAT MARCH 7 - SPM 
MARCH FOURTH! 


THU FEBRUARY 12 - SPI 


HUCCIcis 
Pa 


00.1) GOLDFISH Live 

0.) 5 JBO06 

>”) REBEL SOULJAHZ 

2° ALINGANDE 2nd Seow ADDED 
25 JAZMAINE SULLIVAN 

2) QUANTIC, BLOCKHEAD 
0) INCOGNITO 

.) | SQUAREPUSHER 


MITZANINES?T.COM ) 415.675.8880! 214 
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Inimitable Husk 


LUCINDA WILLIAMS 


With the Kenneth Brian Band, 8 p.m. Tuesday, March 3, and 
Wednesday, March 4, at The Fillmore. $40, thefillmore.com 

Not that she needed to win us over any further (we've been fans since 1998's 
Car Wheels on a Gravel Road), but Lucinda Williams’ set at Hardly Strictly Blue- 
grass last fall really sealed the deal: That inimitable husk in her Louisiana drawl, 
the deep, gritty ache of a song about real love lost — by the end of a 40-minute 
set, we were putty in her hands, and not just because it was the hottest weekend 
on record. This pair of nights at the Fillmore will see Williams showcasing songs 
from last year’s acclaimed double-album, Down Where the Spirit Meets the Bone, 
as well as older favorites, all blending country, folk, and dirty soul with the spit 
and verve of a veteran who knows she’s one of a kind. These shows should pair 
well with whiskey. Emma Silvers 


LIVE AT AMOEBA SF 


Electronic music iconoclast Dan Deacon plays live 
at Amoeba SF in celebration of his latest album. 
Gliss Riffer trades in exuberant, uncontained fun 
that is tempered by lyrics in defiance of life’s 
nagging anxiety. The bliss on this record is well 


DOMINO RECORDING CO. 


earned. LP w/Download: $17.98 _ ny 





ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


INTERNATIONAL 


Atmosphere: 447 Broadway, San Francisco. “Hot 
Bachata Nights," w/ DJ El Guapo, 5:30 p.m., $10 
($20 with dance lessons). 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco. Year of the 
Ram Showcase, w/ Betty Wong & Friends, 4:30 p.m. 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. ‘Brazil 
& Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Balkan Evening, 8:30 p.m. 

Viracocha: 998 Valencia, San Francisco. Sarah Cabral, 
6:30 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Jethro Jeremiah 
Band, 5 p.m., free. 


BLUES 


Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. Gregg 
Wright Band, 7 & 9 p.m., $15. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Blues Power, 
4 p.m. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco. Sunday Blues Jam with 
Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., free. 


COUNTRY 
The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco. Hillbilly 
Hootenanny West Side Revue, First Sunday of every 
month, 7:30 p.m., free. 
EXPERIMENTAL 


The Lab: 2948 16th St., San Francisco. Noise Pop 2015: 
Holly Herndon, 7:30 p.m., $10-$15. 


MONDAY 3/2 


ROCK 


Hemlock Tavern: 1131 Polk, San Francisco. Water Into 
Blood, Catharsus, Blood Cabana, 8:30 p.m., $6. 





e SUNDAY 3/1 


_ - 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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WEDNESDAY 2/25 7:30 PM, FREE TO PLAY, PRIZES AND MORE! ‘1 
LIVE EVENT TRIVIA WEDNESDAYS 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. “Opulence,” 9 
p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 Tith St., San Francisco. “Death Guild,” 
18+ dance party with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting 
Girl, & guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
“'M.0.M. (Motown on Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza 
& Timoteo Gigante, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Alabama 
Bowties, First Monday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Open Mic 
with Brendan Getzell, 8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco. ‘Acoustic 
Bistro,” 7 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. Eu- 
gene Pliner Quartet with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Le Jazz Hot, 
7 p.m., free. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Francisco. City 
Jazz Instrumental Jam Session, 8 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco. Carol Doda, Dick Winn, 
and Friends, First Monday of every month, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Francisco. 
SalsaCrazy Dance Night, w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 
7 p.m., $60/four weeks. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. ‘‘Kizomba 
by the Bay,” 8 p.m., $5 ($10 with dance lessons), 
playasf.com. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. The 
Monday Make-Out, w/ Eli Wallace, Electro-Kraken, 
Dave Slusser’s Lost Planet, 8 p.m., free. 














THURSDAY 2/26 


DANCE KARAOKE THURSDAYS 1! 0) PURPLE 


@ FRIDAY, 2/27 AND SATURDAY, 2/28 
CLOSED FOR PRIVATE PARTIES 


LA HAVANA SUNDAYS (5))54/C\R/BBEAN LATIN DANCE PARTY 4 PM -12 MIDNIGHT) 








| S RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM 

oy FOR FUTURE EVENTS 
10 JR DRINK SPECIALS 
N5-9 PM 
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AUSTLER CLUB," 


* FREE ENTRY W/ CONVENTION BADGE MARCH 2ND- 6TH ai =] 


GET MORE INFO & VIEW. MORE HUSTLER WOBEYS AL BWW. NOS TLERCLGSY re 


(EARNY AT BROADWAY IN NORTH BEACH = 
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5.434.1301 SHUSTLERCLUBSF @SF MUSTLERCLUS 
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SOUL 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
JMSN, Rochelle Jordan, Devon Baldwin, 8 p.m., 
$15. 


TUESDAY 3/3 


ROCK 


Bottom of the Hill: 1233 17th St., San Francisco. Old 
Man Gloom, Coliseum, Andraus, 9 p.m., $13-$15. 
Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
“Wood Shoppe,” w/ Gavin Turek, Mexico City Blondes, 

NRVS LVRS, 9 p.m., free. 

Doc’s Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Midnight 
North, Fred Torphy, Alexander Nelson, 8 p.m., 
free. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. TV.Static, 
Voided Social Contract, Fuzz Attack, 9 p.m., $6. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Francisco. “High 
Fantasy,” w/ DJ Myles Cooper, drag performances, 
more, 10 p.m., $3-$5. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco. ‘Cock Shot,” 
9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco. “POWx4," w/ 
DJ Qbert, Minusbaby, Bit Shifter, Delorean Overdrive, 
Parisonic, DKSTR, 8 p.m., $10-$20; “Sequence,” 18+ 
dance party, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. “Switch,” w/ DJs 
Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Shelter,” 
10 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco. The Right 
Time, Willy Tea Taylor, Huck Notari, My Brother 
the Bear, 9 p.m. 


THE GREATEST MASHUP PARTY IN THE UNIVERSE 


BOOTIE PAYS TRIBUTE TO POP 
DIVAS BOTH PAST AND PRESENT! 


11PM: LIVE MASHUP BAND 
SMASH-UP DERBY 


MAIN ROOM MASHUP DJs: 


A PLUS D 
DADA 


MIDNIGHT MASHUP SHOW: 
JONBENET BUTTERBUNS 


7 
LOUNGE: 


BRASS TAX 


with OJs: MARKY RAY, 
HAUTE MESS & more 


ABOVE: 


VJ TRIPP’s 


VIDEO PARTY 


pazz_e room: SEX! 
OJs: KEITH KRAFT & SHARON BUCK 


SATURDAY FEB 28 


©] DNA: 
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FREE QOOTIE MAS MUP CDs 


} FOUR ROOMS - ONE PRICE! 
375 ELEVENTH S 
oF = J AFTERMOURS - $10 SEFORE 1PM - BOOTIESECON 


TREE’ & HARRISON, SF Zle we ID 


E LINE! $I = tants Tut & ONALOUNGE COW 


J THE FINST 100 PEDPLE! 
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Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco. Songwriter 
in Residence: John Elliott, 7 p.m. Starts . continues 
through 1. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Seisiun, 
9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Clifford Lamb, Mel Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. Lavay Smith & 
Her Red Hot Skillet Lickers, 7 p.m. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, San 
Francisco. Poetry & Jazz Series, w/ Alejandro 
Murguia, 6:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco. “Tuesday 
Night Jump,” w/ Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $10-$12. 
Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco. Emily Hayes, 7:30 

p.m., free. 


21+/ 1015 FOLSOM / WWW1015.COM 


FRI - FEB 27TH 
SLOW MAGIC 


SAT - FEB 28TH 
TONY DICE 


at PURA 


FRI MARCH 6TH 
BIG FREEDIA 


DJ ASSAULT + MORE! 


FRI - MARCH 13TH 
KLANGKARUSSEL 
NINA LAS VEGAS 


, A 
‘RUSSEL 


TICKETS AT 
A A Ao es od 0] | 





INTERNATIONAL 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘Underground No- 
mads,” w/ rotating resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce 
Vita, plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 p.m.). 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “‘Echale 
Mas Salsa,” 9 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Tropicana 
Tuesdays,” w/ rotating DJs The Whooligan, EI 
Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and 
Stepwise, 9 p.m. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco. “Bless Up,” w/ 
Jah Warrior Shelter Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5. 


BLUES 


50 Mason Social House: 50 Mason, San Francisco. 
Sweaty Blues & Funk Rock Jam, 8 p.m., free. 


ORI 


ALL SHOWS ALL AGES 


CS a = 
EYE HEART SF PRESENTS: 


KAP SLAP 
W/ GAZZO AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
FRI FEB 27 


FIRE IN THE HAMPTONS 
W/ TEAMMATE AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
THU MAR 5S 


THE DREAMING 
W/ DIE SO FLUID 
FRI MAR G 


POINT BREAK LIVE! 
(EARLY AND LATE SHOWS) 
CS 


THE TRAGIC THRILLS 
W/ TRAPPER SCHOEPP, AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
TUES MAR1O } }©=©§©§©=— | 


BRAVE NATIVE 

W/ DAVE PATTEN, POPPY’S FIELD, 
LAUREN MAYHEW 

WED MAR 11 


SINGLE MOTHERS 
W/ THE DIRTY NIL, LOVE MOON 
WED MAR 11 


FALLUJAH 

W/ ARCHSPIRE, LORNA SHORE, 
THE ZENITH PASSAGE 

THU MAR 12 


MOTOR SISTER 

(FEAT: SCOTT IAN OF ANTHRAX, 
JOHN TEMPESTA OF THE CULT, 
JOEY VERA OF ARMORED SAINT), 
DEVIL IN CALIFORNIA, ANDALUSIA ROSE 
FRIMAR1S = =—O©—“Ci‘C;C;*;*;*:*” 


RED JUMPSUIT APPARATUS 


& A SKYLIT DRIVE 
W/ WOLVES AT THE GATE, FOR THE WIN 
WED MAR1S— i etsts~—‘CsSC_NN 


BRIEF LIVES Ww /SPECIAL GUESTS 


FRI MAR 20 


SAVIOURS 
W/ TOMES AND SPECIAL GUESTS 
SUN MARCH 22 


PIG DESTROYER 

W/ GHOUL, ACXDC, DESPISE YOU 
SUN MAR 29 
WEEDEATER 

W/ KING PARROT, CONNOISSEUR 
TUES MAR31 i (ai ‘_OCO™~™~™CSCS™S 
PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTING 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


375 ELEVENTH ST. 
415-626-1409 


ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 





Biscuits & Blues: 401 Mason, San Francisco. ‘Bay 
City Blues,” w/ Chris Cain, 7:30 & 9:30 p.m., $20. 
The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco. Lisa Kindred, 

First Tuesday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


SOMArts Cultural Center: 934 Brannan, San Francisco. 
The News, short movies with live soundtracks 
presented by Periwinkle Cinema, 7:30 p.m., $5. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. “Smoked Out 
Soul," w/ lan Sean McDonald, Zebuel, Will Magid, 
Izzy*Wise, Paul Oliphant, Enrique Padilla, and more, 
9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. The Hip- 
stones, 8 p.m., $10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. “Slow 
Jams," w/ DJ Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free. 


¢. 
€ 


PRESERVING 


HOWELLDEVINE 


THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


SHAWN HOLT & 
THE TEARDROPS 





EARL THOMAS” 


BAY CITY GLUES wy ome cam 
GRAD ADSHER & SWAMP BOVALE 
RON THOMPSON « teat cteatoes 
THE JAREKUS SINGLETON BAND 
TME JAREKUS SINGLETON BAND 


40) MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


BISCUITSAND COM 





A 
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WEDNESDAY 3/4 


ROCK 


Brick & Mortar Music Hall: 1710 Mission, San Francisco. 
Claire on a Dare, Wild Decade, The Quart of Blood 
Technique, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

The Chapel: 777 Valencia, San Francisco. Cool Ghouls, 
0, Sugar Candy Mountain, 9 p.m., $15. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco. Ray Gun, Jet Trash, 
Ice Cream, 9 p.m., $6. 

Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco. Society of 
Rockets, Reptiel, Cassowary, DJ Herijuana Jack, 
9 p.m., $7. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco. Autumn 
Electric, Tarzandragon, Creature Comforte, Fron- 
tiers, 8 p.m., $10. 

The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco. Tiaras, 
Stalls, Jealousy, Jimmy Turturici, 9 p.m. 


DANCE 


The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco. “Sticky Wednes- 
days," w/ DJ Mark Andrus, 8 p.m., free. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco. “Bondage-A- 
Go-Go,” w/ DJ Damon, Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 
p.m., $7-$10. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco. “Electro Pop 
Rocks,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., $10-$20. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco. ‘‘Housepitality,"” w/ 
Alexi Delano & Fil Latorre, 9 p.m., $5-$10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco. ““What?,” 7 
p.m., free. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco. ‘Go Deep!,” 9 
p.m., $10-$15. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco. ‘Booty Call,” w/ 
Juanita More & guests, 9 p.m., $3. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco. “Bump,” 
w/ resident DJ Marky Ray, 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Francisco. 
Theophilus London, Father, 8 p.m., sold out. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco. “Mixtape 
Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 


Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco. “Wu-Tang 
Wednesdays,” w/ DJ Kevvy Kev, 9 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Cafe Divine: 1600 Stockton, San Francisco. Craig 
Ventresco & Meredith Axelrod, 7 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco. Jeanie & 
Chuck's Bluegrass Country Jam, First Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco. Terry 
Disley's Rocking Jazz Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco. Velvet Vipers 
Jazz Band, 8 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Francisco. 
Charles Unger Experience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco. The Cosmo Alley- 
cats featuring Ms. Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Pier 23 Cafe: Pier 23, San Francisco. Judy Hall Trio, 
6 p.m., free. 

Rickshaw Stop: 155 Fell, San Francisco. A Night of Impro- 
vised Round Robin Duets, w/ Joshua Redman, Larry 
Ochs, Myra Melford, Bruce Ackley, Jenny Scheinman, 
Reed Mathis, Lyrics Born, Sam Amidon, David Satori, 
Sidecar Tommy, Wil Blades, more, 8 p.m., $15. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Francisco. 
Savanna Jazz Jam with Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco. “Bao- 
bab!,”" timba dance party with DJ WaltDigz, 10 
p.m., $5. 

Inner Mission: 2050 Bryant, San Francisco. Alternative 
Milonga, 8 p.m., $5-$10. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Francisco. ‘‘Fri- 
go-International Discotheque,” First Wednesday of 
every month, 9:30 p.m., free. 

The Parlor: 2801 Leavenworth, San Francisco. “Bach- 
atalicious,” 7 p.m., $5-$10. 





Improvised Genre-Blending 


Jay Blakesberg 


JOSHUA REDMAN, LYRICS BORN, AND MORE: A 


——eeeEeEeE 
FREE ENTRY 


WITH CONVENT LOMSBADCE 



































a ane moe le \ : — ee ee ee : 
WELCOME tiple rN eleetetel el ‘<, 
NIGHT OF IMPROVED ROUND-ROBIN DUETS | ett : ; 
With Joshua Redman, Lyrics Born, Tommy Capell (Beats Antique), ae #G60DC15 WEEK: MON MAR 2 THRU FRI MAR 6 
Gift of Gab, Jenny Scheinman, and more. 8 p.m. Wednesday, - 
March 4, at the Rickshaw Stop. $15, rickshawstop.com ~ . 
Red Bull Music Academy Radio is celebrating a full-on decade of broadcasting 
with a fairly overwhelming spate of events around the city this week. But this 
imaginative format caught our eye most of all, not to mention a lineup that 412 Broadway 
reads like a who’s-who in East Bay music: Berkeley jazz saxophone great Joshua 
Redman, hip-hop veterans Lyrics Born and Gift of Gab, Tommy Capell of the , 415.391.2800 
livetronica group Beats Antique, violinist Jenny Scheinman, and more than a 
dozen others will take turns riffing off each other for five-minute improvisa- . www.penthousesf. com 
tions, all in duos. Talk about your genre-blending. If you have musical ADD (and Sal @Penthouse SF sPentnouseSF 
who doesn’t?) this is the place to be. Emma Silvers _ ae - eo of F Ae fy 
Facey ee oe S-4 Pa at 
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REAL PEOPLE 


REAL DESIRE 
REAL FUN 


415.765.1796 
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Heat Up Your Night 
On RedHot 


dateline® 


WILT EYE, 


FREE More Local Numbers: 1.800.700.6666 
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SICK AND EASY 


By Dan Savage 


I have been reading your column for years, Dan, and 
now I’m writing you for the first time to ask for a fa- 
vor. I met this dude online in December and I felt like 
we had a good connection. He “dumped” me, though, 
because he was busy and was going through career 
shit and lived halfway across the country from me. I 
think a dude telling you he’s too busy for you is bull- 
shit — because boobs — so I encouraged him to tell 
me the truth. He insisted he wasn't shining me on: 
Busyness and career shit and distance were the truth, 
he said. Now it turns out that I will shortly be moving 
within easy dating distance of this dude. I still think 
about this guy a lot. I feel like I could connect with him 
emotionally and sexually in a really blissful way. He 
reads your column. Would you be a pal and tell this 
dude to date me already? 

Girl On The Move 


Before I turn to GOTM’s problem — such as it is 
—a quick note about why I chose her letter: I’m 
sick as a dog and so hopped up on Theraflu and 
DayQuil and Chinese tinctures that I probably 
shouldn’t be operating advice machinery at all to- 
day. But deadlines are deadlines. So I’m going to 
respond to some easy questions this week — low 
and over the plate — and leave the situational eth- 
ics, rulings on whether a particular infidelity is 
permissible, and advice for stressed-out parents of 
budding young sadists for another column. 

To the dude GOTM met online in December: 
You should date her. 

To GOTM: Okay, I told the dude to date 
you. You're welcome. But moving within dating 
distance solves only one of the three issues 
he cited when he “dumped” you. The distance 
problem has been resolved, but the career shit 
and busy shit endure — if those are the real 
reasons he dumped you. The courteous dumper 
often points to career, schooling, distance, etc., 
to spare a dumpee’s feelings. When a blindsid- 
ed dumpee presses the courteous dumper for 
the real reason(s) — as you did, GOTM — the 
dumper almost always doubles down and insists 
that career, schooling, distance, etc., are the real 
reason(s). Only in rare cases does the dumper 
say, Okay, that wasn’t the truth. I totally lied. 
The real reasons I’m dumping you are [some- 
thing devastating, something you can’t unhear, 
something the dumpee was right to spare you 
from in the first place].” 

So, GOTM, you say you urged him to tell you 
the truth and he insisted that distance, career, 
busyness were the real reasons he couldn’t date 
you. But even if you somehow solved all three 
problems — moved closer, got him a better job, 
hired him a personal assistant — odds are good 
that he still wouldn't be interested in dating 
you. So I’m telling him to date you, GOTM, per 
your request, but I’m going to close by telling 
you to brace yourself for the “no” that’s proba- 
bly coming your way. 


Shame on you for recommending adultery as a solu- 
tion toa husband who can't satisfy his wife! Satisfy- 
ing a woman is easy! I learned it from a book! You just 
tickle the clitoris continuously with as light a touch as 
possible until she comes, as many times as you like. 
Sorry, I forget the name of the book. 

Bad Advice Destroys 


I’m not sure which column you're objecting 
to — I’ve recommended adultery to so many 
husbands and wives over the years that I’ve lost 
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track — but I’m pretty sure the book you're re- 
ferring to is God, Guns, Grits, and Gravy by Mike 
Huckabee. 


I'ma 33-year-old man in a monogamous relationship 
with a 32-year-old woman for eight months. In the 
beginning, she was really passionate and required sex 
all the time. But I noticed that she was the first 
woman I was ever with who didn't like to give plea- 
sure with normal sex, by which I mean vaginal inter- 
course. Instead, she was only interested in sex that 
directly pleasured her. She didn’t think about my plea- 
sure while I satisfied her with cunnilingus or helped 
her to masturbate herself. After six months, I was los- 
ing interest, so I asked her why it was like this. After 
that talk, I had to leave for work, and after a month, 
we met again. Her sexual desire for me had disap- 
peared, while my desire for her had only grown. My 
two questions: (1) Does she have another man? (2) Is 
our relationship over? Please let me know what you 
think. 

Too High Too Low 


1. I couldn't tell you. 

2. Looks that way. And if the genders were 
reversed — if you were a woman dating a man 
who didn’t care about your pleasure and only 
wanted blowjobs and help jacking off — no one 
would hesitate to tell you that your lover was 
selfish and that this relationship needed to end. 


I'ma high-school sophomore. I’m a mostly closeted 
gay, having come out only to some of my friends, but 
my best friend was the first one I told. 've had a crush 
on him since sixth grade. Sometimes he acts very gay 
with me: He’s stroked my hair and leaned on my 
shoulder, some light rubbing of feet, etc., usually with 
me reciprocating. Most of this was before he knew I 
was gay. But just a month ago, at a sleepover, we had 
to share a bed, and basically the entire night I was the 
closest I have ever been to anon-family member. Yet 
he continues to protest that he is straight. My ques- 
tion: Do you think he is gay or at least questioning? 
Crushing On Bestie 


Your best friend could be gay, COB, or he 
could be one of those New Model Straight Boys, 
aka a straight boy so secure in his heterosex- 
uality that he’s comfortable with what the sex 
researchers call “homosocial intimacy,’ e.g., 
leaning on a male friend’s shoulder, stroking a 
male friend’s hair, rubbing a male friend’s feet 
(a form of homosocial contact that this homo 
isn’t comfortable with), etc. 

If your friend is gay, COB, he may not have 
come out yet for all sorts of reasons (he’s not 
ready, his parents might freak, he’s not sure 
if he’s gay or bi or what). Or your friend may 
know he’s gay but hasn’t come out to you be- 
cause he knows how you feel about him (crush 
since sixth grade) and he doesn’t feel the same 
way about you (he likes you only as a friend). 
So he tells you he’s straight to spare your feel- 
ings, COB, because then the rejection isn’t so 
personal. 

But only your friend knows what he is 
for sure, and right now he says he’s straight. 
Respect his sexual identity, COB, just as he 
respects yours — sleepovers and homosocial 
intimacy notwithstanding. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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